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TO a man who is not wholly dispossess- 
ed of his native modesty, nothing can be 
more disagreeable than to be placed in cir- 



comstances which compel him to take up 

the time and attention of his friends, by 

calling on them to listen to a relation of his 

misfortunes and his sorrows. This is a fact 

which every one must acknowledge; and 

tfie unpleasantness of his situation must be 

considerably heightened, when these causes 

«o far operate, as to pass tiie confines of his 

friendly associations, and direct him to make 

a rimilar appeal to the public. 

'O Occasions, however, will arise, in our 

,7ir(^gress through life, when our judgments 

Ojiiect us to pursue a line ^ inaiiiiai ndhidx 
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VI PREFACE. 

our local feelings must ditepprove. In sue] 
cases, the calls of duty become imperious 
and when feeling is consulted at the expense 
of judgment, silence may be interpreted m 
an evidence of guilt. Such is the pecqlm 
rity of my situation, in reference to th< 
Rev. Andrew Ree^r'tn consequence of a 
work entitled " No Fiction," which he has 
sent into the world. In the accomplishment 
of this task, I am, however, supported by 
the consciousness that I am not the aggres* 
sor. I am engaged in a warfare of the de- 
fensive kind, but according to the rules of 
hostility, I am justified in carrying my 
arms into the enemy's territories, and of 
making reprisals as opportunity may offer. 

In 1805, I became acquainted with the 
Rev. Andrew Reed, then living with his 
parents at 25, Chiswell Street, and who, 
two years afterwards, entered a Dissenting 
academy, and eventually becoming a Dis- 
senting minister, was ordained over a church 
i n Cannon Street Road. My intimacy with 
him was such as to cause me to nnbosom 
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PREFACE. VU 

myself to him without any resenration or 
testraint^ as will be seen hy his real letters 
, frinted in the foUowing Memoirs* 

la February^ 1810, this gentleman wrote 
aMter to me from Plymoath Dock» con- 
taining a charge, which secretly preyed on 
1^ mind from thai time till November, 
181p, when its effects burst Ibrth' in a 
derangement of my mental powers ; under 
(he influence of which I was dri^n, amidst 
the kindness and sympathy of my friends, 
firom two lucrative situations which I held, 
a wanderer on the earth, to a distant land, 
without once informing my friends of my 
tzistence, until twelve months after my de« 
parture. Having, by the good providence 
of Crod, been in some measure restored to 
my reason, and having met an old school- 
fellow in Canada, in January, 1818, 1 was 
induced by his persuasion to write to my 
friends, who conoerted measures to restore 
me to my family. However, before any 
steps were actually taken, I returned to 
England for the reasons stated in my M^ 
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moirs, and was greete4 with increased kiod 
ness by my friends, all of whom ofiere^ 
every assistance in their power, both as i( 
regarded consolation and property, to restore 
my mind, to its wonted vigour ; and to i^||M| 
me to the standard in society which I had n^ 
previously to my aw/u}. calaiiiity* Amonfj 
these the Beir; Atidrew Reed was not behind 
any in his j^rq/e^^ion^, as may be seen by a 
perusal of )i^s real letters to me in the follow- 
ing Memoirs, vol. i. p. 330, 333. 

On my arrival in England I went to fny 
brother's house, and from thence to my 
native town Knaresborough, where I was 
called upon, on December the 24th, 1818^ 
to pay the last tribute of respect to the re« 
mains of a mother, as dear and as affectiont^ 
ate as ever breathed. After her death I 
came to reside in London with my brother, 
intending to accept any situation that might 
offer, whereby I might procure an honest 
livelihood, and reserve a provision f(^ that 
period when nature sinks under the weighljr 
burden of years. 
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PBXFACE. IX 

Nothings howeyeTy of any iniiportance of- 
fered until October, 1819, when the situa- 
tion of assistant secretary to the London 
Orphan AsylaHn became vacant. At this 
f^ period I was informed that my life had 
been p«Misbed, on the Ist of May preTiona- 
Ij, by some persofi, ottder the title of '< No 
Fiction,'^ and who, by declaring in the 
pie&ee to it, that it was not only truths 
bat that the '^ truth was lowered rather than 
heightened," had given, a statement which, 
bom this assumption^ would be injurious to 
me in whateyer situation I might enter, or 
in whatever business I might be concisrned. 
To seme of my«friends I stated, that the 
work was not only puUidied without my 
knowledge, but that I never had any com- 
mumcation with the author, who was pre- 
sumed to be the Rev. Andrew Reed, from 
October, 1818, to October, 1819, either 
verbally or by writing ; and to one of them 
1 stated, that even then (November 12, 
1819,) not one word had transpired relative 
to it, betv^ecn him and myself. 
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On pecusuig the work, I, not only foEUicI 
thaV in connexion with a certain porli<Hi af 
truth, it waf made up of fabrications, fal«H 
ties, and calumnies, as ii regarded myself, but 
that there were fictitious characters, coi|dadll|^ 
and depravity created, and given asT#al, of 
which I had no concafRion, until I saw then» 
depicted in this religious Novel. In &ct, 
I plainly discovered, from a perusaliof its con-^ 
tents, that such was its exuberance of fidae- 
hood, that if the real occurrences of my lifo 
as given in that work were stripped of tfieir 
fictitious drapery, it could be reduced firom 
667 pfl(ges to a most diminutive proportion. 

Being fiilly sensible that, as the ftaturea 
of character doawn in that work oonld have 
no general application to mydel^ I mreif 
viewed it as a rdigbus ndvel, and piysed it 
by as scarcely worthy of any serious notice. 
In this light I conceived, that it would have 
been viewed by othwi, who were capable 
of rational discernment, and that in public 
estimation it would be deemed' of no more 
importance in reference to my character, 
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Uitfi Ae hialory of Guy Barl of Warwick, 
/sek the Giaat Kiiiei*, or Tom Tbutnb. In 
tfcb, howerrer, I found mytelf moat egre- 
^msly nisli&en ; for on atf being proposed 

r' ^ fiU tbe vaeftnt sitaation at the Orphan 
Asflm^i ^iacorered fhat Ha yarioua falae- 
iioods had be^ reoeHM as fiicts, that they 
wofe believed by multitudes with an im- 
plicit con&lence, and that its fabrications 
were actually made the ground of a fcmnid- 
able objection against my being elecited. 
This was not a mere matter of surmise. I 
tnn informed of the iact by a gentleman 
who hiaid been present, and'of Whose verac- 
ity I could/not enteitain the most distant 
doubt. Ai^other eircumstance I must not 
omit to mention. The woHc itself, and the 
DBmerDus tales to which It had given birth, 
made an itijtirious imprc^idn on the mindd 
of several friends, which F the more sensibly 
felt, as it was at a moment when I i^ood in 
need of their utmost nid. This impression 
it beeiime inciimbent on Me to adopt i^ome 
measures to teinoVe. 
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PREFACE; xiu 



Meady however, of denying to me that 
p9s the author, or that my charaeter was 
nhred in ^that of Lefevre, be further 
ted, that the greater part of it was writ- 
■urhig my J^Dce, and when he thought 
I dead. ..'He admitted that he had availed 
tofidf of some of the iimdents of my life, 
I that he had drawn his portrait of Lefe- 
not wholly from the occurrences which 
conduct had afforded, but from other 
!ter&t aod had blended them together 
give interest to his tale. He also ob- 
I, that when he published <^No Fie- 
)/' he never entertained an idea that the 
rk wcKild ever &11 under my inspection, 
t\Vi%t I should even hear of its existence, 
!h less that I shonld ever come zipin 
his eoimexion : — that as things now 
>d, he was very sorry it had ever been 
iblished, and entreated me on all occasions, 
itWever in any company it became a sub- 
(ject of conversation, to keep every one in 
dark respecting it, and to give no answer 
any questions that might be proposed ; 
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and partieularly if any of l^h people 
|o obtaia a knowledge of Ae author, not M 
vaAisfy their inquiries. I was likewifle «► 
trusted wtdi this impmlant secret, Hi^ it 
was gekierally believed I ^as coneeruMiH 
the pnblication, and that it iMhild be bell 
not to disturb that Belief. He then partM'' 
ularly pressed me not to expose him, but W 
protect him against attacks whteh miiglit 
arise from other quarters. 

Haying made these coocesnons and re- 
quests, he next inquired how I becanie ac- 
quainted with its existence ? I then inforai-i 
ed him, that the first place I ever saw it, 
was in the shop of Mr. Westley when I ck- 
voted two or three hours toita perusal. He 
then asked me^ if I had said any things to 
.Mr. Westley respecting it f I replied, that 
I had not; but that I had called his son 
into the small room, and had some convw- 
aation with him about it, and that I had 
asked him who was the author ? to whiek 
he replied, that he was not at liberty to say. 
J then said, it mnai have been written Iqj 



im Bft7. Andrew Reed, and that I was 
Ihe Lefevre. I ako said that I had seen 
Ifr. Westley himself since that time, and 
ihii I wsM about to dine with him on an 
||)|flinted day. On hearing this, he again 
isa^ressed Ids sorrow, ahd requested me 
! Bit to inform Mr. WeMey that I had no* 
I Aing to do with the authorship, and to keep 
; him in the dark respecting the characters 
4at were itttrodoced. 

Accpgding to appointment, I dined with 
Mr. Westl^, when, as might naturally ba 
CKpseted, the conversation turned on << No 
Fiction.'' From the wliole tenor of his ob- 
aervaiions, I perceived, that Mr. Westley, 
jnlying on the credit of Mr. Rieed, had 
placed implicit confidence in the statements 
given in '^ No Fiction ;" and, no doubt, as 
I said nothing to correet his error, my 
I sileoce confirmed him in his belief. Among 
other things, the fabrication of the Wood- 
sum CD Bagshot-heath, particularly arrested 
hit attention, and Both he and Mrs. Westley 
^ ameh wished to see this ideal rustic. 
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On my next mterview with Mr. Reed^ I 
informed him of what had passed at Mf. 
IVesUey's \ and I well recollect, that he 
laughed heartily when I totd i^m that Mr. 
Westley believed the Bagshot-heath 8409$ 
and also the tale that related 16* the widow 
at Quebec ; and that his liad actually belier- 
ed the whole to be Ab Fiction. 

Deluded by the opiates which Mr, Reed 
had administered, and complyiikg with his 
request not to expose him, withcmt b^g 
fully axyare of the pernicious consequences, 
which my own compliance with his request 
would entail on myself, I actually pur* 
chased of Mr. Westley seven copies of 
'^ No Fiction," and paid him for them, on 
purpose to render the cloud of concealment 
more dense.. And to keep others in the 
same state of uncertainty, I had a copf 
bound by Mr. George Offior, of Tower^Hill) 
for a friend in the country. Such were the 
lengths to which I proceeded, because Ii 
would not expose the man, who, when im* 
perious necessity demanded the saerifiee^ 
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nbaed to make the least apokq^y to yindi* 
eale my deeply-injured character. 

Haviag thus £ir acted in concurrence 

with Mr. Reed's solicitation^ with regard 

^^Hi^. IVestley, I observed the same line 

I of conduct- towards others. Hence, to all 

the inquiries itet wace made, respecting 

the widow at Quebec, Nurse Graham, John 

Graham, the Woodman, Deacon, Wallis, 

Wilson, &c, although they had no existence 

whatever except in the fertile imagination 

of the author, and in his demi-fictitious 

. book, I invariably gave evasive answers, and 

^ safiered himself and his bookseller to enjoy 

the fruit of that tax, which they had levied 

OQ the folly of the public, until a paramount 

r^ard to my own character, compelled me 

to draw aside this veil of fiction, and con* 

front falsehood with truth before the tribunal 

I of the public^ 

There is an art in aulbonsibip, which 

^MNie but authors fully comprehend. Of 

> Ikis Mr. Reed was not yfhotty ignorant 

I Beoc^ io bis delineatiMt of I^fevn^t «1<' 

2* 
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though, professing to shield me fr6in tiM 
inspection of the public, he has been m 
minute in his description of some iketi 
which actually occprred in my experieiuse 
that there was scarcely an individual t#il| 
found, with whom we were botj^cciiiaiAte^ 
who did not recog:ni^.my"p^rson under thi 
flimsy veil. Many facts and incidents wen 
fresh in their recollection ; and placit^ 
implicit confidence in Mr. Reed's veracity, 
they gave him credit for others^ without 
once inquiring into either their authenticity 
or their falsehood. Of this credulity, Mr. 
Reed secretly availed himself, and na doubt 
smiled, when observing with- what readiness 
they swallowed the bait, which tempted 
them to the hook with which they were 
caught. 
As many characters be^des those of Doug- 
' las and Lefevre^ were introduced into the 
novel, it will naturally be sun^sed that the 
ingenuity of the curious, -thJRKloleiit, uA 
those who rendered themselves busy in 
other people^s coneemi, wouid be eaerted 
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to fiod out^iodmduds to whom the differ- 
est eharacters might be applied. This was 
aetoally the case ; and among my numerous 
frieiids luid associates^ the selections were 
fW^ ^Y ^^^y of Mr. Reed's congregation, 
ligrcoiMy to their depravity of taste, their 
dkregard to the okarapters of others, their 
iadifier^ce to truth, or their superior sa^- 
^ty. Among these ^fictitious decisions, it 
was at one time whispered, that Wallis was 
designed to personify my kind friend, Mr. 
William Bridgman. Others, who ^ could 
discover no feature by which this could be 
supported, dismissed his name, and, forget- , 
ting that they were falling into a similar 
error, conferred that abominable honour oa 
my worthy friend, Mr. John Walton. This, 
however, was as short-lived as the former, 
as the only reason that could be assigned for 
dither was, that they lived in the eastern 
part of the metropolis, and that I was inti- 
mate with both. 

While invidious indn^fiy was thus em- 
pbyed.in makitig these detestable appropri- 
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ationsi another tribe appeared among AdLc^ 
Reed's hearers, who professed to be in po^* 
session of the important secret; and to sheii 
their superior understandings, they pE!^»aretd| 
lists of the different characters^ which M|RM| 
handed about in his church, suj^yii^ i^ith 
an unwarrantable confidence, whatever was 
deficient in relation to truth. Against these 
characters they had fixed real names. As te 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas, Lefeyre, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Russell, they were right in their oon'» 
jectures. Of Wallis I have already spoken. 
Banks, however, was a fonnidable character^ 
to dispose of whom they were greatly at a 
loss. These difficulties they, however, oofi'- 
trived to overcome. But even those who 
professed to liave the key from the author 
himself, will find, on the perusal of my Me> 
moir, that they have been as grossly der 
ceived in disposing of Banks, as they were 
in finding a home for Wallis. 

As these keys were discovered to be erro^ 
neous, they were remoulded, and multiplied 
by transcription, so that many copies were 



FREFACH. XXi 

Ihfown into private circulation. Among 
these, one copy, fell into the bands of a 
young gentleman, the son of a Wealthy 
«agur broker, who is a deacon of a dissent** 

jf^liPchiir^ at the east end of the metropolis. 
From him it was banded to the sugar mar* 
let. Here it came to the ears of my kind 
frietid, Mr. John Walton, on the dSd.of 
February, 1800 ; in consequence of which 
be called on me, stating the fact, observing^ 
that '' Mr. Reed ought to be ashamed of him- 
self for sending out so disgraceful a work, 
which, instead of forwarding the cause of 
region, was evidently written with an in- 
tention of exalting himself, his wife, arfd 
Us familyJ^ Mr. Walton said nothing to 
wound my feelings ; but hb lamented that I 
had again come into connexion with a man^ 
who had sacrificed truth, friendship, and 
religion at the shrine of vanity. 

On being in company with Mr. Reed 
some time after, I related to him part of the 
eoQversation that had passed between Mr. 

\ Walton and myself. On mentioning these 
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circumstances, I also stated my uneaaioafli 
at the injurious reports that were in eireuk* 
tion, and how much I was ashamed that 
my friends should have their feeliiqps hnrtg 
by being isubject to the effects of his fielac^M^ 
In reply to this he said, that- he woul^l 
readily write to Mr. Wabon, and assure' 
him that the character of Wallis was not: 
intended to apply to . him, only that .thiaf 
would be to acknowledge himself as ikft 
author of the work. This, howere^j hei 
might safely have done, as the character had . 
no existence except in bis booky and in his 
own mind. To escape this dilemmaj h^ 
sent out the following advertisement, pre-' 
fixed to the third edition of " No Fiction/' 
which put a stop* to the assurances of the 
Rev. Andrew Reed's friends, that the key 
had originated with him« 

« ADVERTISEMENT TO THE THIRD 

EDITION. 
** The Author cannot allow .himself to 
commit the third edition of this work 
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Ae iitods of the public^ without express- 
^ iig his sen«e of the great kindness with 
which it has been reoeiyed, though labour- 
ing QOfler the manifold disadirantagcs of an 
IrSbnymous production. 

** It is, however, with some concern he 
Jias found, an atteiii^ %agerly made to con- 
iieel the characters of the work with the 
Dames of particular individuals. This 
tias proceeded so far, in some instances, that 
t^s have been circulated with the book, 
pn^essing to be explanatory of all the dra- 
matis personaB, accompanied with the un- 
^Miring assurance, that their truth atid 
oiceuracy may be confidently trusted.- 
Notwithstanding this assurance, the writer 
begs to state — that these keys are not only 
erroneous, but preposterously so — that the 
true key is alone in his possession — that it 
has never been in the power of any other 
person — ^and that it never shall be, while 
the existing reasons continue for with-hold- 
iag it. He is the more decided on this, 
because it imposes no loss on the reader. 
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I PREFACE. XXV 

iilr. Reed treated ,witb indifiBdrence, but*afier- 
ipds promised to comply, yet his engage- 
JpDt still remains to be fulfiDed. 

launediately after Uiis application, I was 
^'n unfortunately visited by a return of 
ty malady, which was now brought to a 
fisis, through the anxiety and irritation 
produced by the charges alleged against me 
a "No Fiction." Through this affliction 
> was confined until the end of June, when 
I pleased Almighty God to restore me again 
'0 the use of my reason. • 

On finding that nothing had been done to 

fltecae my character from the foul asper- 

90I1S that had beeii cast upon it, and that 

Qothing was to be expected from Mr. Reed, 

irith whom the whole originated, I waited 

Ml my solicitor, Mr. Sheffield, of Prescott 

Street, to consult on the best means that 

^d be adopted to rescue my reputation 

fn>m the reproaches that, through the name 

^f I^fevre, had been associated with my life. 

'^ do this, I recommended to him to com- 

'i^nce an action, that I might have an op- 
3 
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tf the book has any value, it must 
from a knowledge of the parties coAcerin 
in the narrative, but from the importaooe t 
its lessons, and the truth of its delineations* 
" May 1, 1820/' f ' 

Being lulle4 into a something like repose 
by the soothing sophistries of Mr. Reed^ -i 
became insensible to the extensive miscbiei 
with which the circulation of ** No Ptction** 
was undermining my character, so that no- 
thing of moment occurred relative to this 
work, until April, 1S22, when on enterio|^ 
into a controversy with the Unitariaos at 
Portsea, of which an 'account may .be found 
towards the conclusion of my Memoirs, I 
was roused from my lethargy, by finding that 
they brought against me all the aberrations of 
which Lefevre is said to be guilty in " No Fi©- j 
tion." Alarmed at this serious applicatioo,. 
I called on Mr. Reed, in May, 1822, request- 
ing him to state to the world that I was in- 
nocent of the crimes thus charged upon me, 
by unwarrantable imputation. This request 
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Mr. Reed treated .with indifbrence, bufafier- 
mids promised to comply, yet his engtige- 
meat still remains to be fulfiBed. 

Immediately after ibis applicatiooy I was 
in unfortunately visited by a return of 
my malady^ which was now brought to a 
orisis, through the asKiety and irritation 
produced by the charges alleged against me 
in "No Fiction." Through this affliction 
I was confined until the end of June, when 
it pleased Almighty God to restore me again 
to the use of my reason. % 

On finding that nothing had been done to 
rescue my character from the foul asper- 
sions that had beeii cast upon it, and that 
nothing was to be expected from Mr, Reed, 
with whom the whole originated, I waited 
on my solicitor, Mr. Sheffield, of Prescott 
Street, to consult on the best means that 
could be adopted to rescue my reputation 
from the reproaches that, through the name 
af Lefevre, had been associated with my life. 
To do this, I recommended to him to com- 
mence an action, that I might have an op- 
3 
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portunity of meeting the charges, and of re- 
pelling them in a court of justice. But m 
Mr. She£Beld was Mr. Reed's solicitor «6 ; 
well as mine, and was willing to bring mat- 
ters to an amicable issue, without proeeeeU^^ 
to legal extremities, after expressing ftis "sur- 
prise that any periOh nihbuld presume to 
write the life of another without bis safiction, 
especially when its tendency was so palpably 
injurious, he asked me if I had any objec- 
tion to his haying an interview with Vtt. 
Teape on the subject. To th&s proposition 
I readily assented ; and in a subsequent con- 
versation witsh him and Mr. Bctdgman, tbey 
asked if I was willing for them to see Mr. 
Reed on the business, before I took any de- 
cisive steps to procure legal t*edress. To 
this I also most readily acceded, stating at 
the same time, that I would have no inter- 
view with him, and that I would not be 
satisfied with any thing short of a full recan- 
tation of the falsehoods rand misrepreiMzfta- 
tions rwhidh he had associattad Witk my 
character, und^tiiemfi«ii6of I«efeviie. 



rUFACB. xxvii 

1 tlie Thursday after this conreraatien, 
My 11, the above gentleman bad an inter- 
riew tvitfa Mr. Reed, when he admitted that 
be bad: juibL'ahed " No Fictioa" without 
''1^ kraowledgi^,but positively stated, that 
he \uA not meant Leferre for me^ and that 
be had seat out aa aikrertiaemeDt in 1820, 
coDtradictiDg the key which had been hand- 
ed a^ut with my name. 

Not beingsatisfied with this tquivocal rep]y> 
tbciy advised him to write something more 
deeisiye^ to counteract th^ iDJurious imprea- 
uaa that bad b«w made on the public mind. 
To do thia he consepteri, promising to send 
it to Mr. Teip« on the follQwizig Monday. 
Iliis inforDaatioQ, on the day ibllowing their 
iBterview, I received from Mr. Teape, who 
advised me to wait and see what Mr. Ree4 
might write, befote I proceeded to pecsue 
the legal steps which I then contemplated. 
Monday, however> cane, and sereral Moo- 
days suceeeded, but nothing was ever pro- 
duced, eithv to vindicate tny character, or 
to exeulpAte hia own. ■ 
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In the month Qf October, 1822, I met with 
a friend in the city, and on consulting with 
him on my embarking in some way of busi* 
ness, he observed, that the charges contaih- 
ed in "No Fiction,*' and which evefy qrfe^ 
knew were applied to me, wottld always 
follow me with seriocnhdietadTantages, unless 
they were contradicted. I then informed 
bim of the efforts that had been made to ob- 
tain from Mr. Reed the desired vindication, 
and also of the legal measures to which I had 
intended to resort ; but that as legal redress 
would be tardy in the acquirement> I had al- 
tered my miiMl, and that I bad now formed a 
resolution of writing a complete reply to ^* No 
Fiction.'* I accordingly drew up the plan 
which is printed in the following Memoir, 
vol. ii. p. 35, copies of which I sent to seve- 
ral of the periodical publications, in which 
my intention was announced. From some 
of these journals, Mr. Reed was permitted • 
an inspection of .the notice, which instead 
of stimulating him to fulfil his promise, it 
produced from him the following letter. 
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Tbe letter was simply entitled as under^ 
mi concludes with his signature onljr. 

Mr. Frajtcis Barnjbtt, 
'^ Sfiriiig Gardens Hotels , 
CJ^^ing Cross. 

fit. George^s Plaee^ 
October «8, 1822. 
To Mr. F. Baritett. 

I know not whether this 
will &id you in a condition calmly to con- 
sider its eonlents ; but, at the hazard of its 
being rightly considered, I venture to for- 
ward it^ Qs a duty, perhaps the last daty, 
I shall ever haye to discharge towards you. 
Tou are aware that Messrs. Teape and 
Sheffield* have seen me relative to your 
professed dissatisfaction y and that 1 must 
have heard of the n^any unwarrantable 
things you have designedly uttered in the 
faeaiiBg of tQy connexions. I do not now 
^ write to express my indignation or com- 

* Tlih inlerview the reader will please to recoUect 

w«i ia tfa*-begiiiDiDg of July. 
- 3* 
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plaint — ^vengeance is not mine; nor do ] 
write to deprecate, on my own account^ an jf 
steps you may be disposed to take. I mere 
ly write to remind you, that I have Hm 
means of full justification in my hands.'* ^ 
have all your CMrrespondence in my posses* 
sion, from our first^litereMrse down to yotti 
latest communications from Portsea; with 
extracts from those letters, so far as they 
relate to me, which were sent open for my 
perusal. Your memory can supply you 
with some of fthe facts which this correS" 
pondence records. 

You know too much of me to think that 
I could be base enough tb use one line of 
a confidential correspondence against you, 
from the mere rupture of friendship. No ; 
but if any act of yours shall make it nece^ 
sary, it will then become my painful duty 
to employ it, for the defence of my conduct^ 
and the illustration of yours. Even should 
this be made my duty, I trust I shall only 
adopt it so far as you make it indispensa- 
ble* 
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Hitherto I have been strictly ailent amidat 
Ike most injurious and unfounded diargaa 
and declarations; because I could ndtmeet 
them without opposii^ myself to you, and 

rlbaishing a key to a work which I had 
pled^d myself not to do, unless circum- 
stances made it necessary. But should you 
by any act acknowledge the application of 
file work, I shall consider myself at full 
iiberty to apply my own explanation* 

I will not affect to say, that it would give 
me no pain to enter on this public duty ; but 
I can sincerely say, it would chiefly pain 
me, as I should be compelled to reverse the 
very favourable opinion which that work 
has created towards you, in every instance 
where your subsequent conduct has not pre- 
vented it. I should have to shew, as you 
are well convinced, that the good parts of 
the story have been, alas ! imaginary ; and 
that Uie bad parts are in fact worse,^ much 
wiH>8e, than they are given. How this will 
affect your character, and call the public 
aittention to it, I leave it with you to judge* 
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Altbou^ it would afford me angtiish to 
ileniiipate oar connelciQa by such a task^il 
would yet admit of 00010 melioraiidii to jim^ 
as it would supply me vfiik an occasion ta 
rectify opinion in many qujoiers wberyl 
doubt notj it bas been warped by ausrcKj 
presentation'. 

I would fain hope, that you have beeHi 
subject to the instigation of others in many 
things you have done, or propose to doL 
but this does not alter your xei|K>nsibiJity^ | 
O ! I beseech you, still think of it ! Thiak 
how miserable you are! How you an 
^^ wearing yourself in the greatness of your 
way!" What warnings you have faadfj 
what vows you have made ! fion utterly i 
impossible it is for you to be happy till your j 
heart is humble and contrite-^till you art ^ 
at pieace with your conscience and with < 
God 1 '' When dball it once be ?'^ Have , 
you suffered all these things in vain ? 

Think of me as you will ; (Mdly beware 
how you go on to add sin to sin-^misery to 
misery— delusion to delusion, until hope^^ 
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and life, and blessedness are gone for ever ! 
Francis ! we are both hastening to one 
faikinai. — ^There and here you will be con- 
meed hoiv truly I have desired your wel- 
■Kf Would that we had neyer met^ if we 
I mittt be for ever separated ! I send you my 
ibj]^veness for whatever you nagr htve 
thought or said against me ! While I know 
you to be in this life, I shall continue to 
pray for you^ and the more so when I think 
you pray not for yourself. 

Andw. Rxed. 

Independently of the observations which ^ 
I have already nmde, this letter at once 
shews, even in the author's ow^ estimation^ 
the identity of Lefevre and- myself. It was 
written to me When I had only sent my 
notices in. the fictitious name which he had 
given. From this letter it is obvious^ that, 
teeording to Mr. Reed's account, the whole 
of ^ No Fiction," as it applies to me, is one 
tissue of fabrications. He observes, ^^ I 
ibindd have to shew, as you are well eoh<r 
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Tinced, that the good pasts of the story m 
beeiiy alas ! ioMglnarj y and that- the In^ 
parts are ia fact worse^ much wors% tlM 
they are gjiveiu'' It sppears from hcuo^ 
that neither the good parts nor die liad liij 
9r% true, and faow this work «in ^ cal^ 
^'Ne FietioD^'.' tlMr^asMM^us wUl be pull 
sled to discover. For the truth of wbifl| 
he appeals to me^ ob9enriQg9 '^ as you iQtti 
be well convinced/' But how I eaa ^ 
convinced of these facts if I ana not iieu& 
fied witii Lefevre, involves a problem that| 
cannot solve. 

On receiving the preoecling letter^ t i 
mediately wrote a reply to it, both of wbi 
I published on the 5th of Novenptber, IS^ 
wd as he had now publicly avowed 
to be the author of ^^ No Fiction/' on tin 
fist of November^ in a second edition^ 1 
CflJled on him by name to publish his Mfi 
to redeem hi^ pledge^ and to give to thi 
world his ^ full justification.'' fo0tea<j 
however, of doi^g this, he preferred a b3 
of indietmeot at the Old Bailey agalost mj 
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Ittlfidier , which being ignored^ placed him 
fReisely on the grountl where he now 

*- The above meaitires, which at once mani* 
■■Ms intention and its defeat, instead rf 
itenitig nae from proceeding with my re- 
ptf, ocdj operated as a Stimulus to mj flxer- 
fions, esQsing me to go more fully into de- 
tafl tbm I had originally designed, and to giye 
to my plan that form which it now assumes. 
On the peouliarity of my language, and 
the eonstruction of my sentences Mr. Reed 
may perhaps make some just animadver- 
sions. But I afta not writing for literary 
reputa:tion, any Airtber than a statement off 
troth with a development of its causes and 
effects can entitiie me to that honour. To 
ihe&cts which I have stated, and the charges 
which I have denied, I wish to cdl Mr. 
Beed's particular attention, and whatever 
falls short of this, I shall deem unworthy of 

regard. 
In closing this preface, I beg Ihost solemn- 
' ly to assure my friends, that in the writusg 
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of << No Fiction/' and the emoluments aris 
iog from its sale, I bad no concern wha^vej 
For my own use I purchased a copy, aiK 
paid for it In November, 1819, bowevec 
1^ copy was sent me by Mr. Reed, on wIiM 
were written with a pencil the foUowixi| 
words : ^^ From a friei^ to a friend, witj| 
inefifable wishes/' 

The brief outline which I have thus stat- 
ed, I hope the reader will find fully sub- 
stantiated in the following pages, both by 
Mr. Reed's letters and my own observ»i> 
tions. Under this conviction I commit mj 
vindication to the world, relying on the icH 
tegrity of my cause, aj^pealing to the justice 

r 

of man, and imploring the Uessing of &od. 

FRANCIS BARNETT. 
16^ Oreat CharlotU Street ^ 

Jipril 24, 1823. ^. 
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I WAS bcm at KDared[>0)tHigh in Yorkshirei 
I •QNoyeoaber4, 17S5, of respectable parenti. 
My educatipa was circumscribed aod in^e- 
^lar; the earljr part of it being obtained at 
Koaresboroygh, and the latter at York, 
where I spent a considerable portion of my 
L youthful years with a relative. 

From the earliest period of my recollec- 
f tioBy my mother attended the preaching of 
I the Wesleyan Methodists^ and I frequently 
accompanied her to their places of worship. 
However, I bad then no serious religious 
iaprassions an my mind } but my atlentioa 
was much excited, by observing the mild, 
pious, and disinterested deportment of the 
preachers in that connexion, who frequj^ntly 
visited, and occasionally tarried ^ome time 
at our bouse. Among these was a Mr. Mufi^ 
whose rebuke )io some of the class-leaders, 
fbr attempting to turn myself and some othef 
young pelsons out of the chapel at a love- 
feast, I shall never forget. The regard and 
afectioD of this ipi^ister for the you:|g pQOr 
pie of the Idwn^ we^e proverbial. 
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In the year 1801, my friends procured for 
|ne an appointment in a public office in L'oih^ 
don; and from that time till 1804, my timet 
was occupied in the duties of my station f 
and my leisure hours, which were consider- 
able in the middle of the day, were devot 
to the improvement of my mind. 

During these years, I regularly attend 
the preaching of Mr. Newton and Mr. Ce- 
cil, and occasionally that of the Rev. Mr. 
Worth ington ; but I have no recollection 
under their ministry during this period, of 
receiving any strong religious impressions. 
Not then having any gross misconceptions 
of the Deity, or of his moral government, f 
lived consistently with my views of thc^ 
Scripture, abstaining from all outward ap- 
pearance of evil, and practising those duties' 
required by Christianity, which I conceived 
consisted in reverence to God, gratitude and 
kindness to my friends, and benevolence to 
all. Thus my time passed happily away, 
and I glided on its stream with delight. 

In the latter end of 1804, however, I vfus 
thrown into the society of several religious 
persons of different denominations, among 
whom I recognixed, as old friends of my 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson, fonnerly of 
the Strand, but latterly of Walworth. These 
were members I believe, of the Rev. George 
Clayton^s church ; and what is at once awful 
and extraordinary, both of them, the last 
tb^e I called, lay dead in their house.. 
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AmoBg mj new religious ^cquaintaneei, 
lome were connected with the London Itine* 
*Tant Society, and by their persuasion I join- 
ed it; and conunencing teacher in their Sun- 
day Schools, I walked to and from Enfield 
J^way every alternate Sunday, At this 
mk, I was happily unacquainted with reli- 
\ifxm controversy, both as it regarded doo- 
tnnt and discipline. I conceived that every 
man might be religions if ha would ; md, 
that if he was not, he incurred an awful re- 
^osibility. Under this impression, as I 
knew that much depended on early bias and 
instruction, I was desirous of assisting the 
yoaog in reading the Scriptures as the 
groundwork of all religion. These senti- 
ments I derived from the preaching and 
writmgs of the excellent Mr. Newton. Of 
modes and discipline I was at this time to- 
Ulj ignorant, being fully persuaded that it 
was religion^ and not the forms of it, which 
i^denc^ a man to be a disciple of Jesus. 
As, however, the teachers of Enfield High 
way School, and Ponder's End, walked 
liome together, discussions frequently occup- 
ied, both on doctrine and discipline, to 
which I listened attentively, but in which I 
took no part. 

In 1005, Mr. Jardine, whom the author 
if ^^ No Fiction,'^ has christened Banks, 
lite of Sun Street, an ujaassuming, pious 
joung man, brought young Andrew Reed 
4owD with him. He was then, and evcfr 
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after cailed, young Andrew^ beetuse bis^ 
father, who frequently came down to preaeh 
at Ponder^s End in the evening, itnder tbd 
auspices of the London Itinerant Societj^^ 
bore the same name. Mr. Jardine and young 
Andl^w, I recollect one Sunday mdrni^ 
orertook me in Edmonton, neigrly at jfl| 
Angel Inn, when I was reading Co«rp^ 
whose poetry lias solaced many aa otherwise 
inaty hour, from that to the present period. 
However, I do not recollect seeing any 
*^ dancing lambs/' as stateU by young An- 
drew, (now the Rev. Andrew Reed,) in "No 
Fiction,'' Vol. i. p. Id, nor do 1 remember as 
• I went along, seeing ^^ the halls covered with 
a beautiful robe of living green," or "bui- 
ter cops and daisies ;" but I shall Jiet now 
dwell on this accurate and beautiful descrif 
tion of a summer's day in a May morning, 
as I shall hare to notice it in the Review oi 
«* No Fiction." 

After young Mr. Reed was introduced to 
me, I do 4aot think that ten words passed 
between us that morning ; and any one wbo 
is acquainted with him, will. give credence 
to my assertion. Nor did I form a teiy 
estimable opiuipn of himy as I had an m 
nate antipathy to certain features which I] 
then thought were component part^ of hisj 
. physical constitution, and which have been' 
of essential benefit to his temporal interests 
up to the present time. My opinion of him; 
I gave, I believci freely to Mr. Jardin*; 
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wh, with a laudable desire to bfier ah ex- 
cose for his friend, observed, that ^^ he was 
I modest, and deep-thinking young man/' 
md at that time was under some serious im- 
pressions from the preaching of the Rev. 
Jpuel Lyndall. Being younger than our- 
niwes, I readily admitted the apology thua 
rffered ; and, as I was always an admirer 
of modesty in the young and inexperienced^ 
I thought this evinced, by the explanation, 
a proper and due deference to our age, and 
therefore hailed it as a noble trait in this 
yoang man which augured favourably. This 
was the first time I ^^ gave him credit for a 
better motive'' than he deserved; happy 
would it have been for me, had it been the 
only time, then *^ in the issue I should not 
bmbeen disappointed."* 

During these walks, our conversation gen-» 
eraliy was of a religious nature, and particu- 
larly as it regardied the places of worship 
we attended, the preachers we beard, and 
the sermons they delivered. Sometimes^ 
indeed, we spoke of discipline, and each one, 
BO doubt, delivered his sentiments freely, 
respeetiog the different ministers whos^ 
names occurred. As there were several 
other teachers, who, from attending his 
preaching, highly admired the Rev. Samuel 
Lyndall, as well as Jardine and Reed, they 
in general came off victorious ; for what they 
isould not answer by argument, they coa* 
• **No Fiction,^' Vol ii.'p. !«* 
4* 
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trived to obtain by fofe^ of numbers, tii 
these debates yOung Reed mantiifeited^ €^ 
parentis f a most enviable spirit, leaviflg the 
yulnerabie parts of Lyndall's sentf meMs >ta 
be defended by his more aged atid expert^ 
enced brethren, always speaking of hfim $i 
his spiritual &ther, and ^s beiig thft iastfW 
menty in the hands of God, of tumiti^ him 
£tom darkness to light,, by a sermon which 
he preached from the following words, ^ Atid 
the door was shut;'' and as haying laid hitn 
under such inddible and lasting obligations, 
as nothing could obliterate or destroy, either 
in time or eternity. This circamstance 
gave me a great preposi^ssiorn in favonl^of 
this young man, as I always considered 
gratitude to be of divine origin, and ingrati- 
tude as deriving its birth from the infernal 
regions. This appearance of gratitude to 
Mr. Lyndall he carried on so long a^ it 
suited his purposes. 

Influenced by these debates, by these ac* 
cusations, and this defence, I was induced to 
go and bear Mr. Lyndall preach | and with 
his discourses, my attention was \eTy forci* 
bly arreted. The doctrines, howererj 
which I thus heard delivered, had a very in* 
jurious effect on my mind, turning it from 
the solid and practical duties of Christianity, 
to the Visionary theories, if j^ot dslngerous 
and horrible speculations of high Calvinism. 
But thes^ kitter sentiments were cherished 
and supported by young Reedj whQ main- 
tained that he could see no taedium b^twc^o 
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tilt higb doctrines of Calvinism, and th« 
Imrible seatiments of deism. 

FroBQ attending on Mr. Lyndall's preach- 
ing oeeaaonally^ 1 became a regular bearer, 
Imriag mibstantial and practical truth for 
flpeettlatton ; and from reading pMCtical 
mters, 1 9 by the recommendation of Reed, 
b^an to peruse Gill, Toplady, Brine, and 
ethers of the same stamp ; but happily, I 
sdU remained exemplary, and unimpeacha- 
Ue in my eonduct 

Having thus drunk into the spirit and sen- 
timents of this preacher, and those divines, 
I unavoidably became more intimate with 
Reed ; and as he from that time manifested 
an extraordinary attachment to me ; — an at- 
tachment which was noticed by ev^y one 
who knew us, his conduct to me being so 
diferent from what he shewed to others, he 
appeared to me to be possessed of all the 
requisites for friendship } and as my employ 
allowed me considerable leisure, I was hap- 
py ia uniting with a young man of appa- 
rently similar tastes and pursuits with my- 
self. Tq improve our minds, and cement 
our friendship, we, in union with Mr. Jar- 
dine, a Mr, Palmer,a Mr. Liniker and some 
others formed, in 1806, a society called, 
" TheConteuding.Brethren Society/' which 
he has in <^ No Fiction/' dignified by the 
term, "Literary Society/' and where he 
talks about our attention being turned to 
" I^anguages^ Natural Philosophy; History, 



English Literature, Theolt^, &c.'* by- 
which, of course, the public would suppose 
that this Literary Society was formed oC 
young men from the highest circles, and of 
previously good and liberal education^ and. 
that the place of our meeting was equal, st- 
least, to that of the " Londou Literary SrfP 
ciety" in Aldermanbury, of which, tiiat 
extraordinary genius, and second Demoa- 
tkeries, young John Wilks, the attorney, 
and the author of the Life of the Queen, is 
the secretary.*^ But I assure the public, 
that the whole is a gross misrepreseaUtion ; 
and as I am writing what I know to be truth, 
1 am bound to state facts. The place ia 
which we met was a small kitchen in the 
house of Mr. Reed's father, in Cbiswell 
Street, where he kept a china-shop. I do 
not mention the kitchen out of any dJwe- 

1 to Mr. and Mrs. Reed, sen. whom I 

ly esteem, as if they would not let us 
any othu' room, which I havenodoubt 
would have done, had not the remain- 

:Dce mftvpij lathe "ThreBteoing Letter,"'! bad 
et orBdiniuian to this Societj, when there was a 
E oD rictioa. Tht* gentleman diiplajed hi* fb- 
, coniutent and logiciJ powen, bj apeakiDg 

It llie Noiela o[ Sir Walter Scotl, and in praiie of 
Fiction ;" and particularly pointing ou(, while sig- 
ndy looking at me, the " folly of Lefevre," u he 
I, in atlempting to reply to (hat work. Hi> non- 
lal attempti to be eJoqiwDt moiled mj ritibia 
iea, his penonalitiei my contempt and pityl Ai 
tond tiitiim tjtht Life ii/iha Queen he can notica 
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to of theit rooms (excepUag the dining- 
fioom) been oecupied by ledgers. 

The members of this wonderful society 
were^ myself^ (and I put myself first, be- 
oose I was secretary y librarian and trea- 
mirer,) a clerk od sixty pounds a year^ with 
$ eommoA Yorkshire education I Palmer, a 
journey«kaa pictureframe*inaker ; Jardine, a 
shoemaker^ who was journeyman to bis fa- 
ther, and bad to work yery hard to get a 
Hying ; Liniker, who I b^lieye was a jour- 
neyman eorrier ; and another, whose name 
t tergety but who was a journeyman baker, 
asd who was $o. stupid, Uiat h^ could hardly 
earn his own bread ; and last, but not the 
least, was our young noyelrst } who^ after 
baying been apprenticed to a watchmaker, 
persuaded his p^t^Otts- to purchase the re-> 
siaiiider of hi» lime, tiuit he might deyote 
.k to tfa^ more easy, although much humbler 
Employ .of beiog delf-porter to his mother.. 
I haye often been amused aiaee that time, 
whea ireflectiog. on our yabity and presump- 
tiouy to think of our conceit and self-import- 
anee. We frequently pretended to lecture 
on points of which we had scarcely any 
knowledge, and to discuss subjects, which 
oyerwbelm the intellect of men and angels. 
Reed's lectures, which are referred to in the 
letter of the Z3th of January, were on " the 
Introduction of Moral Evil," "Cherubim," 
&c. Thus foolish boys <^ rushed in where 
angels dare not tread." 
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Our books consisted of " GilPs Bod^oi 
Divinity/* *^ Adams's Lectures/' &c. th« 
value of which, when our association^ brok^ 
np, was about five or six pounds. But sq 
far was our society' from presenting Mr 
Reed with " Adams's Lectures," as stai 
/-^ by him in " No Fiction," Vol. i, p. 147, t\ 

' he purchased the workofmefortwoguineaa^ 
in. 1809, it having been returned tome, for 
part of the debt due from tiie society. 

Now let this plain and unvarnished a<s- 
eount be contrasted with the fine flaming 
statement given in ** No Fiction," Vol. L 
pp. 44-46, and p. 147; and then let aii]r 
reader say, whether that work merits the 
title which it bears ? It is worthy of re- 
mark, that throughout this work, Douglas ' 
bears a most wonderful character ; and the 
author well knowing that his eonnexioas 
would recognize Andrew Reed as theDoug* 
las, although without suspecting him as the 
author, takes every occasion to puff himself 
off, through Douglas, to the greatestadtantage.. 
\ Through a species of modesty, peculiar to 

himself, he says, '^ It was resolved, that 
« as Douglas possessed the bettef know- 
ledge of books y he should draw up sueh a 
course of reading ;" and, that " Lefevre and 
Douglas on the contrary had always a se- 
rious and noble object before them :'' and 
he makes Lefevre say to him, p. 147, " I 
told you it would not long survive yom^ 
absence." 



47 

it may however, perhaps, be asked by the 
reader, oa what evidence does it appear, that 
the writer of this book is the Lefevre that 
is introduced into " No Fiction ?*' To shew 
the identity o£ myself with Lefevre, I pub« 
Mi the following letters. But as it is not 
vmessary here to print the whole of their 
eoDtentiis^ I shall only make such extracts as 
bear on the point, ooserving, that those per* 
sons who wish for further evidence, may 
read the whole, as I shall place them, with 
everj other original document, in the hands 
of the publisher. 

(bxtbact.) 

To Mr. F. Barnett, 
65, LfCman Street, Goodman's-Fields. 

January 7, 1807. 
12 o'clock at night. 
My Dear Friend, 

But to attend to the subject of 
your letter, you ask, has Liniker given a 
sufficient excuse for his absence ? I think 
it will be well to write to him immediately, 
acquainting him with the dissatisfaction of 
the Society. Reflect on the mercies of your 
God; who hath rendered you so much more 
capable of cdmposing and lecturing on a 
subject of at leaist some of the members of 
the Contending Brethren's Society. 
I Yours to his uttermost, 

' ' A* B. Rbed. 
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My Dear Friend, 

I fully designed begging of yotT 
yesterday, to bring with you my titcturdri 
, on the different subjects proposed at our So-; 

ciety, but it escaped my menaory. I deC 
red it to this evening ; but being 4isappo!n ^ 
ed in your appearance^ I was cpmpeD^ 
thus to trouble you by applying pen to pa; 
per. I must beg of you to let me haW 
them to-morrow^ as I stand in great nee 
of them. If it will be easier for you 
leave them at Jardine's, do, and I will fet 
them in the evening ; but do not fail to com 
municate them. How was it our friend di 
not add one to our number this evening 

^ 111 

I hope not through indisposition, or anfj 
other disagreeable qause. Mr. Liniker wi 
with us, (consequently your loss was tbi 
greater.) His wife he informs us has bee 
near death ! — ' 

Yours in sincerity, 

A. a, R££i>. j 

I 

In reference I to Mr. Reed's signatur]|B,.|j 
think it right to inform the public, that li^j 
quired of his lopther if he. had any oti 
baptismal nap;ie except Andrew, when shfj 
^id he had not ; but that he added the J?^ 
his nam^ becatise he was so fond qf me. 

From certain expre^s^ns which occurred 
iti the lett^ ^m which I have taken the 



from aome conver- 
Reed nearly about 
luced to believe, al- 
a me any direct i^ 
his taciturn and b»> 
, that he eatertain- 
) the ministry. Oa 
ecting it, he ioform- 
le taik qf it ;" but 
it known, because 
church, (Mr. Lyn- 
a member, would 
ire them, that they 
iScations, and give 
latiott. Their voice 
awever, he treated 
>t, as the Rev. Mat- 
modate him with a 
urch, h^ having at- 
niQtioas which this 
i to as many youag 
him, that he might 
on 3 for the sacred of- 
Gospel. 

tmoved from Leman 

if a friend of mine 

1 was a j^e^ular at- 

olnoth. Iriiri oatn- 

i preaching of th* 

._.__., J pious and earnest 

Wnner, shewing "he was serious in a se- 

•^us cause," again generated serious reflec- 

tiom ia Epy mind, and turned my attention 
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iOrom speculative and injurious theories, 
the practical doctrines of Christianity, 
truths he preached came iviih a double foi 
as his character stood high in all the 
tions of life, both domestic and secular. 

The earnestness with which he prefiic] 
one evening, when he was canedonsui 
ly, in consequence of the unexpected iUi 
of Mr. Newton, after a night of watchi 
with one as dear to him as himself, gj 
'* lucid proof that he was always ready 
his heavenly Father's business. This 
course made such an impression on 
mind, that his very features and attitui 
while evidently sinking under the wei^btj 
apprehension for his friend, are sow fai 
liarly before me, and I think I hear him 
ing, "Be ye reconciled to God/' 

It was my happiness at this time, to coi 
under the roof of a friend, who exemplifi^ 
in his house, and in his whole deportment 
that such preaching produced the most bene 
Acial effects in his family. 

During three months the place where Mr 
Reed was to be fixed in an academy, re 
mained in a state of indecision. He got hh 
pastor, Mr. Lyndall, I believe, to write tt 
bis late friend Mr. Bull of Newport Pagr 
nell ;* and some steps were taken as it re- 

. * After Mr. Reed had been at Hackney about aix 
month*, we went there '^ on the Wy,**' as he then want- 
ed to leave Hackney, nnknown to Mr. Wilkt or Mr, 
CoUison, Does Mr. Reed recoUe^t my paying the e^ 
^99Ue9 f© undfnom- J^ewpori Pegntll^ for Mh •/ w f 



jy however, termioatei 
y, as the followiag ex- 
I's letter will shew. 



t, Throgmortoa StreeL 
weli Street, Finsbuty, 

March 7, 1807. 
rlend, 

asoo I did not write be- 
yery thing wasinastate 
rhen uocertaioty is the 
! ground for exertions, 
g tiie deputation waited 
le was absent from his 
entiy we repeated the 
in we had an interview 
, and am sorry to say 
1 our solicitations, after 

shall enter Hackney on 
must resign on Monday 
it not be most orderly to 

to you, and you read it 

fours sincerely, 

A. B. Rekd. 



revt Reed's letters^ after 
tMs period, will bear more or less on " No 
Fiction," and wilt shew how muoh sioiila- 
ri^, or rather dissimilarity subsists between 
the real letters aad the forgeries ;- forgeries 
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evidently committed for the purpose, throi 
them, of exalting himdelf ; said as these-i 
letters will give the candid reader M 
idea of the different character I must igj 
been at those periods, from his fictitiourl 
/^^ degrading character of mef, through th( ' 

'': mimed name of Lefevre, I shall, in ;fuj 

f piihlish the whole of their contents h 

^ >: ofextrctcts. This plan J shill adopts 

the reader may be convinced, / have 
delected such patts only as would meA 

I . jBerve my own purpose. 

Not having kept copied of my letter^ 

; this reverend gentleman, (atid who cd 

have thought it necessary ; how cOtild I i 
p&ct ^prcfe^sed friend like Mt. Reed,W 
ofteh h^s sJluded to the translated line of B 
race, *^ That friends should haVe all thini^ 
eofnmbn except their wife and theii" hoM 
would print forged letters, to injure and^ 
grade nle?) it is impossibM'for me exm 
to say, either what I have, or haVe ttot wif 

. ten; but hisoWn real letters to me at t 

'•) periods alluded to, will partly sh0W itA 

y purport ; and whatever I may have to regi 

as it regards my past cdnduct, their contei 
do not come in among the occasions of d 
lamentations. It is true, some of the a 
eient writers have advised, >'^ That a m\ 
should so live with hisfriend, that if h^b 
came his enemy, it should not be in I' 
power to hurt him.'' But this conduct, M 
Addison observes^ ^^ savcHirs more of M 
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a of discretion ;" and I am 8«ti»- 

, notwithBUnding the apparent ad- 

vhich tliia cunning may have giv- 

• enemy, and the enemy togenuine 

\p, {^» world will do me justice ; 

hea a friend is turned into lan ene- 

(n tbe wa of Siraeh 'ca!la him) a 

■of aeo-eta, th« world is just en<Higb 

) Ute perjidiouaneas of the friendy 

\an Ute indtacrttion of the perton 

itied in him."* 

The first letter which he inserts, as har- 

Y i»^ received from n>e after he had gone 

1 to the Academy, is in pp. 47, 48, Vol. i. 

" No Fiction," of whidi I have no recol- 

I lectioti ; from pp. 49 — 53, is his pretend- 

■ td rtpljf to that letter, which I prouounce 

t kt be totally fatse^ And, as if the watch- 

■e of Providence, had, by its secret 

ae, wonderfully preserved my let- 

iceived from this gentleman, even 

was driven a wanderer on the earth, 

en across the Atlantic : that'l might, 

I Irom his awn writing confute him ; and 

^11 if he were suffered to be blinded from 

\ Meing his own danger, that my confutation 

I' night be eonplete, and his disgrace inevi- 

' laUe ; as a warning to the world not to break 

the bands of friendship, wantonly and un- 

jottly ; I have bund tbe genuine letter he 

UBt to me at tbe very period alluded to : 

• Spectator, Vol. iii. p, 343^ 
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KBtAf as if his blindness were esnMI t<»» ima^ 
fttuatioiiy his interlocotory remarkty i^ -^ 
Biaj be allowed to use a soleciism, bettv^o0fl 
the letters, firings mathematical ptoot'^BM 
his real letter alludes to this^ period; (w he 
^^ says> *^ Happily far Jhuglas^ however^ fa« 
r \ was not ttiuoh influenced by the^eeiitiisi^Rli 
I'eferred to at the head oftiie ehaptdi^f^ 
Young as he wasy he had Kred to eee thtf 
dissolution of one eternal friendship ; and^ 
although he possessed very powerful mid 
generous feelings^ they ^tt^ generally tin- 
der the steady government of the undet^ 
standing/' &c.* 

Now in the following letter, there wa« 
otie enclosed to Mr. John Lyndall, who 
had been the pla}>fellow and corhpanion of 
bis youth, with a declaration in it, that he 
(the Rev. Andrew Reed) wished to br^k 
off his connexion with him ; and it was sueh 
a letter (for he sent it open to me, having 
previously told me his intention of writing t6 
him, and breaking off the connexion,) as td 
ensure a dissolution of friendship, however 
eternally they might previously have sworn 
it. It contained expressions the most insult- 
ing and unfeeling to this young man : of 
whom from the transient knowledge I had 
of him, justice compels me to ' speak, and 
my inclination willingly complies, in terms 
•f high approbation. He was generous with* 



• No Fiction, Vol. u p. 46. 
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M dstentsrtioii, and kind without affectation. 
fht lett^ tras apprecisrted according to its 
itfle&t; afid I dare say Mr< John Lyndall 
iMdd «ee fiirther into the motire of the wri- 
ter than any other person ; and since his con- 
dnctto me, has no doubt hailed thetermina- 
of it, so early, with delight. Mr. Reed 
w the name of Lyjuiall was offensive to 
the ears bath of the Rev. Matthew Wilks 
and Mr. ColHson. But if they were at va- 
riance with the y«Mer, was that any reason 
why the Rey. Sndrttv Reed should, by one 
blow, dissolve " one eternal friendship'* be- 
tween himself and Mr. Ljndall's inoffensive 
and aniiaMe son ? This, however, was the 
way Mr. Reed treated his associates, if they 
were likely to militate against bis future 
(prospects ; or if he found that the place of 
a former friend could be filled by a person 
Uke myself, who, with all the warmth of 
youth, was willing to sacrifice time, prop- 
erty, ease and comfort for his friend. The 
tmth of this remark may be inferred, in re- 
ference to poor Jardine, whom he blackens 
ahnost to a demon, in his letter to me of the 
8th of April, 1807; because Providence had 
not so far blessed him, as to give him the 
means of displaying his friendship for this 
ungenerous youth, in the same way as I was 
doing. Yet Jardine and Reed joined Lyn- 
dafl's church together ; and ** were like 
brothers swom,'^ sd long as the union could 
be of any benefit to the Reverend Andrew 
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Reed. If these . remerisj ^are o^iuudex^ 
harsh, let the candid .reader, after be hin 
read the. following letters, lay his haad oi 
his heart, and say, if he. can, that they an 
unjiisL 

F^*^, Mr. Babnett, ^ 

8, Warnford Court, Thro^orton Streej^l 

Hackney^ March 18, 1807. ^ 
My Very Dear Friend, 

It is not with pleasure that I 
thus have kept you in suspense, but I had 
neither pen, ink, nor paper until to-day. Oa 
reading your last I was much grieved to 
find that a remark I made had a tendenejr 
to hurt your mind, but depend upo'n it that 
it was not designed by me to produce s^.^J 
such eflfect 1 thought to have given you a 
history of my /i/e. since my change of situ* 
ation : but really my mind is so very low, 
and my Latin and English lessons calling so 
loudly for my attention, that at present it is 
impracticable. I have sent you John Lyn* 
dalFs letter, but 1 have forgotten the name 
of the court, you will greatly oblige nue bj 
ascertaining it, and affixing the Number ; 
it is in Broad Street, the first court from 
^ Wormwood Street, you will see Mr. Cor* 
delKs name on the door: likewise I should 
be glad to have the Catalogue, and my Lee* 
ture-book. Vol. li.this week: if you cannot 
send them by the post, I can as easily fetch 
them from my father's. Write to me very 
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iOMy aad wWb «&er things, give me t 
^dotit of bat M ooday^s procaedings. \ 

Youm sincerely, 

A. R Rekik 
At Rev. Mr. CoUison's, 
Well Street, Hackney. ,'^^^ I 

■ i* 

Mk, F. BArhett, 

8, Warnford Cefurt* 

Mank^f 1807, Haekney. 

My Very Dear Friend, 

Being disappointed of my inters 

Vietr -mtli you yesterday, (which 1 hope 

arose firem no unpleasant cause,) I gladly 

seise the present opportunity of conveying 

a few tines to yon. Considering past cor- 

re^ondenees, and the present relations we ^'' 

leu* to eaich other, the first thing * which 

tiainw my notice, is, the reception of your 

p^eel on Saturday last; in which I found, 

to my great surprise, enclosed, ** Mosheim's 

Eoelesiastical History," pens, sealing-wax 

and paper. Not that I ever doubted that 

yoor friendship could prove itself by such 

tokens ; bst it coming so unexpectedly, you 

•know it naturally produced surprise as to 

Hoe^ identity of the thing. So far from ex* 

pecttng me to fill a page with an acknow*^ 

iedginent of your kindness ; to pour forth en*- 

cemiums on the genuineness of your afiec- 

tien; or to attempt to dignify your charac- 1 

te opon sttch premises, I am conscious it 
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would yield sensations of pain to yoiir xniai. 
What shall I do then, mj deat* friend ? I 
cannot give you my heart; that is year's d* 
ready. I cannot resolve to give rou an in- 
terest in my praytrs ; that has oeen your 
portion for months that are past I cannot 
f^ return the favour in kind; tluit y6a have dc-^ 
* nied me. Well then, I must subseribe ni^* 1 
self your debtor, while it sMI be my eon- ^ 
cern to liquidate my debt by aa exercise of 
an increasing (if possible') degree of affec- 
tion. I am decidedly of your (pinion, tkat 
Christianity is not inimiesl to vital friend- 
ship, though many prdfessors of the former 
are completely strangers to the latter. -But 
you know, my friend, thai it is enidenf, 
the principle most deBtrudiee of mniual 
friendships is self love ^ " every one sect 
ing his own ;'' and if we had no other evi* 
dence, the a^postle^s severe censure on saeh 
a spirit is sufficient to prove 'it diafneiri' 
sally opposed to the leading prineipkscj 
Christianity, But I l^ive the' requests of 
a former letter to answer. Mr. Cofiison ap- 
pears to be a very nice man, and of a very 
pleasing disposition, and I hope I shall be 
comfortable under his instructions. As te 
my diet^ I have no reason to fear ill conse- 
quences from that It is very good and 
wholesome, and ofttimes very enticing* 
The students answered to my expectations 
considerably : some of tb«n have I believe^ 
very acceptable talents^ but none of them 



t. Some are not too 
, aad'consequenlly are 
i>)f fdi hour when op- 
, but upon the whole I 
blame them, at least 
1 widi Horton and Ho- 
lies, I have but a very 
iveofthem. Mymind 
SQ, and too backward 
I have wished my- 
1 assure you, when I 
exercises to which I 
ver I hare been much 
in contemplating ittb 
ty of Jehovah Jesus, 
d to satisfy your mind, 
very shortly, tind see 
If you can, wnte to 
■M 800D, and &vour me with an answer to 
ttte blowing question : " What use should 
we make of authors in writing Themes, 
Sennons, &c. f" Form no apologies ^in 
for keeping me from my studies; a letter 
from my friend oftentimes leads me to re- 
flections not less delightful. But it is time 
tlut I had come to a close. That your God 
may be my God ; that your foes may be 
my fijos, eternally, is the sincere prayer of 
Yours affectionately, 

A. B. Re£D. 
Well Street, Haokoey. 
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Mk. F. Bahnett, 
Warnford Court 

Hackney f Jlpril 8, 18Q7» 
My Very Dear Friend, 
^^ I have to acknowledge the mtit 

'^ \ . lure of pleasure and surprise I witnessed ii 
the reception of your letter last eTenro|^ 
As to the contents of it, however, I eoafeai 
I received but littte surprise, because I al« 
ready was assured of the reality and perpe^ 
tuity of your friendship. ' If I am to accepi 
of your kind offer, and am to have my 
choice respecting the size of the paper, I 
Aink I should like an assorimenL As to 
the charge of non-application you maka 
against me ; when I remind you that it itf 
not more than a fortnight since your kind 
presentation, and that I hare not used the 
paper, &c. you then communicated, I have 
no doubt but you will permit that same de* 
gree of affection to be exereised in cancel* 
ling the charge^ which was exercised, in 
raising of it. But my dear friendy if I 
might (without doing the least injury to your 
mind) caution you never to hurt yourself 
by friendship, I would : for I hope I have 
not such false ideas of friendship, as to sup*- 
pose there can be no love in the heart wheFS 
the hand is not always in the. pocket : but I 
forbear. As to the mode of conveying it to 
me, it will lose something of its vahieif you 
do not bring it to me. I shall be very glad 
to have a visit from you as soon as possible, 
only contrive it so as to" be with me about 
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f ct'ckifUc^ and remnn to tea. Choose a fine 
n, and Miui me a line before, that 
J bemire offindln^ me withia. Thai 
dine designed honouriog me with a 
u a piece of information to which I 
td until I received yours. How he f"^^ 

ive such intiii] aliens i know opt, for r i 
aerer expressed the least desire to 
at Hackney, and most likely never 
or since I faaxe-beexi here I have re- 
ncreasiog evidence that, paradoxical 
ay appear, he is a Christian, who ia 
'^tt stranger to everv principle of 
■ity, and foreign to affection. I re- 
his telling me, he once formed a re- 
solution to abandon society, and if he has so 
much of the misanthropist about him, I must 
say i think it would little matter. However 
lie serves well to set off character prompt- 
ed by opposite principles. This you know 
I, coDunuDicate in confidence. As to his 
anxiety to become a student, I can ssy but 
little, if however he should pay me a vtsit, 
I should bequch inclined it was from some 
nich motive, because I know the man .-' 
ud I can further assure you, that was he 
here he would not ^nd a happy h(wr 

* Sacb ««B the porirait which Ht. Re*d rlr^w of 
Uia joDDg lOEiD. HatwithtlandiDg wbioh, whenerer 
ki bag m«f him eince wrilinf the above, he hni treated 
UairHb ttto ■mtnttt apparent cordiality and fntttdihif 1 
What haman beinr i< capable of anblding the chaiac- 
InnrtbiB reverend "diipl«.°" 
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scarcely^ through \m two years, dt I am 1x141 
taken. But I am compelled to eoncIiid# bj 
subscribing myaelf^ Yours siacesely t 

t 

gH Mr. F. Barn£TT, 1 

H| Warnford Courts j| 

*^^ Hacknty^ May 4, 18(>t3| 

My Very Dear Friend , i 

It was with pleasure that I rs; 
ceived yours this evening. But I was spee* 
dily filled with deep concern^ on reading thfl 
first page, and finding the sad state of joui 
health. You inform me that your desire for 
improvement is still the same, but I had ^ 
most wished that it had considerably abated^ 
for I am much inclined to believe that your 
vigorous attempts to strengthen your mind, 
tend much to weaken your body. Let me 
entreat you therefore to be more carefuJ of 
your weaker part* To get wisdom is a no- 
ble pursuit ; btit you will recollect that wis- 
dom is never more displayed than in ^prU' 
dential line of conduct I am glad to find 
you design taking advice to-morrow^ : I hope 
your resolution will not be shaken* As toi 
the latter part of your letter, my dear friend, 
I confess myself entirely overwhelmed ! 
To pass a refusal 6n such aninstance of your 
kindness, would be to tamper with your 
feelings, which I would ever carefully avoid; 
but let me entreat you my friend, not to de« 
sign any thing of the kind again. Recol* 



63 

fcet the faVotrrs you hare already crowded 
opoa mv hands, and for which I am your 
icknowledged debtor. Dr. Sharp's is, I be- 
lieve, not worth your purchasing, at least 
8t so dear a rate : he wrote against Hutch- 
loaon's explanation, merely to shew that it 
Ujjls uncertain, and pretended to no certainty 
mnself ; but how far more hopeful is cer- 
f tainty Uian uncertainty for a prize ? The 
questions you propose are delicate, and will 
require much consideration : I must beg ex- 
emption from offering any thing on them^ 
to-night, as the weakness of my eyes begin 
to giye me great pain. That every bless- 
ing tending to felicitate body and mind may 
be yours, is the earnest prayer of 

Yours most affectionately, 

Andhew R&KO. 

Mr. F. BABinETf, 

8, Wamford Court. 

Hackney J May 17, 1807. 

My Very dear Friend, 

I have just concluded Mr. 
Overton's Apology with great pleasure. If 
I may be allowed to judge, I think it is a 
work as remarkable for a display of sound 
judgment, keen understanding, and what ia 
more than all, attachment to the truth ; as 
for its truly candid and polite style : he ac- 
knowledges that he goes no further than the 
Sublapsarian scheme. Now whether or not 
fte truth does not lie between the Subtap- 
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barium and Siipf^k]|8ia*ian is a doObt in nsj 
miDd, on which offer me a few remarks h 
jrour next. Ako what yo<i think of his de 
fence of ** degrees in glory;'' In readioj 
_ the extract from Daubeay and Go. some* o 

0^% which are horrible, I was increasingly con 
f vinced that the eamal mind is ^nnetjfl 

^^inst God and the trutJis of Ood. B«| 
we ever be* kept from such cursed, despeeS 
ately wicked tearts ! I have always thougiii 
that the chui*eh, at the reformation, was good 
so far as she went, but that she did not gd 
Jar enough ; and the causes seem to be weH 
assigned by Mr. Overton, p. 49, line 13, td 
p. 50. But your kind acquittal from th< 
task, of answering the questions ^ and my 
great hurry this eyening to get to town, wiU 
free me from offering any thing on this sub^ 
ject ; indeed I would kntreat you never to 
let it give you an uneasy moment. Mkf 
the God of peace be with you ever. 

Yours sincerely, 

Anobbw Rscir. 
N. B. Write to me soon. Did you hear 
Draper ? How did you like him? 

The last letter, is the real one which Mri 
Reed sent me ia reply to one I had written 
to him ; and in answer to sOme questiong 
that I had proposed, for information, on the 
propriety of distent from the Established 
Church. Part of the letter which I then 
wrote, I believe he has published in ''No 
Fiction," Vol. i. p. 146*, 147, as in March 
1807, 1 lent him Overton's " True Chumh- 
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pui Ascertained/^ which was partly the. 
cnoe of my writing to him on the proprie- 
\f ot dissent^ and to request his opinion of' 
^rtoD^s work : therefore ihe above real 
ktttTj shoidd be inswted in « No Fiction/' ^^ 

jL 147, instead of the manufactured one, f^\ 
yittn p. 148 — 159, as will be evident to 
Kky intsUigent and candid reader. * 

f lay mind, at Uiis period^ was much ha<* 
nssed with doubts, respecting the propriety 
of dissenting from the Estabushed Church ; 
and as I conceived no one would desert her 
pale without sufficient and substantial ground, 
1 naturally thought, a Dissenting Academy 
the most likely place to have those reasons ' 
assigned which I wanted, and by which my 
doubts might he remoyed. Under this im-^ 
pression 1 proposed my questions to Mr. 
Reed, who was preparing for a dissenting 
polpit, where I persuaded myself he would 
frequently find it necessary to defend that 
line of conduct which he had adopted ; and, 
eonsequently, that he would be able to di- 
feet axe to such publications as contained 
arguments the most invincible. The public 
therefore may judge of my surprise, when, 
io answer to my inquiries, I received from 
this <^ grave and deep-thinking" student, 
the following laconic, and unsatisfactory re- 
ply, << Never let it give you an uneasy 
moment /" 

My mind, however, was differently con« 
structed : I was inquiring after truth 3 and 
6* 
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not having taken religioiiU|>fisa jMn^A*^) 
for base purposes, butfretn .a desire to wor- 
ship my Creator in that way wbidi he bid 
laid dowa in his word; looking with- a fill 
view to my aocoQntability hlsr^fier, I m» 
thrown into a state of mental fii^tetion,whiiBh 
has continued in a greater or lessdegree 
that moment to ti^e present period, 
consequence of this indecision has 
that I have never joined myself to znj 
church, tiioogh I cannot but review this 
omission of a solemn duty, with painful re- 
collections, and the most sincere regret 

Instructed thus by melancholy experieott, 
I would mast seriously advise all, into whose 
hands this publication may fall. Whatever 
doubts they may entertain respecting disei 
pline and chureh*government, so to unite 
themselves to some religious eommuoi^^ 
that they may partake ef the sacrament 
of the Lord's supper, as an e^dence of theif 
obligation, and a memorial ef dieir gratitude 
for Uie Saviour's dying love. Let tbemnol 
suffer either tlmr own scruples, or dioefl 
angry discussions respecting what is the 
right church, to cause them to fc»^ it* 
sacred head. While others are dispotinji^ 
about, the scaffolding, let them silently pe^ 
ticipate in those solemnities, which com- 
municate joy and satisfaction to the soul in 
its probationary state, and are means in the 
hands of God, to prepare it foer« immortal 
blessedness. * 
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7rcn& this time to tbe end of the ye^ 

f 1807, althoagh I remained under these 

doabts, and was in the habit of seeing Mr. 

, Seed two or three times a week, yet he 

I oeTer alluded to the subject, and always 

' weved it ;when proposed, and eodeavoured ^^, 

^t^ preTent its introduction. Nothing, howr ^ 

Nver, of any parki(»ilar moment occurred at 

this pmod worthy of being laid before the 

pabUe, exceptii^ that Mr. Reed caught a 

eold by sleeping in what the students at 

Hackney used to call '* the dormitory,'' before 

it was thoroughly dry, and by which a slight 

inflamnrtation took place. Nor would eren 

this be worth noticing, were it not for that 

besiitifol description of it in chapter the 

third of " No Fiction.*' But, however, be- 

tore I proceed to state the facts of this ill* 

ness, I beg leave to call the attention of th^ 

reader to Sie <^ artful sophistry" of this rev* 

^ erend novelist. 

Knowing that if he stated it, a^^ving oe- 
I eurred while at the Hackney Academy, 
many of the students would immediately 
detect its nonsensical falsity ; to prevent 
diseovery he throws it back as happening 
before that period, as the. reader will per- 
ceive. Now that it could not allude to any 
yineas before, is contradicted by the fact, 
that I never knew of any illness he previ* 
ously had; and I challenge him, his father 
and mother to prove, that I ever ** flew to 
his bedside/' as stated by him in page 30 /j 



Ujad indeed how i^uid I ? I never I^eiv be 
was ill, nor did I ever know, where be .slept. 
However, it is a well-known fact, that in 
consequence of the cold alluded to, a slight: 
inflammation took place, which eaused Afr. 

nCollison, (who is a kind and humauie man^) 
to grant Mr. Reed the indulgence of sleetM 
ing in a room for a short time by hii^sc^B 
But the statement of the Rev. A. Beed that; 
there was any danger, that the ^^ existence 
of his dear Dovglaa was threatened/' aad 
that *^ his return to perfect health'^ was 
** rendered a matter of uncertainty,*' must 
surely shake the gravity of Mr. Collisoa 
himself, and it will make him exclaim, 
^^ Reed is too deep for me, although I am 
a Yorkshire-man. He has put this account 
of his illness previously to his coming to 
the Academy, that I might not, when look- 
ing over the manuscript of *^ No Fiction,"* 
detect this false and ridiculous account.'' 

That he was frightened and alarmed about 
himself, I will readily grant, and all who 
know him will believe; but beyond ihisp 
Jew besides himself could discover any cause 
for apprehension. It is true, he got me to 
wait on Surgeon Blair, who humanely call- 
ed upon him on his way to his country, 
house at Walthamstow. Yet his affection^' 
ate mother was overwhelmed with anxiety ; 

• The manuscript of " No Fiction'' Jay with Mr. Col- 
lifon some time for bis corrections. I know the penoQ 
who fetdbtd it from Mr. CoQiflOD's and tpqk It to the 
printer'** 
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ttd to assnage her grief, I believe I went t& 
Haekney almost every day. -A few days, 
Itowerer, reqioved his fears ; and when his 
fan were gone^ he recovered apace ; and 
liegan to eat as heartily, and sleep as soundly 
tifonnerly. His indulgent mother observea 
Ivmeone day, during nis illness, that if she 
hd toy wine she would send him some. Oit 
tearing this from her, I took the hint, resolv^ 
ing that he should not suffer any ineonven^ 
i^nce from the inability of a tender parent. 

Mj friend^ with whom I then lodged^ 
vA myself, had a short time prior to this^ 
bought some wine, which till then was a 
joint stock, but which we immediately di- 
vided, and my share I exported to Hacknety ; 
tndwhen this young gentleman had finish- 
^ it all, his exhausted cupboard was replen* 
iihed at my expense. To his tutov Mr. 
Coffison — ^to Mr. Elvy and Mr. Moore of 
Ix^ndoti, who then were fellow-students with 
^im; and to those other gentlemen who 
^vere students at the same time, but who are 
now residing in different parts of England, 
I willingly and fearlessly refer the public, as 
It regards the accuracy of my statement, of 
this (ian^erot^ illness, and- the vanity and 
folly of his own account ; as well as it re- 
lrM% my behaviour to this selfish, ungrate* 
All and calumniating individual, during the 
whole of the time he was at the Academy. 

f^ar be it from me to introduce these facts 
^ exhibit my own liberality. I accuse Mr. 
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Reed t>f ingratitude ; I charge him with tnr 
ducin^ my character iti ^^ No Fiction ;'' aady 
there&re^ c&nnot pass over the incidents (Ml 
which these accusations are founded, in tolii 
silence, without doing injustice to my e 
reputation^ I shall not however, enter is 
a minute detail of my conduct towards hi 
either during his indisposition, of which, 

i>arently to excite sympathy, lie has p 
ished such a pathetic aecoust, or on his 
covery. To expatiate on such particulars^! 
is grating to my feelings, a3 it must be t 
every one possessed of the least grain 
modesty^ to speak of his own acts. 

In the latter end of 1807, 1 removed 
Warnford Court to the east of Londoir 
which was unfavourable to my religious pro- 
gress, being again brought under the sour^ 
of th^igh Calvinistic doctrines, by whii 
my mind had been already so seriously i 
jured. It was in February 1808, that I fiad 
I first heard Mr. Reed preach. This was at 
the Rev. Charles Hyatt's, from the follow- 
ing words; "Cast me not away from thf 
presence ;" and shortly afterwards he wrote 
me the following letter : 

Mr. F. Baknbtt, 
lOS, York Street, Commercial Road. 

Hackney^ February 2Zy 1808. 
My Very Dear Friend, 

I fully expected you would have 
dcme the friendly office which you are bound 
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ar mutual ties before thi'a, t. e: 
ired your free remarks oa mj de- 
ibbath evening. I need not tell 
le twig and not the sturdy oak is 
bending. If I commence with 
ball doubtless drag them with me 
-. Pray then give me your most 
'emarks where you judge I may 
titvU, matter, manner, ^. fyc. 
I discba^ these and similar du- 
fairest flower 'that blossoms on 
und, and is something very dif- 
laracter from those flimsy friends 
onfidence by their cant, lies and 
[ design to take tea with my 
Vednesday week if possible. . 
my expectations were of Bishop 
ey are less now. I am glad I had 
ible of exporting him to Hackney. 
r of Twining, Fellows, and Bon- 
much admire. Don't you per- 
rays of modern candour in the 
Itfighliogale? I am much aurpris- 
e not written as I find your books 
d, your stove arrived, &c. I hope 
!ad as much for me as yourself, 
t mine by the post. I am nearly 
vheni find how little 1 have done 
[■ear. Wishing all your temporal 

1 enjoyments by being sanctified, may lead 
your thirst increasingly after spiritual one^ 
is the prayer of Your eternal I'riend, 
A. RBSto, 
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Whetfaer I attended to this ^^j^edlioa j|j 
not, I cannot tell ; but I recollect iwas detoi 
inined ifot to say any thing to him about u 
sermons, after tbe^^^nner in which be spo^ 
to me of Mr. Alersy now Mr. Alers Hankej 
who gave )iim privately som^ Christian 
JTriendly advice, in Mr^ Ford's vestry 
Stepne}'', after hearing him preach from/ 
same words, (and of course the exact sei 
alluded to,) one Sunday afternoon, at 
latter end of the year, I Chink on Christmi 
day. The pride and vanity he displayed] 
that occasion^ and the contemptuous mam 
in which he spoke of the opinion of a m^ 
who was sup^ior to himself both in intett 
and experienhe, gave but little encours 
ment for me to say any thing to him. As N 
was youngy I thought time would correct ii 
pride, and a knowledge of the world wouN 
subdue his vanity. Little did I think thai 
** they would grow with his' growth, m 
strengthen with his strength ;'' and mud 
less, that I should live to see him G0urtin| 
the consummation of his youthful folly b| 
publishing (o the world, through a reb 
gious novel, an account of himself, whicl 
for its vanity, would cause the most igui^ 
rant nursery-maid in the metropolis to blush 
and make her ashamed to have it knofM 
she had written it : much less did I thei 
expect that a paramount duty to myself, t( 
my friends, and to the public would require 
me to shevr its calumniesi falsities^ and tbf 
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HfAty fit its liuther^ and thus entomb it' adtt 
its surprising author's littrary fame in thft 
* vault of the Capolets^* for ever. 
■ As it is not my wish to extend the ac«* 
IBWint of myself further than will be necessa^ 
fj to identify myself with Lefevre, and to 
duce the real letters fvhich I received 
Mr. Reed during the period under con- 
ration, that they may be contrasted with 
c fictitious onei* published in " No T\^ 
iloto/' I 'pass on from this time to that in 
. Which he was appointed to preach in a 
idmewhat regular manner. The period in 
which this took plkce, was in July, 1808; 
md the place of his appointment was Selby 
in Yorkshire. But as I always wish him to 
speak for himself, I pc(5irsh the following 
letter which he sent me from that place : 

To Mr. F. BarnetT) ^ 

108, York Street, Commercial Road. 

Selby f Julyy Monday ^ 1808. 

' Exouse my falling into the fas fiibn, but 
when it suits me, I like to suit myself to 
it, I find that when a letter is not entitled. 
It at once may be the property of a plurality 
of persons, and it is thus I wish the present 
few lines to be. I do flatter myself that if 
my very dear friend B. knew what I have 
to conflict with, and how many various calls 
for my attention an'd time, he would not 
7 
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charge me with infringing the bonds of ii 
indissolubie friendship. Accept of my sitt 
cere thanks for yoar long and pleasant lei 
ter, and let my dear mother acT!ept the sami 
for her's. One reason why I do not sen^ 
many long letters to you, is because I writ^ 
tomj/riends first, and when fatigued bV 
the exercise, I then scribble down a few lii 
to my dear friends. ISelby, my dear B. 
a good sized*market-town ; it is in the foi 
of a triangle, and contains, I th!nk, aboi 
5000 inhabitants. It has a river washing 
its fronts, and being navigable and havinj 
communications to ail parts of the nort 
of England, renders it a considerable placer 
of trade. There are at times from forty to 
filty vessels lying in the river, and at pre- 
sent we have three building here. Its onJy 
curiosity, I belieite, is the church. This 
building is of great antiquity, and of an 
amazing size^ being large enough to contain 
more than the inhabitants. It has in all 
probability been a cathedral, and formerly 
there was a monastery attached to it, a mile 
in circumference, some parts of which remain?' 
to this day. With overflowing gratitude I 
can say the cause here flourishes increas- 
ingly. I never saw any thing to equal last 
night, yve had almost as many outside of our 
building as within. Let this excite you to 

f' raise and prayer for me. As to my health, 
do think it is somewhat improved, but my 
^ood father's supposition is not well found-* 
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bL I felt much exhausted yesterday. I 
design to leave Selby after the second Sab- 
kth in August at latest. I am here but fi& 
teeo miles from York, but yet cannot I fear 
leach Knaresborough. There is no convey* 
toce but by horse, and last week I rode four 
teen miles, which exercise quite overcame 
|pe. [ hope you will write more.frequ6ntl)r 
i great -deal; a letter from London is like 
a eooling Wftshy this sultry weather. Will 
you be kind enough to forward the enclosed, 
and be assured that I continue to be an af* 
fectionate friend to my dear B. and a loving 
sod dutiful son to my dear parents* 

Yours, 

Actuated as I then was, and hope I always 
have been, and ever shall be, by the gene- 
roas feelings of friendship, and anxious to 
embrace every opportunity of testifying its 
sincerity, for one who professed to be my 
eternal and ^* indissoluble friend," as is con* 
Teyed in the forgoing letter; -on the receipt of 
it, I wrote to Mr. Reed, stating that if he could 
procure permission from the Academy, I 
would meet him at Knaresborough, where I 
was sure he would receive a hearty wel* 
come from my father add mother; particu- 
larly my mothi^r, whose sole delight appear- 
ed to be in acts of kindness and auction to 
her children ; and the best way she thought 
a^ could evince that a£fectioQy was, by trea^ 
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ipig ihfir fri(a«ds wi(h an iocraas^d degr«ai 
df »tt0ntiaa. It wm with some difScultj! 
tiiat I could gain a month's leave of absence j 
as.sef eral of my brother t^jQicers wished a.1 
^ s^kQie period for an opportunity U> vi«ift 
i^^ir distapt frjeoda. This difBculty fv^ai 
flsp j^Q^idi^gMiy inCTBased, as I had at; 
i^y twico obtain^ a lemponary e;sea^ 
^Qn i^oqa the dutiies of my offioe, 4o speiSi 
ipm^ time in my native town. The fir&t o| 
these I well recollect was in LBOS, when $ 
accompanied thither my sincere and iw^ 
bat^d friend, John Walton, S^ugar^refiner, <i| 
Angel Alley, Whitechapel, and LaB(ibetli 
Street, Goodman's Fields. This gentlemaa 
has kindly allow^ me to use his name ia 
any way I think proper in the account I 
ttt^qsgiy^ of myself; and wiiiicb is in s^me 
measure slendered necessary^ several religious 
professors having had the unblushing audaci'« 
%y to apply that libellous and infamoMa charn 
acter given of Wallis in " No Fictibii'* U^ 
biw* The falsehood of this character, as it 
is tbus applied, I am happy in having s^b 
ppportupity of boldly asi|0rtiag before iii§ 
^orld ; and I fearlessly asseit, (and I hem 
qjiallepge Mr. Reed 0ga4n to come forward 
a|i4 contradict the assertion if he can,) tha^ 
the features of profligacy which Mr. Reed 
ba3 delin^ted in the portrait of Wallis, had 
DO exist^itce, except in the fertile imagina- 
tion of the reverend author, to give variety 
to h^ novel ; m^Iess hq has drawn that char* 
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«ter from an acquaintance of his own, of 
▼horn I have no knowledge ; but this I shall 
lave to notice hereafter. . 

My second leave of absence was in 1807. 
is it is possible that my word might be dis- 
puted by some of the friends of the Rey. 
Andrew Reed, it becomes mm where hi9 
mpn erroneous »$a4ements Can be contra* 
Haled by his real ktters, to publish them, 
howeyer trivial they otherwise may be, to 
substantiate the truth of my assertions ; and 
where 1 cannot produce documents either 
dfaiect or corroborative, I shall say but little. 
Iq adopting this mode of procedure, I trust 
the candid reader will bear with me, in the 
arduous and difficult task I have under* 
taken ; as it is only by pursuing this appa* 
rently confused and irregular method, that 
A can fulfil my pledge to ^^ detect the artful 
sophistry and the gross misrepresentations 
in ^^ No Fiction," which I feel assured I shall 
accomplish to the reasonable satisfaction of 
every unbiassed individual. It is for this 
leason that I publish the following letter, 
a^hich I passed over in the proper place, not 
thinking it of any importance, until perceiv* 
lAg that it contradicts and falsifies the lan- 
guage he has put into my mother^s mouth, 
in page 57, by which, even the dead, as well 
as the living, are rendered subservient to bin 
design 7 in carrying on his wondrous Ul^ 
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Po$t>0ffioe9 Knaresborough^ Yorkriiltfe. 

HcickneyyJfune I, 1807. - 
~ My Very Dear Prie»d, 

I thoufi^t'tbe iiext time I shooU; 

write to you, I should blame yoa for J^cnsr 

silence; but a9 I have been aa eriinmailf. 

neglectfuly the reproof mvat return into 

qwn bo^om. Indeed I should liave w ' 

before, but sinee I have heard il Ib li 

I shall visit the eouotry In the vaeatki% 

have been necessarily much engaged, 

must still be so, as I assure you I feel awfi 

inadequate to so great a work as preaching 

Gospel, which must be either a savour of 

unto life, or of death unto death in them w 

hear it. And added to this, I find pe 

religion at such a low ebb^ that I am terrifi 

at consequences ; prayer is frequently a com 

plete burden, ordinances are vehicles of lit' 

tie that is good. In short, I have no othe 

exercise than to lament over a heart iK>t t 

be parallelled in dreadful hardness I I w 

seized with an equal degree of surprise 

pleasure on reading your design to lea^ 

town for York. My pleasure arose &om 

persuasion that a relief from business, 

visit to your native place, the enjoyment 

your friends, together with the use you teU^ 

me you design to make of the waters, would 

establish your health and revive your mind* 

The re-stating of the questions you speak 

of^ I shall defer till you reach our metro* 
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is again, because you gbay^ I tm ceHaiiii 
ind 8vfflcient to ^tnpk^y you ; an4 to ^r* 
yourself would be (o oppose the benefit 
ual design of yoiir present recreation. By 
is, bowever, I do nol exempt you from 
ing ; however dOatery I may be, I hope 
f^eceive several letters from jiou, but I do 
It demre fetsguiiig ones. Answer this, if 
nWe, immediately, as I shall be glad to 
iaformed of the nature of your journey, 
yoar heddi aftflr it, ihepariial effect ef 
Ihe waters, &e. You will exeuse my briefly 
eoncluding, by wishing that you may be 
peculiarly distinguished by the favours of 
the Redeemer, and earnestly entreating your 
prayers for me at the throne of Divine 
grace* 

I remain, 

Your's affectionately, 

Andbew Reed. 

These di£Soulties, however, respecting my 
obtaining leave of absence, being removed, 
I went to Knaresborough during the first 
week in August, and waited Mr. Reed's ar- 
rival from Selby, which is about thirty miles 
from Knaresborough, which took place in a 
few days ; and to substantiate the identity 
of myself witli Lefevre, and Mr. Reed with 
Douglas, by indisputable documents, I pub- 
lish the following extract from his mother's 
letter to us there. This extract will also 
ihew OA what terms I iben stood with her^ 
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aod in what light I ought to consider hcs 
friendship for mo. Nor do I say ihefiy be 
cause I conceive she now has a differea 
feeling for me, as I have heard it reported 
that even so lately as during my illness 113 
the month of May, ISdJB, she spoke of my 
probity, honour and kindness, in her inira- 
riable way, (and I know she h too pious to 
dissemble,) and also of the highly unchris*-; 
tian, unwarrantable and ungrateful manner 
in which her son had behaved towards Rie 
in publishing " No Fiction,*' a work which 
she knows is replete with falsehood aad 
mis-statements. 

Dear A and B, 

I do not know whether you 
expect another line, or not, but as I feel dis- 
posed, I shall not hesitate. I feel much in* 
debtcd to Mrs. Barnett for my son's kind 
reception. As I hope to see you soon, I 
need not study to give you any particular 
ne^s, but only tell you what you know be* 
fore, that I am with great affection, your 
adopted and real mother till death, 

M. R££Dt 

During the time we were at Knaresbo* 
rough, Mr. Reed was treated by my friends 
with the utmost kindness and attention. Our 
time was spent as most other young men 
s})end theirs, when visiting, in eating and 
drinking, walking and reading, talking and 
sleeping \ nor was there any thing that tran^- 



H 

lored there, which would have required the 
leaMt seticey except that the real circutn* 
sUaces which occurred, may be ^ contrasted 
mtb the dazzling deacription af tKia journejf: 
ia, ^* No Fiction/' a work which in a great 
degree derives its ejdatence irooi the yiaions 
of a ereati ve fancy. 

It is txnep he preached in the Wesleyan 
I Chapel at Knareshorough, from the follqw^* 
ifig worda : *^ How shall we escape, if we 
ne^^eet ao great siilvation ;*' and I mentioi| 
ike words, as hundreds of persons will idenj^ 
tify the reverend gentleman from that cir^ 
eamstanee, as at Selby, and afterwards ia 
London during this year, he preached the 
lame sermon at several places. 

It is true, as stated in " No Fiction,'* VoL 
Lp. 65, that my mother did say onb day, we 
had better take a walk to the Wells, f. 0» 
the Harrowgate Wells, a place about three 
miles from Knaresborough, gnd well knowi| 
as a fashionable summer resort ; and at heir 
request, although at great inconvenience ta 
himself, we w^re accompanied by a Mr. 
Parr, a gentleman who kept a school, and 
lodged with my parents. Of this acciden* 
tal circumstance Mr. Reed has availed him- 
self in fitting up the drapery of his novel, 
having introduced him into " No Fiction,'* 
ander the fictitious name of Mr. Palmer, 
thus c^ling him to participate in the com** 
mon honours so liberally b^^owed on all 
•oy jGrieoda. 
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It is also triie, as stated p. S2g^ that we did 
\^alk in the shrubbery of Lady Cunning- 
ham, adjacent to Knaresborough, on the 
evening prior to his departure ; but he seeme 
to have forgotten that I hired for him a.t 
my o^n expense, a horse the ensuing morn.- 
ing, while I walked on to a place called 
Providence Green, midway to York, where 
we breakfasted at a Mr. Jackson's, a hear* 
ty and generous Yorkshire farmer, and an. 
f^njQai^f preacher of the Gospel. But for this^ 
and all my other acts of kindness, he per- 
haps thinks me amply reimbursed, in his 
delineation of my character spread througft=> 
out the different chapters of " No Fiction/^ 
If this be gratitude, I have yet to learn its 
excellence. 

It is likewise true, that he ,went on to 
Bridlington, as is stated in p. 105, to a Mr. 
Marshall's, a friend and relation of Mr. Col- 
lison's ; and it is equally true, that he wrote 
to me (although the letter is mislaid) on his 
arrivaU in London, stating, that " although 
Mr. Marshall had been very pressing /or 
him to remain with him a m^onth^ yet he 
had taken a guinea for his passage in one 
of his vessels,^^ These fects, if Mr. Mar- 
shall should see this statement^ he will be 
able either to confirm or to correct. 

Not one word, however, is true, of all 
that Mr. Reed has Written, respecting nurse 
Graham, or John Graham, either in the part 
to which I now refer^ or in the subsequent 
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account giveii of them in this Petitions an4 
imposing narrative* By making this asser- 
tion, I do not mean to say^that it is merely 
fictitious with regard to nanus, but that 
the characters themselves are purely ideal, 
wholly spun out of his own fertile imagi- 
nation to give variety to his novel, and to 
display his descriptive powers. In this 
daring imposition on the public^ he might 
have indulged without any molestation from 
me, had he not introduced my own mother 
as pointing out nurse Graham to my re-' 
collection, by mentioning her name as he 
has done ; and then making me a partner 
in the fraud which has been committed on 
the public. Nurse Graham and her son, / 
again repeat y had no existence except in 
Mr, Reed*s book, which he has nicknamed 
" No Fiction/' 

But before I close my account of our visit 
to Knaresboroughy I claim the right of relat- 
ing a fact, as it regards himself, and as it 
would have had an influence on his future 
life, had his plan not been interrupted. Mr. 
Reed has sent out his work as '^ No Fic- 
tion,'' in which I am implicated, and there- 
fore, I have a right to confront his mis- 
stitements, with facts that have fallen under 
my personal knowledge. In " No Fiction/' 
Vol. ii. p. 8, he states, in a pretended real 
letter to me, that he then (that is in 1816) 
had ^^ a prospect of being united, in a few 
months, to the first, the dearest object of 
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hit dffecHbm.** So that If I mtkt his mi^- 

r^iiUements topasSf when thus publicly ttjh 

pealed to, relative to himself, I am chargea- 

Ho with 9i participation in the frauda he 

4ias eommitted. What the motive of thU 

reverend gentleman eoutd be for stating thJJ 

deception^ I cannot tell ; for admitting tha^ 

he has stated a fact ^ that this lady to whoni 

he is now united was the ** firsU the deaf*-^ 

€»( object of his affecti&ns^^ the other ladies^ 

to whom he had previously tdritten, on the 

skme subject, in high-flowing professions'^ 

must now give him credit for having, wheii 

Writing to them assumed the appearance only 

of affection, and on comparing notes they 

will prono\ince him, in regard to his conduct 

in love aflairs^ a thing only second to. our sal^ 

vation in importance, a confirmed hypocrite. 

Prior to his leaving Knaresborough, which 

Vas in August 1808, and some time before 

he had been at Reading, and consequently 

before he could have seetl the present, **jfAe 

Jirstf the dearest object of his affections*^ to 

whom he is now united, he wrote in the 

strongest terms, offering himself fairly^ 

openly and Chriistianly to a Miss C ai 

Selby,* making me acquainted with his prcrt 

• On (he return of my friend, Mr. William Bridgij 
roan and aiy»e}f, in the Steam«>boat, from the Weslef^ 
nn^fi Grave^end AnniFerearjr, last August, we took! 
a gentleman from Krith. On his coming on hoard, 
remarked to Mr. B. " that gf^ntleman is the brother 
Kced^s first Ipve, at whicli ^a.wta tttonisbed, and 
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nediiig. The descriplioii whi(^h he ganf 
[ ef this lady, I am satisfied presented a pic^ 
lore that ivas not in the least overchdlrged. 
ilssw her a few months afterwards, whetf 
[ ibe called opon me at York Street, she then 
[.king on a risit to a friend of hers in Can- 
1 190 Street Road. I also saw her letter to 
jlba, whieb evinced that her personal at* 
I tiaetions had not absorbed all her care : but 
dnt she possessed a noble aad strong mind^ 
which bore valuable marks oi cnltivation. 
This letter was so replete with piety and 
BMdesty , that I advised him, although I had 
net then seen her, to cherish the connexion, 
tad endeavour to surmount all obstacles that 
might intervene : for although it was wrifci- 
tea in a negative strain, and in the way in 
irliich a modest female of " retiring habits'* 
would write; yet it might have been constru- 
ed, and would have been so by any man of 
noble, generous and warm feelings, into a 
mgaiive yes, A consultation with his pro- 
totype, however, soon settled the business ; 
lad with a rebuke for having written to a 
jToung lady before he had ascertained " hoW 
ftuch'^ she had, he received his orders^ to 
take the letter in its literal sense, and close 
the business ; which he did, with as much 
toldness and indifference, as if it was a mat- 

bi»expre»niigcome donht, I .referred him to his friend 

Captain A >, who was on board, a neighbour of his, 

and who knows (be family. His answer wa^, *^ It is a 
ftcttbon^ ! Bamett is right ; it is^^ No Fiction.^* 

S 
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ier of light iinpartaikce and evei^ d&y^s 

•currence. 

From my return to London, which was! 
the latter end of August, to tbe end of II 
nothing of any particular moment occui 
At that time I lived in York Street, 
mercial Road, notwithstanding Donglas, 
hh pretended letter to me, whenlwas^ 
Knaresborough, says, Vol. i. pp. 102, U 
" Mr. and Mrs* Russel ate anxiously 
ing for the return of their deaflp Chj 
You seem now to be necessary to their £i 
ly cit'cle.^' He also in Vol. i. p. 40, to 
yersify his plan of a novel, put me un^ 
their roof in 1805, t. e. before the formal 
of the " Literary Society.'* 

From this fact it is obvious, that, di 
the four years, of which he has written 
pretended Experience, and in which he- 
represented me residing with his pareat 
from whom the public would natursdly 
fiume he i^ad gained and given the reiai 
tory of those years, as my abode was in othc 
parts of the town, the whole turns out 
be a forgery. His delineations therefoi 
extending from Vol. i. p. 40 to 104, cs 
imposition on their very front. 

I cannot, after my return to London, it^ 
luded to p. 105, find any letter prior to th#! 
following one, dated January, 1809 ; but the 
address on that will substantiate my assc^ 
tion above, that I wa^ not then Hiring with 
his parents ; ajid it likewise shews, that ^ 
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llistiiiiey and lor some months SiSLcr, I wa« 
ilfesirous of breaking off my connexion witb 
Happy would it have been for me 
Uimt taken pla66. HoweTer, I would 
a salYo on that wish ; rather than spend* 
jmy time^ now in useleas regr^s, it ought 
ilie devoted to adoration and praise for 
watehful care of Deity over me during 
IflpQes of unparallfUed trials and difficulty $ 
l|A Jbr having resti»red me tp my reason, of 
|lhieb> as I shall state hereafter, I waa for « 
MKf0m deprived ; and before he '^ has takes 
vm keocey" given me health and strength to 
IftjHiBate my character and that of my friends* 
■ from. Vol. i. p« 105 to p. ISK^, chap. x# 
^ No Fiction/' Mr* Reed has §^ven his fie^ 
ttkuis history of my life, during the yeiir 
W9, including my return from Knaresbo- 
IBOgb. The real account during this period, 
l^iall give in as few words as i can, and at 
the end print some of his real letters during 
Ihisyear. ^ 

In February 1809, 1 removed from York 
Street to Mr. Reed's, sen. in Chiswell 
Street. It has been observed, that nothing 
k so favourable to young mep as their re« 
moval into families of established piety and 
regularity : this may be ; but I much ques- 
tion the beneficial tendency and the propri- 
ety of young men becoming the companions 
of those, who are twice their age. It is true 
that soa;^ persons retain their early vivacity 
at an advanced period ; and instead of being 







«MNroie mi dogoMEtical^ hy <tii tnal^BMl 
•f the bad* passiotia nf their associates 
their own, in their paisage^ from youtb 
iM age, they ave, if not agreeable, at k 
not offensiire. Such vvcue Mr. imd * 
Reed : they were truly pious, kind 
agfeeable ; and firom that period' to the 
tent, I have- felt and* still retain a bighj 
teem fer them-, nor do I think that 
wiord^'of aiv «nplea$aBrt naiare would 
bav» oeenrred between ua, had it not 
fcr tiie impertinent intrusion of their 
Andrew.. From the firot period of fiaif 
4}naintaiieewi(jh them, it was my eoat 
endeavour 4a render them erery «is«i«tai 
in my power ; and so fuUy convinced 
Mrs. Reed oi this^ that she eedd to me 
tears in lifer eyes, when I called upoa 
and Mr. Reed at Cheshunt in 1819,* ai 
twelve months aDber my return from a 
^ign land, and the first time I bad 
them since my return, that, " Had I not 
fortunately been out of JGngland, I shoU 
have so managed their' afiairs,'' that tt 
would not' then have been reduced tQ tl 
Inisery in whidi they were. To ibem 



* I hav« faeerti it stated, from respectablt aotb 
that Mrs. Reed, sen. has said, that lieither Mr. 
nor herself ever dined with me at the Rose and Croif% 
Cheshunt. I beg to slate that Mr. Reed, sen diddiw 
with me there, and hi companj' with Mr. Jesse firfd^ 
loan, to whom 1 refer any person ; w4 a v«i7 pktfin^ 
• ^afternoon we spent. 



I^Qftl for tbe accumcy of ray stateaieoli^ 

lid the truth of all my obaervationa^ so ftf 

III have been connected with them, 

,1^1 shall not endeavour to draw a real pie* 

tf» of them in opposition to that beautiful 

E'liting given frofti p. 41 to p. 43, in "Nd 
tion," Vol. i. They, as well as myself, 
Wd etery moidesi person^ must smile at iim 
iBtificial acQount ; but it is not every one 
[ 'i^ can perceive the writer's real motive, 
iilliout combining that description of tliem^ 
Hiatending that the readei; should suppose 
aliibeir gomlqualiiie$ united)\^^ descend- 
^ to, and were concentrated in himself : 
lifA for fear that some might not fully f)er- 
K^ive that that really was tlie ease, he has 
iHt it so plainly, that no persons can dis- 
, file tbe intention of the writer, unless they 
' completely shut their eyes to liis conspicu- 
4$» and boyish vanity ; and are determined 
iot to be convinced of his arrogance. It is 
true, be did not intend that the public 
tbouM come at the fact, that he had drawn 
bis own portrait, painted anil patched with 
ID intention to arrest ihe gaze of the multi- 
tude ; this however he has done in so ridicu- 
lous a manner, that the ^^ wayfaring man, 
though a fool,'^ cannot but perceive it. 
Throughout the work, there is scarcely a 
page that does not contain something to the 
praise of Douglas ; and which evidently 
shews, that young as he is, he has already 
forgotten all the ancient writer's repiarks, 
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iMtro dqced intur the schook to suppress "¥«#« 
ity; audi tbst he has completely xieglecled 
the following words of ^lornon r i^^^i^et aoN 
otiier mm prai^theef and im^*^ thine men 
mouth / a stranger y and not thine t^Pit 
lips,^^ Prov. xxvii 2. 

^ On some occasions, however, he is not' 
only ridieulo^is, but he abs<»hiteiy overleap* 
the bounds of propriety and decency ; a geii^ 
uitie specimen of which is contained in th# 
concluding sentences, after the portPftits of 
his parents, relative to himself. On thispa^ 
aa^ I shall have to make some remarks oo 
a ruture occasion ; but as it appears one 09* 
which he has much set his hearty I shall 
quote the whole of it here ; and so much 
does it appear to have pleased him, that he 
has not only retained it in the sixth edition^, 
but absolutely altered the word f* mere/^ 
which will be found in the first edition, to 
the word ** simple,*' in the sixth ; which 
evinces, that he has well reviewed these sen- 
tences, and weighed them, more scrupulous- 
ly than he has many other expressions, 
which, as I will fully prove, are too indeli- 
cate to put into the hands of a modest femnk* 
How thi» verifies the words of Solomon, in 
verse 22, of the same chapter! " Though 
thou shouldst bray a fool in a mortar, 
amongst whe^t with a pestle, yet will not' 
his foolishness depart from him.'* 

The following are the sentences entire, gs 
^^^prrected; « No Fiption/* Vol. i* p. 43. 
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^Hind if to f^uteiii»\roppariteektMf<aei0M 
tlfoHy to one existence, was not within the 
pt0er of timey it was within the province 
ifnmture. Providence had given them one 
a», iwrho BCfemed io be formed from 4Z sim» 
taB ifnixture of their two natures,^* 
•• Thfe extraordinary effort of nature, which^ 
If liTS account, appears to have beetr agitata 
iag the bowets of the earth from the crea-*^ 
im to the period of his birth, causing 
Earthquakes, devastation and woe, and whioh 
**was not within the power of time" to 
produce, was happily accomplished by Prov- 
idence, when the earth was delivered of its 
^verWlielming burden, and the grand de- 
signs of heaven were eonstrmmated in the' 
Wfll of the Rev. Andrew Reed, jun. T4ie 
fcvourabte opinion which this gentleman has 
thtis given of himself, has been, in part j 
IrappHy expressed by Dryden of Milton, in 
Mis estimate of that great man^s poetical 
fal^nts, in the follbwing lines : 

''• Three poets ie three di?tan1 ages born, 
Creece, \X\Ay and digland, did adorn j 

•» .Ttic first, in loftiness of thooubt surpassed, 

, The n^Kt, ID majesty, in both the last : 
The/oret ofjYalure could no further go^ 

* To make a third^ iluji^ued tfie former two, *^ 

Nor do I, in drawing this conclusionjr 
•verstep the bounds, either of reason or iair 

criticism. 

Let any one produce an accouut of any two 
ladiindQals^ either ifk jtncieat or moderniiisi; 




tory ; nay, m BOvels,-*-8ueb.ooveli> as thomm^ 
of the gre^t nartherii writer^ who draws hioi 
chsu^acters from history, and does not offen^I 
against nature, or even from the Scriptures 
themselves, equal to the characters ho ham 
drawn of his father and mother, to. enable^ 
him to produce that climax for himself } thea . 
I will 4low my statement to be exagg^ate4; 
and overcharged; but iintil a parallel can 
be discovered, I will maintain my grouoil 
against all the attacks of a novel writer, wl^ 
^res not whose character is sacrificed, pro*' 
vided he may secure literary fame^ and pre** 
serve himself from falling to his proper level 
among those on whom he looks down witliv 
supercilious haughtiness and contempt. 

But to return to the narrative. In addi- 
tion to this wonderful son, Mr. and MtSp, 
Reed l^ad two other children ; one of them 
named Martha, who was a very affectionate 
child, nnd. might have made some figure had 
she been privileged with a. good educatioiip 
and treated as she ought to have been. In- 
stead of this, the educaiion of Andrew ab- 
sorbed the principal attention of the fond 
parents, and she was do6med to sustain a 
servile station, to which her .strength was 
unequal.' In this capacity she caught a dread- 
ful cold, which laid the foundation of a dis- 
ease that ultimately brought her to the grave 
in the flower of her youth. The other 
was a son,, named Peter, who, in his early^ 
days, was a kind-heartedi open and generous 
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U; (he very ofyposite of his broHier. This 
f eBQg man is still living ; nor have I any 
itastm to beliere that by advancing ta mttu« 
rity, he has sustained any deterioration in 
Us diaracter. Yet: all who were but par* 
thiiiy acquatated with Mr. tnd Mrs. 'Reed| 
wfidd suppose they had only ofv& son ; for, 
tering the time Andrew was at the Acade* 
mjf and after he returned to his father'a 
koue, the mother's attention was fondly 
ievoted to him^ to the partial o^ect of het 
e^kwxhildfen. For hiin every delicacy waa 
]vovided thit she was able to procure^ of 
which his brother and aister were rarely al* 
lowed to partake. Of this partiality the fa- 
ther was not insensible ; and frequently has 
he said io Mrs. Reed, ^< What a fool you are 
making of that lad ; I do not like such dis- 
tinctions ; it will one day fall home upon 
you.*' To the justness of these remarks, 
I have often been an eye-witness ; and both 
j^BEreojta now know by painful experience, 
that the father's prediction has. been literals 
ly verified, in a most remarkable manner. 

Sympathizing with the other children, my 
heart has often bled, when surveying their 
condition ; but as what is past cannot be re* 
called, I forbear to injhroduce facts to con- 
inn my assertions; and relate them as a 
warning to other parents, not to make a dis-» 
tinctioQ, where God and nature have made 
acne* Should these observations appeait. 
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karsh aad ^iodictive in the eyt at the Ftetder^ 
I must beg him to bear in mind, that th« 
Rev. Andrew Reed, in his threatening let- 
ter, has said in respect to myself, as intro^ 
dueed in ^* No Fiction/' under the charactei^ 
of Lefevre ; " The good parts of the storjr^ 
alas ! are imaginary, and the bad parts wcrs^i 
mttch worse than theff are ^iven.*^ J» 
easfs like these retaliation becomes a duty^. 
I state nothing hut /acts^ of which he must 
be fully conscious; and if in any instance I 
have deviated from truth, he has a fair ofH 
portnntty of meeting me before the bar of 
the public, to whioh I now make my appeal. 
That many of Mr. Reed's statements in '^ No 
Fiction" are utt^ly unfounded, I have in- 
troduced his own letters to prove ; and when 
I proceed to review that libel on my charac- 
ter, his injurious conduct towards me will 
be still more apparecft. Let Mr. Reed, if 
able, now confront me -with the same kind 
of evidence, or with any other that he may 
be able to adduce. 

While living with his parents I necessa 
Tilv saw the Rev. Andrew Reed more fre- 
qaently than formerly ; but the more closely 
I came to view his character, the less did I 
perceive in it that w«S attracting. Through- 
out the whole of his deportment, Iisaw much 
to suspect, and more to excite my disappro- 
bation. That I did not admire his conduct, 
J had partly shewn before I went to live 
^ith his parents^ as the following letter dat-^ 
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<cd Smnnsryy 1809^ will shew. But wheoeyer 
be perceived that any unfavouraUe impress 
»OQ bad been ^ade on those from whom he 
eoald derive any advantage^ he always had 
the adroitness to attempt its removal, either 
by eicplanation or letter. When, however, 
on the contrary, he could hope for no per* 
lonal benefit^ no man was better skilled in 
the art arid niystery of smothering friend* 
ship in a dissolution. 

Ma. P. BAawETT, 108, York Street. 

Dart/urdy Kent^ one o^ehck^ 
Post Mark, Hackney y Jan. 10, 1809, 
My Very Dear Friend, 

Your long letter requires but a 
4iort answer, and therefore I in present cir- 
cumstances apply myself to giving a response^ 
in order to shew my " affection for you," 
by relieving your state of suspense. As to 
the exceptionable passage in my letter on 
which you dwell, I fully acknowledge with- 
out any ^^ humbling submission^' that so far 
from its being the language of my heart, / 
was quite petrified^ when I saw it quoted 

* His heart had been petrified long before ; and this 
writer bas t^tven indubitable evidence of sympathy in 
tue baad, when it is absent from the heart ; the only 
instance, I should hope, Rfnce the time of Sterne, viho 
^^dtew torrents of tears from his female readers, by an 
exijoisite speciateo of sentimental rant upon a dead at* ; 
st the same time that it is said he had a liring mother 
Waning ; and by him at leasts neglected I See " Hy- 
pocrisy," a poem by the Rf ?, C. Coltoo, p. 57* 
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fc yocrr epistfe, and yet I suppose it is qudl^ 
ed fair. You will say then how came I til 
write it ? Cannot you, my friend, demise am 
answer for me ? Do you not know ivhat t 
wounded spirit means ? Suth was the dis- 
tress of my mind that FknewneithCT wbtf! 
I thought or said. It was the language tft 
my passions, not of my judgment. I am 
tore I never yet doubted of the genuineness 
of your friendship towards me ; but that you 
should have used so trifling an occurrence to 
break at once the strongest ties, without ever 
begging a reason of my conduct, or telling 
me you were hurt by it, was incredible to 
me, and made me look to some other cause. 
As to my playing with your feelings, be as- 
sured of the reverse : I only put that harsh 
term Sir, once in my letter, and it ha^ griev- 
ed me ever since. How many times has 
my friend done it ? I aeknowledge there are 
many illiberal reflections in 3^our fast, add 
reflections your friend by no means meant, 
and for this reason, and in order to involve 
all in oblivion, I design the flame that seals 
this, shall consume Ma^.* I believe with you 
all is designed for good> and will bind us in 

^'The same expression he ueedi verbatim, in hi« 
second letter to me from Plymouth Dock, relative to a 
•eriouB charge he brought aj^aint me, io February 1810; 
jet in hJ8 Threatening letter, p. 2, (to frighten me,) 
he sajrs, ^^ I merely write io remind y9u, thai J have all 
jfour correspondence in my possetsion^ from our first in' 
tercourse, down to your latett eommMniea4ion frof^ 
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infifft ttM. Amta. Let mereeeiYie 1 8|)6edf 
pipipr to this ; yov will excuse my short- 
|ll%jift I e4Epect the post ehaise every mo* 
,io earry me to London : tod excuse 
i»i09 lamtoriting amUkt thtchit^ehml 
\^a 49z&^ long tongues* 

Yours, unteservedly, 

A* B. Rexb. 
« 

1V> Mr. F. Bar^tt, 

25, ChkwelL Street 

SristoJrJuk^1fl6$h 
My Very Dear Friend, 

Altbou^ the whole of my time 
stands engaged this day, I could not leave 
home without giving a few moments to you. 
.When I received my parcel of letters last 
nighty I fondly hoped that there was at least 
<|Be from you, tending to shew the folly of 
my suggestions, and the danger there is of 
teing pressed by too strong an affection into 
£ttle suspicions which have ho data. But 
how surprised and how hurt was I to find 
not a line irom you. I hope however, you 
will write by change of post, and that then 
all gloom will be removed. Pray write all 
you think and all you /eel; without this 
the vitals of friendship are already destroy- 
ed. Is there any thing in your own feelings, 
car eirccimstances, or connexion with Chiswell 
^ Street that affect you, or even is there any 
thing in my own conduct f If thift latter be 
the evil, I much wish to know it, as I assure 
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]rt>ii.I am not at present eomdmn, bat^n 
«7U^« disposed to be your aifiectionaie friea| 
than ever I was. But in order to thi% ' 
need not tell you there $nusi be ca 
confidence^ freedom from all mepidofii 
Had I time I should send you tifunnjf. 
tevy but reserve that for another time. Tei(^ 
dear mother I thank her for her's. Jkof 
glad Martha is better. I have taken a httla 
cdld. Next time she hears, vill he by Mn. 
Jones I expect, as he returns next weeki 
and be sure to entertain him with the greatest 
kindness, &c. Pray write. a 

Yours most afiectionatelyr -fj 

A. Rasa 

AAer this, I received another letter 
four sides, the insertion of which^ woi 
only be a waste of the reader's time in 
perusal. The following refers to it, 
with it I close this year, 1809, with this 
mark, that I believe he found me very un^ 
manageable, until the following year, the 
most eventful one in my existence, and i\ 
one which laid the foundation of all my fa« 
ture aberrations, misery and woe. 

Bristol, July S4, 1809, 
My Dear Friend, 

When taking leave of you in i 
London, and requesting you so earnestly to i 
write, I did not suppose our correspondence • 
would have been of so unhappy a nature. 1 1 
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in £/ttre it was not my design thA it shmiM 
le. However, it is time that we arrived at 
lome understanding. You say, by severat 
lUngs in my different letters, I have grieved 
yon. To this I say, I believe it to be so, be-* 
emse you affirm it, and while I am conscious 
6f being unwilling in the least to oflend, if 
i have thrown out any thing which is really 
harlful to your feelings, I am truly sorry for 
k) a6d most heartily toithdraw any thing 
and all that is offensive. Many parts of 
yoeir letters have given me great grief I as^ 
sore you ; it remains for you fully to say, 
whether or not you will withdraw whatever 
may have given me pain. If you can do 
this, I shall forget all that has passed, .we 
shall be still united, and the evidence of that 
btmion, I shall expect to see in your spending 
a fortnight with me, (I can warrant you 
good accommodation and pleasing entertain- 
ment.) If you cannot do this, the unhap- 
py result is evident, and the last great favour 
I have to solicit, is, a copy of the last ttrhoie^ 
>sheet letter I sent you, if not destroyed. 

Yours, &c. 

A. Reed. 

*^* He drops the B now and then. 

The changes in the human mind are un- 
accountable, even to the subjects of these 
changes themselves; nor are its variations, 
in persons of inferior note, worthy of being 
related, (and especially as the relation might 
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the individoal to the lash of th« 
periodical press, and the deri«oti of tlie sterol 
mathematician and the immevaMe j^leeoif 
phery) vet as my narnitioii is that of an liiimUli 
lodividual, who mt^ht have glided Hirbugii^ 
life unnoticed by the worlds bad it iKrt beei^ 
for this religious novelist, I think it right toJ 
state the real operation of my mind 4unag^ 
the different periods of any life, as tiie rekK 
tion may be of benefit to those of simUaf^ 
rank and standing; For this purpose * I nn 
vert to the influence which religious senti^ 
mc^ts had on my mind at the period of 1809^ 
From readiikg the Gafvintstic and meta^ 
physical writers on the doctrine of Metessi^ 
ty^ (became an angry disputant; and frem« 
laewing Grod in his proper character, to a 
kind, beneficent Being, and this world as %i 
stat^ of probation, for the formation of ell»" 
racier, I considered it as a theatre on whick» 
God was developing and unfolding hisde^' 
erees. With respect to man, instead oft 
viewing him as a voluntary agent, having 
the moral power to perform actions accorcK 
ing to his volitions, I considered him as dis- 
possessed of moral ability ; and I silenced 
all objections to this system, by maintaining 
the right God had to do as he chose with hii>! 

•wn creatures. I reasoned high of 

•I 

'^ ProTidence, foreifnowledge, will and fate ; 
Fiit fate, freewill, JToreknowledge absolute ;^* 

and whatever difficulties^ relative to the .ae» 
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QMiiitiibilitj of man were brought against 
this system, I silenced all by a reference to 
te prescience of the Deity, which I assert^ 
ed, if granted, destroyed the contingency 
of events. Thus I reduced man to a mere 
machine, and made God resemble an £ask' 
tern tyrant. Instead of viewing him, as I 
cR^ht, ia his providence, operating for the 
good oiallj I considered him as only acting 
for the good of the few ; the greater portion 
bring doomed by an irreversible decree to 
eodleas perdition ; the justice and propriety 
(tf which decree, whoever questioned, I con- 
ceived, only increased their future punish- 
ment ; 90 inconsistent were the sentiments 
i bad imbibed from high Calvinism. 
I These gloomy and Antinomian sentiments, 
l^however, only existed in the brain, for the 
least departure from what I conceived to be 
the dietates of religion, even in idea, or the 
/ demands of the Gospel, sunk me into des- 
pair. I thus at one time used to consider 
myself as elect, and at another titae repro- 
bate ; which sentiments existed and operatt 
ed on my views more or less untii after my 
last illness in May 1822, when new light 
shone into my mind ; and from a careful 
perosal of the word of God, since that period, 
proper noiioas of Deity have been instilled \ 
and my views of Him and religion have 
heen drawn from th^t source to the destru<;- 
tion of all the injurious schemes of man's 
dsTising.. 
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' AttlieperkKl^llleo, h««rever, my i;<». 
solutions an4 hopei were ardent^ as I coo^i 
ceived myself one of the favoured few. Yet| 
in the following Fehniary, a letter from tbs 
Rev. Andrew Reed, of an extraordinary 
nature, eontaining a charge at onee uBae^* 
eoutitable, mysterious^ iiteiq^ieable, and evea 
unnamoable, banished ali^ my religioas hop^ 
threw me on the world, hurled me to men*' 
tal distraction, at least to the distraction' ef 
all hope, comfort and consolation from thai 
period, until May 18)92, when it pleased 
Almighty God so to operate upon^me^ that 
I was as it were almost unconsciously impellv 
ed to relate to my brother the nature of the 
charge, by whom it had been made, aad^ 
under what circumstances, aud when;^ tbas 
by this relation, the bands of thraldon were 
in some measure broken ; and the over* 
whelming burden was partly removed ; and 
my mind relieved from a weight which pre» 
viously had sunk my spirits, beclouded my 
hopes, es^elkd reason from its ikrenSf 
by the o^ppressive nature of the charge^ 
causing mental derangement, and consequent ^ 
occupancy of phantoms in the brain^ by 
which I was driven from the habitaUon of 
my friends and my home, a wanderer onite 
earths Since that period I have nmde the 
same relation to several other indMiuab 
and friendsy all of whom unite iti sairingy 
that although they are not surprised at Us 
operation^ yet they maintain that the efaargt^ 
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WW at onee «3itaMrdaiap3r and impoislUif 
aad the^ fcMtiiiialioo of «l was*' eompketelfi 
negatived by the coaduct of tte oteuMr ia^ 
flie et^er ^m« #ie aeeam$ii(m> The charge 
I eaoooi relate ; oov shoiiM I perha|Ni have 
meatioeed it evm to «ny. brother in my. lail 
SlaeaS) had it not beeo^. llMt. tiien I tfaougM 
Mkf eard^ly ^aaeer vas on the point of tevn 
minaitoa. Aad i mode the relation then^ 
ttiat in eame o/fnj^^ d§aih he mighl know 
the i^emi eante of ali my trouUea and ex^^a* 
MvMnars^ eotkbt^i fea the M^esrallast yeat^ 
of my liht Yet ihetvert/4hougM ef Iht 
crime chained upon me^.and wiucb pireyed» 
upon me^ from Ve^m^ry 1819 f ni^il No^ 
▼enber 181 6^ ^ao powerfully as to produea 
the effects stated above, la, hy the Rev. An** 
. drew Reed^ treated in >^ No Fiction/"^ VoU 
L p. 208, merely as ^' aglannng improprie^ 
tg^^ and as such he has regialered Ai« ^i^ 
ion of its inSiJkrenee in six editiona of. 
^* No Fiction,^' by telKng the public that 
he requested me '^ £» let the subject sink 
into ablvoimif and be to us both' as thougK 
itne»erhadbeen*^^p>^ll» 

The candid reader will he jdeased to beaa. 
in miad, that it was in Februaipy.^Ql'Oy wheai 
Ms reyei>ettd gentleaQAa b|o|igbt.j^.aboTa. 
charg;e against me, and no,t in Deeember 1812, 
ar foo! an evident putpme, he iiaa stated in 
"No Fiction/' Vol. i. p. 2M, and asJ shall 
shew heyiMid dispute in the Review of this 
yartai<lNoFi«iifli^V This ftatMc. %ed ilt 
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ijMleiigsd :Ur cktny if he fiod faiiB^lf aU% 
in opposition ta the evidence which I noii«l{ 
proccMsd to adduee. 

That it was in February, 18 10, Mr. Reed 
brought this ckarge< against me, althougb i : 
, have not the real letters, tdiich passed bell 
^een ua on the cecofionf I can eleariy m 
Mrtain bom another document to which M 
now refer. Mr. Reed having stated to m^ 
in his ThMpEtening Letter, p. B, that be bad- 
^ihe full m^ins 0/ jusiiJieaHen in hit 
hmndsy*^ I called upon khn as Dtmgiasj im 
mediately, through tbe pneas, on tlRreceipl 
of that letter, en the 6th of Norember 18^ 
to come fcrwerd with his ** /nil fu$ii/hBh< 
i999iiJ^ Knommg iht ^man, I w^ appnt- 
hoBsive that ke would- not meet- me /uirfy^ 
and that he would preserve the most proni 
found silence ; I therefore wrote to a friend 
of mine who has lived at Plymoiuth Dock 
since ISOd ; and who was acquainted with 
Mr. Reed in London, (with whom I lived 
ill Warnford Ckmrt^ and who can substan- 
tiate the mlation respecting the division of^ 
our wine and my sporting my share \» 
JIackoey>)>4o asoertain when this reverend 
gentleman was in that place. The follow* 
iog is an extract fi*om the reply to my letter 

WlymovJth Doek, N9vember 15, 18^. 
' My Dear Bam^t, 

In reply to yoor question, Mr. 
Aeed preached bis ^rst aeraaon here on thfi 
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mhof MOkiaw^ Ma^, ami km nat tali 
here since 181 1« Yoursy&e. 

Jamia Cortm. 

Siiice the {Mriilititioii of my letter, life. 
Keed, fer the 6v$t time, after having daniaA 
Umsetf verbally, and in wnitingf cmd evem 
m a^ iHtin ta imy 'stBief-ia^iuw, in 9anfi^ 
Anoe^wheBliwaS'ittkiiaiMiaryi }821,'ifdri<jb 
I«b«lk|^ubU9h iiefeaflerv bis fiut hie. name tm 
^'NoFic^ieti/^aatiwaudior. Itiebjiie(|u^ioe 
<rf^^at«v«iwaly in a-seeond editioft ot my ie%^\ 
ter, 1 eddresaed hkn peraenallj^, calling upoa - 
Urn 'to • fulfil hie. fiedgtr to tein^ fonmdi 
«idj«]b0teotttte his charges ^'wnl, aaa thou-' 
aaad^persofis who pureliaaed-lhe i>»aleditiiiii^ 
mxy not haTei-tlie .te^oad edition/ in justiee' 
la them, I novr reptririieti that letter to him :• 

To the il&y* Ai^rkw RcieDy 

S^ng Oardem^Nao. 2lylS2^4 
Sib, 

Nearly a. month haa elapsed si nee my 
reply to the letter of Douglas. Receiving 
iK> anewer, I sommen you as the author of 
« No Fictioo/*' to bring this Douglas forth t 
md I hereby cheUenge him to dedare the 
nature qfihe crinu, alleged againstLefevre^ 
ia pp. 208, 215, VoL i and pp. 54 — 57, 
Vol. ii. ia" No Eietion •/* tiie time when, and 
the place where, it was committed, and with 
whom ; and likewise to publish the reai let* 
tur sent to Lefevre by Douglaa, from Ply^- 
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«iMih Dock ; 4rith hehrfe^u f«ptf to 
ktter. 

If yaaf sir^ do not bring Douglas forwj 
1 shall hold you responsible^ not only 
the if^a*iwti9 9lander eonti^ned in 
paiges, but for all the excitangeauses and 
oomitant effects of that letter^ and the 
train of > miseries, both mor^l and physh 
to which Lefevre has been svbjected^ by 
oreatiob of that most extrtordinary ehai 
the invention of Douglases fertile but 
iuied imaginmtwn : and I novir appeal td 
the public as a body, and individually to i^ 
niand of youfsel^ a full and complete etph* 
nation of the statemant made by IhSuglasia 
the above-named pages, and which has beea 
80 patnfutly distressing to me and my frrendl; 
and attended with 01s, to(^ numerous now M 
l-elate, ior the last twelve years of my lifiA 
As you have also declared that you have tbe^ 
full means of justification in your hands, yoo^ 
are now called upon publicly to redeem thaft^ 
pledge. I demand it of you, and justice dM 
mands it, that Douglas be brought forware^ 
to answer for the falsehoods he has uttered H 
and should Douglas attempt to justify these^ 
falsehoods by other fabrications, I will net^'^ 
cease to contradict them, till the truth is ^ 
elicited, and the mystery developed. *^ 

Al^ough the public may think my letters 
betray a vindictive and intemperate spirit, I 
feel assured, when the whole affair is laid be- ' 
fore them, they will justify the measurei' 
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taed into silence by your threatSi nor to be 
ddpideii by your sophit^y; '< truth shall 
I «t," and my character, which I hold dearer 
kme thorn Ufe^ lam determined to mndl^ 
csfe. You have stated in yumr last letter^ 
'^tfant you eannot fiimish a key to the work 
withocit of^posing yourai^f lo me.'^ I am 
ntijf siTy to meet yon before all the world : 
leltbcr key then be immediateiy pBoduGe4 ; 
but should you still remain silent, the worhi| 
with mey will considtf it as a eoofirmatioe 
ol'your guilt . 

I remain,- Sir, Yours, &e« 

Lionenui.. 

« • 

But although I thus fiiirly and by mnne 
eWlbnged him o«^ to produce his ^' key'' 
and his ^^ full justification," which, had he 
&lrly met this challenge, would have brought 
this controversy to a speedy conclusion, 
without my having to go into detail to ex- 
pose the sophistry and baseness of this writer, 
yety he has remained silent, and thus tacitly 
•ekaowledged to the puUic, that he has no 
pneans of justification, and that that letter was 
kritten to fri^ten me. However, he attempt- 
id other means of justification, of which I 
ihall give an account in another place. 

Now as Mr. Reed dates his letter contain- 
ing this charge from Plymouth Dock, in De* 
cember, (1812,) " No Fiction,'' Vol. i. p. 
dlO, when the above document proves tlM^ 
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i^fid^ nM fccofi iiH thai pUm-aunck ttl^ 
it is.obvioan to infer* Ma^ he. who am ind 
ire^y falsify dat$9 to answier his own p«i 
foet^ when he is in possession of docunledli 
vbicby tirben be .^duce^ tfaem, will ahflj 
it c6uld not be from ignorance but from i 
ilfoU inttni^ csOi bet entitled tor but Uiii 
crtdUj when bd fmoe^s to Mal:e nj^kat h 
eklb fetdSi even^thoi^ tbey appear in, 
work'dignifi^ with the title of <'No ¥h 
tidn*'' . . . 

. To prove ihst it wiu not in ISll^ to 
charge was brought by him agaiost ipe, I h4, 
to insert the following lettet,, . S am. con 
scious that, with regard to my personal nai 
rative, it is rather out of plaoe ; but I find i 
necessary to wcei*taih tbe tibie of the ehar^ 
its it has an impbrtant bearing oh tke iiltari 
brandies of ihy fu8t6r]r4 

To Mr. F. Barnitt. 

Plynumth Dock, July a, 1811 
My Vtery Dear Friend) 

' I forward this hasty note, chief 
ty to infoi'm you of my safe arrival at the 
iliapel-house last evenings and to solicit yoti 
to jein with me in blessing the kind Provi- 
dence, which is perpetually watchful of oui 
interests and otdering every thing for oui 
advantage. The journey was not attended 
with the slightest accident, and I believe I 
have accotr>plished it without makii^ any 
Accc^ott lo my cold^ fet it has been very 
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ing« Instead of getting to Exeter by 

elo&j we did not reach it till allpr 13 ;' 

lequenfly the night^s rest I anticipated 

^ qearly destroyed. This news )be so kin4 

.la communicate to M amn^a, as it will b^ 

r acceptable. 

QeeJ pot say I if as sadly disappointed in 

seeing you at^r. Brooks's, and again in 

meeting you on the Wednesday morning. 

5 latter, however, I suppose you could 

Mt effect; and the former ,y4)u declined for 

jkme reasons unknown to me. I wish you 

'wd been there, and I think you yourself 

1ii!0ald not have repented. 

I am, 
Yours most affectionately, 

A. Bkkd. 

From this time the reader will view m§ 
through thjB following narrative, as labouring 
nuder a horrible charge, until May, 1822 ; 
of which the fictitious account during this 
year will be found from Vol. i. pp. 120—136, 
' chap. xi. " No Fiction." The real account 
1 AM give as nearly as I can recollect. 

As tiiere was now an evident change in 
my conduct to tiiis gentleman, as he has re- 
lated himself, in "No Fiction,'^ Vol. i. p. 
212, so there was in that of this gentleman 
to me : a conduct, apparently, at once mild 
and affectionate^ but cautious ; and such 
conduct as the public would suppose an in- 
iividua^ would pursue to one against whopi 
10 
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he had brought a serious and injurioui 
charge; and by which he wanted to convinct 
the individual accused^ that the accused 
himsel/ had been deceived by his owncanr 
cq?iions ; for thus Mr. Reed expresses it iii 
Vol. i. p. 211. — "However, as there wal 
- the mere possibiKty of my being deceived!* 
From this remark the reader will, of course^ 
be led to see,' that it was only on a bati 
supposition t/uit he put the charge; ani 
that so much urns he at a toss as it regarded 
,the actual occurrence of the crime, that be. 
nearly three months after its stated occur- 
rence, (as is acknowledged by himself, as he 
makes me to say, which I believe were my 
real words, " how could you let days am 
weeks pass away without accusing me, while 
you believed me to be living in so abomina- 
ble a practice ?^^ p. ^89,) alluded to it, 
among other things, '* merely as a glaring 
impropriety ;'* and put it to me in such % 
manner, that **my solemn denial was quite 
sufficient y'^^ and that by that denial "he 
was governed ;" because on ** niy frankness'' 
he ^^ could rely entirely in a much weigh- 
TiEK CASE THAN THIS '" p. 211, and that so 
utterly impossible was it for him absolutely 
to bring home the charge y or to be satisfied of 
its occurrence, that in the reference to tht 
suppressed letter y p. 208, hc^ observes, " he 
had ev^ry reason to think I had fallen into 
the glaring impropriety.'' And so sensible 
W&s he, as he states himself^ of his own un^ 
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mtainty as to the /be/ ofii^ that he mysy 
"he closed the letter, by referring the 

FKEEDOM H£ HAD TAKEN tO their habltS of 

friendship, and tcvderlt expostulated with 
me on the error of nay ways ;*' p. 208. The 
mild and apparently affectionate conduct he 
manifested on his return from Plymouth, he 
invariahly shewed to me, up to the time I 
fairly challenged him be/ore the public. 
Nor has he since he made the charge to me^ 
ever mentioned or alluded to it, either in 
writing or verbally, (excepting in a letter 
b^n after published, dated Nov. 26, 1810,) 
until in October, 1822, when he alludes to 
it, by reminding me, '^ that he has all my 
correspondence in his possession,"*. The 
motive for writing in this umy^ then^ will 
be emdeni to every unbiassed person. 

To shew identity, and the manner he 
wote to me after this charge^ I shall pub- 
lish the remainder of his letters to me, in 
this year; and, after having adverted to 
M>me circumstances connected with him, I 
shall proceed with some particulars as it re- 
gards my connexion with other individuals 
alluded to at this time in " No Fiction," 
particularly the heads of the office to which 
I belonged, and my brother officers ; which 
becomes ao imperious duty, in consequence 
of the unwarrantable and ^aipeful account 
Mr. Reed has written ot them. 

* Threatening Letter, p. 3. 
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Until the month of October ifl ifiis 
my connexion with Mr. Keed was^ fori 
Ijr, with the forementioned exception. 
Returned to the Academy at Hackney, (i 
he^ remained two years beyoftd the /« 
timei on the estaolishfnent^ by the kitiH 
dulgenceof Mr. Wilks,) «nd in October tf 
ko pre&ch at Lancastcfr ; and I ih^ert hb\ 
Cers from thence, Which W6\iiA nbt f^ 
been worthy of notice, were it not th^t 
Vvill shew the fali^ty, yet the sophistry 
Gunning of the Rev. Andrew- Refed, ill' 
k*eference ^here he says, he Was on 
western side of Lancashire when he reJ 
ed my note on my bYother^s death ;*' p.1 
yd. i. On that beautiful knd hov^I 
tHescriptibrif hiitjizhe smA ittia^in^tite^^ 
count fl shall offer sonle reiti&rbs in-iifyj 
view ; 'but I cannot ^ass oveir thdse l0ti 
withoiit calling the r^^adef's attention tb^ 
serpentine cunning with Which he has 
the greater part of the public ftt^quftii 
with the original ofDoiitglm and Lef 
Above, he alludes to LlNifiashire, becaUil 
knew several at Lancaster could recogi 
him as Douglas^ andrrit as Lejevf*e ; aft 
son of Mr. Jackson, of that place, who is ' 
principal manager of the chapel there, is 
acquainted with both Reed and myself, 
has displayed the same cunning in puHif 
in Plymouth, to one of his letters alludtrf 
to, as he knew we should there be similarly 
recognized ; as also in South Wales. In all 
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ikste places and parts he has been^and from 
irheDce we have corresponded ; and where, 
l»m an introduction to gentlemen from those 
^uhsy when in town, and from my name 
iaviog been frequently mentioned, he knew 
I should be as immediately and as complete- 
ly recognized as Lefevre, as in London. 

But although he has adopted this plan to 
ensore recognition at Plymouth^ Lancaster ^ 
Bristolj &c. ; yet he has not dated any of 
ius fictitious letters from Petersfield, Chel- 
tenham, or Selby ; and he has carefully ab- 
s^ined from alluding to them, to prevent 
beiQg recognized as Douglas in these places ; 
because he knew that hundreds of persons 
in those towns, would immediatelv have de^ 
iected his artful sophistry ^ nonsense, and 
JalHtyy relative to his assertion in ^'No 
Fiction,^' Vol. ii. p. 8, which he Wishes the 
public to believe ; and wherein he says, ^^ he 
bad a prospect of being united, in a few 
months to his fibst — the dearest object of 
Ms affections.^^ These places and the peo- 
ple, I dare say, had he the power of Jove, 
he would hurl into chaos, to pre\'ent their 
laughing at him, after they have read my 
book. I cannot help sometimes being a lit-' 
tie facetious, where it is not at the sacrifice 
of truth. I therefore would recommend 
Mrs. Reed, after she has read my account, 
to get, if she has not got it already, (as I have 
no doubt from the specimen she gave me 
when she sang ^^ Auld lang syne,'' she has a 
10* 
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gMdly ntiiaberof sobgB^) asong, the burd^ 
of which is ** myjwi and onfy eh^tTy^ ao 
sing it to her mcxlest hueband, ^ after m; 
true statement y he.will want other music'l 
elieer him, than the music of prayer^ and th 
eonsolatioDsof theBibloi For ^< theprajfef 
of the witked/' we are told, ^^ are an aboia 
' ination to God/' And what in Scripture i 
.Tepiresented as more wicked, than that o 
-taising false repents 'against a stranger! 
'^^ Thou shalt not raise a lidse report ;" Ei^ 
dcxiii. 1. What then must be that man^s de- 
merit, who ravslts report^ even to a ehargi 
of felony, fcUsdy against his friend f 

In the letters from Cheltenham there is 
nothing remarkable, as bearing on '^ No Fic- 
^ tion'^ at this period, excepting a passage id 
the one dated the 26th of November, which 
passage I shall print in Italics; and. from 
iwhich, the reader will at once perceive that 
it alludes to the cbargehe had brought against 
. me ; and it will shew the reader that Mr. 
•Reed perceived ike influence it then was 
having on my mind ; his desire to shake it 
from its dangerous possession ; and the re- 
petition of his desire to persuade me to ^^ sink 
it in oblitfion." But in one of them, his 
allusion to " poor Lyndall," with whom he 
found it now convenient to breaks is at once 
. vulgar, cruel; and unchristian. 



LanemieTf Od. 6, 1810. 
My Dear Baarnelt, 

I wi» much astonislied at not 
ioding a letter at L. from you. I hope one 
»]s on the way. If not, pray send one, and a 
kmg one. Will you be so kind as write a 
naie to Mr. JfVtlkSj in the name of my 
mother^* (she will use too much ink,) saying 
diat I am unexpectedly detained, and shall 
net be able to reach LtMidoti before the 17th 
or 18th. Peter can leave it. 

Will you abo finrward a note to Mr. ■ 
at Mr. Constable's, Wandsworth, Surry, to 
the same efiect. I am most truly yours, 

A. B. Reed. 

Lancaster, Oct. 10, 1810. 
My Dear Barnett, 

You have rendered me much 
your debtor, by your long and candid letter. 
I am obliged to you for opening the whole of 
your mind on the subject Some parts of it 
I ooald comment on, would time permit ; 
but this is Saturday, aitd I now write in the 
midst of the greatest confusion. Chit-chat, 
however, will soon supply the place of a let- 
ter, I hope. I am now strongly pressed to 

* From this request, the reader will see he even had 

the cunning ^^to gQll old MaVVas the students «all 

bim. , If Reed out^ves his prototype, he will inherit all 

-. the cunning qualities of his forerunner; but he will nof 

wish for his mantle of activity. Mr. Wilks is an active 

I, Reed 'a indolent. 
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visit the lafces in Cambdrland. Were ycKI 
here I might be induced, but as matters arei 
I do not design going. I long ta get hornet 
I must not however be expected so soon aa 
Wednesday. I preach three times tormoiv 
row, and shall not be disposed to start eariy 
on Monday mfnrniDg. Tell mother not ts 
be uneasy should I not al'rive before Tburs-? 
day or Friday . evening. You, I know wili^ 
excuse the shortness of this, as your request 
only extended to my sending a note to infi>ria 
you when you might expect me. 

Yours affectionately, 

A. B. Resi>. 

N. B. Kindest love to all in 25, Chiswell 
Street. 

Cheltenham, Nov. 14, 1810. 
My Dear Barnett, 

Being deprived, by the badness 
of the weather, from taking an airing on 
horseback with Dr. Br&dshaWy Rev. T. 
Knight^ and B. Wells, Esq^ I resolved to 
send you a long letter; but have been so in- 
terrupted by calls and chit-cl^at, as only to be 
able to send an apology for a letter, and a 
promise, if possible, of sending you a longer 
when I hear from Mr. Wilks ; as I shall then 
be able to say more. At present my o^iod 
is distracted : I know not what to do, nor 
.which way to turn. that God would 
Judge me, and qualify me for usefulness! 
that you would supplicate hiis throne on my 
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tmckint f A» for fi fcftiy to your ** iMg iiid 
ittdid" letter, I haT0 it not with mfe, and 
Itaot do nnnre tbtoreineinbeiAhe sabstahce, 
jte whole of whidi I apftttrre. n I had o^e 
[Ifty oiitiqpiesy it would have been on collate^ 
.fm or ^teduetions. I acknowledge I am 
MtoTj, and wish to be more so, by receiring 
j{«iir tfioughts on those questions you haye 
^ifSfpoBiefA to tne* 

At diebenham ybu would find much to 
ttiusa yotr. ' • My hearers are folks of title t 
tny Curate is a Bond Street beau : my door- 
ktt|ier& are powdered squires, &c. &c. I 
kit I ti^iall not do much good amongst them* 
l%ey are very kind; and I am quite comfort- 
^le^ considering all things. 

Yours to his uttermost, 

Andbew RskD. 

N. B. Thanks for your trouble for Gil- 
Inrd's foolish letters. 

Ckeltenhdmy Nov. I9y 1610. 
My Deftr Barnett, 

Oppressed with more than ususfl 
lassitude from ^e etysui^g day, and enters 
tsiined t^ith idle chat, I attempt to tear of* 
lily attention, and give you a few minutes. 
And let me first assure you, if you do not 
get so many nor so long letters as may be ex- 
pected, it does not arise from any abatement 
in my regards. 

You ask nie how I come on at Chelten- 
ham ? I think i answered this partly in my 
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last : the folks appeared pleased ; but I an 
quite the contrary : my mind is so distract 
ed I eannot Jk it on any subject ; my heart 
so hard as t^e impressed by nothing ; my 
soul so carnal as to esteem the service it 
God slavery. ' Indeed I often question my 
state^ my motives, my principles ; my fe^ 
ings and my conduct are so mixed with sin ! 
You ask, what are your future prospects? 
They are none at all. I am indeed envelop*] 
ed in November mists ; I cannot see an tndl 
before me< O the depth of Divine wisdom f 
Pray for me. You ask. What are your viewj 
on church-government ? . On this subject I 
have said very little to you, for obvious re^ 
sons. Let me now say, I am stiH a thorough- 
paced Noncon : not a Methodist ; not a 
Presbyterian ; not a modern Dissenter ; butt 
Dissenter of the sixteenth century. Grive me 
your views in relation to this subject. Ai^ 
to Jewin Street, what shall I say ? I cannot 
like to harness in with Tim. But will you' 
be so kind as to send me speedily Mr. Stone's. 
Directions. ' I will write to him and tell you 
the result. I wish you also to send me the 
particulars of Sam. Ly ndalU with all the other 
valuable news London produces. Do write, 
much and often. I am so perplexed and 
confounded, I am fit sometimes for Bedlam. 
Your letters will prove a partial antidote; 
but faith in Jesus is the only sovereign one. 

Should you be at all at the west end of 
the towQ, it might be well to see how many 
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dfthe Poets that imperftct «et has complete. 
1(0 end to my letter writing ;^to you it is 
wr scrawl. ^ 

; Yours most truly, 

Andbbw Rsed^ 

Cheltenham, Nov. 96, 1810* 
My Very Dear Friend, 

I was just beginning to suppose 
|4Q had forgotten my solicitations, when I 
was happily relieved from dire despair, bjr 
die reception of your long and interesting 
Mter. The length and value of your epistles 
mght certainly to apologize for the paucity 
(ithem. ^sow brings/orth ten at a litter ^ 
wt an elephant but one. I assure you, 
your remarks in reference to my tendency 
to despondency, have been highly beneficial 
to me. A word in season from a friend, 
hiw good it is ; '^ it doth good like medi- 
ae." It has also served to shew me, that 
111 bands have no strength in preserving 
friendship and cordiality when compared 
irith those which spring from religion : — 

^^ And after 80 mining all the rest. 
Religion ruling in the breast 
Is the chief ingredient,^^ 

Let US be more concerned to make this 
the main bond in our attachments, and then 
they shall be a threefold cord not easily 
broken. If any coolness has at all subsisted, 
nay it not be in a great measure referred to 
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thif cause. Hgi^ prone to a ^efieiencj H 
Phrbtiw oocrespo^^nce ! HpMir ^ubjiectH 
expect the €(hjoyinents of frienclship, WjhiJ 
regardless q£ ii^, chi^f tie§ { I am indeed 
,avY9re tilers mi»st fee other ingredients^ ani 
these I do hope exist. If any ofthtm htm 
apfiwy^d t0 $&anf f ^^^fi^e (m my sidt^ 
beg you would qp^n y^ur h^art and in/orji 
me. There was indeed q> time when . 
manifested a iioolnessf and foolistUy ton 
sealed the cawfi ; but this has been explain 
ed, and swmk into oblivion by me. ^ 

The sentidPLentp on dijsc^line, being simi 
lar to min^9 must please ipe ; I really guess^ 
it waK .so : — ^Be assured of sileqce on tbj 
jsu))jeet. You have promised to resume tbf 
subjects, and as you have not fixed the tima 
I hope yoQ will tjhink sio time like the pn^ 
sent. Sorry, yery sorry for poQr Lyndall 
Mr. Wilks is trying to get me tp New Roa^ 
What do you think of it ? Pray dont say t 
word even to Mamma, Cannot engage U 
preach for the Samaritan Society. Told Gil 
bard I should not be at Dock. I have be€| 
obliged with four letters from that place 
Sent a respectful note to Dr. Winter, saying 
I submitted reluctantly to the necessity o 
refusing him, as I should not be in Londoi 
at the time he wants my service. I hav< 
received a letter from T. Priestly : I confea 
it softened me a little. Dont let what I hav< 
done prevent yon expressing your mind 
teil me' how ttey talo it. Oive me all par 
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Hukrs about S. L — . Tell me who 6. 
is if you ean. Never mind the broken 
Am very sorry you and Martha are 
|], and am rather sorry to say I bear 
mblance to you. Prajaiig you bless- 
adapted to foody and somi, 
I am yours. Most afieetionately, 

Ain>R£w Reed. 



*• My Dear Bamett, 

•-' I am much obliged to you for 

inrwarding Mr. Gilbard's letter, notthow- 

because there is any thing in it. I 

r he should, without any compulsiiFe 

, write so empty a thing. He might 

as well have made me a present of a 

iiUst of paper. One thing to be sure it de- 

l^lBHMlrates, that Sammy is leaving Dock 

/^riAsi grace. Bid I tell yotr he is turned out 

'^4ie lecture at Orange Street for bad beha- 

r ? Sliall We have much cause to wonder 

be at last ^' rots on a dung-hill ?'' As you 

Ve said nothing concerning your health, I 

it is better ; but write and let me know 

soon as possible. I have been hindered 

wn writing sooner, having been travelling 

ith Mr. Wilks towards Exeter. He is 

^tsw gone on to Dock, and will return again 

laBristoi. I do not exactly know when I 

Aail return, but I think of leaving on Thurs- 

*y, and supplying Warbern on the 8th. 

fiirect to me at the Tabernacle house, Bristol. 

Yours affectionately; Andrew Reed. 

11 
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While at Cheltenham, his vanity was I 
puffed up by the diffef^nt kind of hearers t 
whom he had .been accustomed to preacli 
" they being folks of title ;'* his curate N 
ing " a Bond Street beau/' and bis dooi 
keepers "powdered squires,*' that his braifl 
became addled; and, in consequence of tat 
ing " airings' on horseback" with such me! 
as " the Rev. Dr. Bradshaw, Rev. T. Knighl 
and B. Wells, Esq.'^ were so completel* 
turned, that, forgetting his origin Sind /ami 
fyy as well as that he was ihen only a studenl 
sent down to supply at Cheltenham for a fe? 
weeks, from the most inferior Dissentinj 
Academy in England, he absolutely selectee 

another first love ; a Miss B , a lady e 

high accomplishments and connexions, ani 
of a family unconnected with business, t< 
whom he paid his addresses. 

But at this time he had no occasion l| 
advise with Mr. Wilks, how he was to pil 
an end to the courtship, or how he shoulj 
proceed. He wrote to her direct. Shew* 
then with a brother-in-law, a gentleman d 
independent property. On the receipt 
Reed's letter, this young lady, with a degr« 
of discrimination which perhaps he did no 
expect, handed it over to her brother-in-lavr 
who wrote a respectful, but rather smart let 
ter in reply, returning his letter. At this 
Reed was rather hurt ; but his arrogance an( 
vanity impelled him to write again ; whici 
balled for another reply from this gentlematf 
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jp which Mm B. united, ibreaiening t6 ex^ 

^'^' his vanity and presumption if be sent 

more letters. This letter was of so 

HiiUy a cutting nature, so repulsive, and 

uch to the point, that I believe Reed 

never completely recovered from the 

which it gave him, to the present day. 

d his attention to the duties of his 

;. to the preaching of the Gospel ; and 

hiunility and modesty. When he was 

10 completely repulsed, he appeared io 

it off very cooly, as he does everg 

, although revenge was rankling in his 

; and said, when he found she would 

attend to his addresses^ that she was 

ly one of i^e fashionable and aeeom- 

professors of the day ; a description 

w)M>m, I siq)pose, he intends in Vol. i. 

m—l27, "No Fiction," as that part 

"No Fiction" bears upon this period. 

Id any one think that this is fictitious, 

fer them to Mr. Fyfe of Holborn, and of 

Itenham, and to Mr. Wells, if living ; 

of whom, as well a^.others, are well ac- 

inted with this business ; for " it made 

small stir" among some at Cheltenham. 

account of this courtship I should not 

e thought worth relating, were it not 

that ridiculous account of his Jirst and 

Pest love, in " No Fiction," Vol. ii. 

But I turn from this reverend gentleman 
to myself. My mind being overwhelmed 
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with the ehKtgt alluded to, wWisb 
lily d^troyed my peaee and rest, my h< 
was in h preoartous state, as may ba?%i 
observed from some of the foregoing ^ 
and for temporary reKef, I went tbw»i 
to my native plaee^ But What Fenderi 
burden more- pdwerfnl, was, that the f 
had unoccupied waa eoisideraUe, and.4 
idd too moeh opportunity fat thou^t, 
I mostly spent in gloomy refleetiaiis# 
ever, at the ktt^r end of t:his year, I 
ed into enga^mentS) which requii 
cepting at short intervals, nearly the 
of my leisure time, and kept the ener 
my mind in almost continued ac^on 
November 1816, when I was taken 8< 
ill. Had it not been for these extra 
ments, it is possible the banefol ani 
the charge would have operate sod 
ly, as to have caused a complete disoi 
zation of the whole system, and have 
ed in an irremoveable and perpetual 
choly. These engagemente^ howevetj 
verted ray thoughts from cotiJinttaUy di 
ing upon it ; and the imperious calls of 
and obligation, left but little time at oi 
it to prey upon me. But notwithstai 
these multifarious engagements, this cl 
**had drawn ane aside from the palto^^ 
peace," broken my spirits, subdued 
piety ; and it preyed " upon my life,'' uni 
it utterly disqualified me for my duties* Nl 
ture thus giving way to its corroding and ovttf 
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#ehning pofwer, I mmk under its weighl ; 

reason slagg6riI^[y at length gave place 

irapeiious disease; whieh settled in a 

Ly y whieh (and none but those who have 

subject to so awful a calamity as the 

[ivslion of reason^ can form any ooncep- 

of its o|)erative effdcts ; it is beyond the 

ten of human language to describe;) 
re. nne io the midst of kindness and sym- 
pdiy from my. friends, and my superiors 
lacffiee^ to leave them and my situations, 
faeping them in anxious doubt of my des- 
Im^^ for nearly twelve months ;> when the 
ioMl Providence of God so operated, as to 
mse circumstances so to transpire, that I 
nmunuai^ated to my brother the place of 
iBjr abode^ whon means were immediately 
^pled to restore me to my affectionate 
'&imfy aiul friends. 

Of this period I shall have to give an ac- 
count in the proper place ; but I cannot pass 
«Ter any opportunity of reverting to the 
trials, privations and dangers I have under- 
g[OBe, without recording my gratitude for 
tbe WQnd€»*ful care of that Spirit which per- 
vades the universe ; operating by given laws 
taswell as secret agency ; by things revealed, 
«}d by things hidden, for the protection, 
'Support and good of evert/ individual it has 
Invught into existence. 

The fabricated account which my volun- 
idfy and calumniating biographer has given 
of Bie^ from 1810 to the close of the narra*- 
11* 
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tive, renders it necessary that I ahonid \ 
into, otherwise luitiecessary detail. 

Duriftg these years, this writer has < 
Uendedy in his fabrtcations, my official d 
ttle^, my estra employment, and my prrra 
eonneicioBS, that I mutt either give ft fiill ai 
true .faistoiy of m^ real oharacter and engagi 
ments, my real connexions and business, wil 
dates and names ; or leave him^o eanilt open! 
in his secret and supposed victory, from 
presumption that / dare not give a real m 
count of our transactions at the above- jaerioi 
Were I to pMs this over in total sileno 
many of his friends might be dispeeed to saj 
<< Had you met Mr. Reed's statements fairi} 
with documents and facts, the public mi^ 
be convinced by your observations; butfroo 
your profound silence, it does not appear thi 
this reverend gentleman has either degrade 
his office, or done you any injury. W 
cannot therefore but conclude, that he ha 
not imposed upon the public, even thougl 
he has stated in his preface, that '^ the trud 
is often lowered'' rather '^ than heightened f 
and more especially as he also asserted tha 
the- fects which he states are not e»aggerat 
ed; which word he has printed in Italics, t< 
shew its importance, and to command th« 
conlidence of his readers.*** These are cob 
sequences which Mr. Reed's ingenuity, aoe 
that of his friends would deduce from m] 
silence; to ensure which, he insinuates thai 
he has been actuated by tender motives ta 
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. tmeiB me, by suppres$ing Me IMf and 
itnmgning to ohlim&n the friUanaua parts 
%'9f my history. 

w On findiii^ that I was alyout to expose his 
icated tale^ he holdly aspaeiN»d to me, io 
lk#e most iinequi vocal terms, thet where the 
^.-jelatiOQ bears upon fiction, it was out of 
«i€(MiipassBOii to me, that my villany might 
v«»i be e:!(posed; and that where di^prace 
' attaches itself to my cbaraetw in ^^No 
'Fietion,^^ a real statement would be ^^ w(hw, 
inmeh worse," had it been given in its full 
«el^At ; and that my conscience must sub- 
scribe to the truth of this expressioB. JBut 
ht now finds that I am not to be intimi- 
dated. 

Fit>m the confident manner in which Mr. 
fieed's^assertio^s in the {H'eceding passages 
.«ie made, the religious public may reason- 
ably suppose,.that agreeably to his boast, be 
-'^has the means of full justification in bis 
bands^'' It will be natural for them to say^ 
^ Sufely a gentlenian of Mr. Reed's high 
leligious profession, and sustaining as he 
does the character of a Christian minister ; 
who dissents fron^^he established church 
because, of her supposed impurities; and 
whose business is to teach others, that reli- 
gion, whose basis is truth ; and whose su- 
perstructure must totter if kept up by false- 
haod and fabrication ) the tenos, the soul 
end -body of which is, net to revile, not ip 
eahimni^f not to iojure. not to cres^te falsi- 
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ties; but to do good to our neighbour; andl 
to " cover as with a mantle** any little fail«- 
ings in his fellow creatures ; wKen he says 
i am ** worse, much worse^^ than the char^ 
acter described of Lefevre^ must hare facte 
to produce to substantiate so heavy and 
overwhelming a charge.'^ 

Without entering into the whole of the 
charges, a task I shall endeavour to {Perform 
in going through this *^ truth which doe^ 
not always bear the semblance of truth^* 
as expressed in Mr. Reed's French motto to 
his work 5 I will just advert to a few^ which 
form a very powerful and extraordinary 
conjuncture at the period of my illness^ in 
November 1816. 1 

Mr. Reed, in "J^o Fiction," Vol. ii. pp. 
23 — 44j gives an account of my courtshrp 
with a young lady ; inserts a professed let- 
ter from that lady, stating that she had re-- 
turned me my letter's; introduces *'her 
grandmother as deputed to break off the 
correspondence ; declaring that it was ourin^ 
to a letter sent by a Mr, Simpkin ; and 
blames Wallis for deceiving them^ &c.'* 
Now I am bound to say this is ad false; 
injuriously so to me. 

Mr. ,Reed also says, that my conduct was 
such in the office, as " to have subjected me 
to the displeasure of my employers/^ and 
that I was so utterly depraved , so lost to 
every sense of feeling, and so contemptuous^ 
'withal) that I treated this manifested dissat- 
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ifi&ction with hidifferenc^; insoBmch, u 
lo cause a '^ regular comniunicatioh Jrom 
the p&XNCiFALs of the officjb'' to be seat to 
me, ** reprimanding me /or my neglect f'* 
tad *^ couched in threatening terms ;" and 
that ao sensible was I of my miscoaducl^ 
and so full of fear to meet my sup^iors^ 
that I Jeigned myseU ill; and ^^dreading" 
more messages/^ that I sent ^^ ttvo notesy^ 
statiDg my indisposition ^^ as an excuseJ^ 
And he says to me in his threatening letter, 
"I know it,'' wily that I was "worse, 
much fJDorse^^ than the above statement; 
whereas I know the . statemeat jLo be made 
up of the grossest falsities that ever issued 
from the pen of the mqst vindictive indi- 
vidual ; and that the whole is utterly false^ 
a&d that there is no foundation for k. The 
Inith — the simple and unvarnisbed truth, is, 
I had been fifteen years in the ofSce on the 
first of October, 1S16, six weeks before I 
was taken ill, during which time, I had 
never once been suspended from my duty ; 
and that so far from my being reprimanded 
previously to my being taken ill ; — so far 
from any messages having been sent to 
me ; — any " threatening for neglect of duty," 
or my having written " two ngtes'^ in ex- 
cuse, that I performed my duty regularly 
and satisfactorily^ on the very night I was 
taken ill, when I went in a state of de- 
rangement to Mr, Reed's house. And to 
confirm my statement, my salary was paid 
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three Quarters af a year after I was takem, 
illy and for months after my friends had 
given up all hope of finding me;. and not 
until then was my vacancy filled up ; and 
when it was filled up, so satisfactorily had 
I fulfilled the duties of my ofiice during the 
fifteen years I had been there, and so hon- 
ourably had I conducted myself, as to have 
excited so great a sympathy in my supe- 
riors, in consequence of my dreadful malady, 
that it was understood, in the event of my 
being heard of within the limits of a reason- 
able time, and in a fit state to resume my 
duties, even my being thus absent^ should 
not be a bar to my resuming the same sta- 
tion and rank I held previously to my 
affliction. 

Mr. Reed also asserts, '^ that at nearly 
the same time^ I received a regular com* 
munication from the principals of the office^ 
and a request to balance and present my 
accounts connected with the agency ;" that 
*^ \ was not in a state to comply immedi* 
ately with the requisition ;^' that ^^ I had 
borrowed a sum of money from my agency 
account;" and that '^as I could not past 
my accounts properly, the summons I had 
received, therefore, literally confounded 
mc." Vol. ii. pp. 48 — 52. All this isposi" 
tively false. The truth is, / had abso* 
lutely overpaid my accounts the week be- 
fore, and that they were not called for at all ; 
and in fact how could they, when I had 
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overpaid them^ and when we settled every 
week? 

Mr. Reed asserts all his statements 
abfove as true^ which I assert to be false. 
Bat testimony and facts only, can go 
j^ost fiction and fabrication^ How then 
am I to do this but by a reference to the 
situations alluded to^ and the persons with 
whom I have been connected, and by pub- 
lishing such documents as are in my posses- 
sion ? And, I trust, as character is the most 
valuable thing a man can possess, those with 
whom I have been connected will forgive 
me ; this being the only way ih which I can 
repel the base and injurious statements in 
"No Fiction,*' aggravated by the deliberate 
and bold assertion, in the language of deli- 
anoe, of the author in October, 182)3, that 
"the bad parts are worse, much worse than 
(hey are given." And this, likewise, must 
be my apology for entering so largely into 
detail. 

I had now been nine years in the office, 
and having gone through its gradations, in 
my twenty-fifth year, I found myself in pos» 
session of a salary only sufficient to pay my 
board and lodging, and procure me neces*- 
saries. At this age most young men think of 
altering their condition in life; but such 
were my dreary prospects, and those of my 
brother officers, that we saw some vigorous 
measures must be adopted to procure an 
^addition to our slender incomes^ or we must 
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doom ourselves to isolated*^ and unsocial es 
istence, be deprived of connubial bliss, o 
subject our families to ill-fated poverty an 
unseemly privations. 

Actuated by these feelings^ I suggested t 
•several of my brother officers, the propriet; 
of subinitting our respectful claims to tb 
notice of our superiors. And, strange as i 
may appear, some individuals were so apil 
thetic, that we could scarcely awaken with 
in them a desire to benefit themselves 
Whether this arose from a fear of offendinj 
their superiors, or from a cowardly cotiteid 
in their present possession and future pros* 
pects, I cannot tell, but with the fact I aan 
well acquainted. I do not, however, men* 
tion this to place them in any unfavourable 
light, but merely to shew, what *^N^d 
Fiction'' has rendered necessary, that Imust 
have * had some difficulties to contend with 
in my fellows, or else there could have been 
no grounds for the testimonial presented to 
me afterwards ; and I with pleasure note 
here, that those gentlemen, who manifested 
so much indifference at the commencement, 
were the first, as I understood, to propose 
some lasting testimonial of respect to me. 

But I was sensible, that, whatever might 
he the result, our superiors were possessed 
of too much good sense to be offended with 
us as a body, for laying our respectful re- 
quests on their tables, and had too much 
discernment and equity to feel displee^i^ 
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however prominent he 
i\(; and at all events I 
abing the experiment, 
I expected, that so far 
from taking umbrage, 
rith us in our privations, 
presentations, and even 
avours. And as an evi- 
ifaction at our proceed- 
'elt no displeasure at the 
t rather applauded the at- 
^ember, 1810, selected 
1 extra situation, which 
7 hours in the day ; but 
1 nearly half as much as 
I particularly mention 
al and kind appointment, 
epresentations might in- 
mation of those gentle- 
to suppoae I WHS charge- 
: aTnd falsity through the 
Fiction," Vol. i. p. 201, 
where he has recorded a pretendedyac^, but 
\ which in reality is one that has no relation 
to truth ; could it he imagined that I was 
I concerned in the following account? "That 
r they invited me to their tables, and inti- 
mated in language that might be made to mean 
tomething or nothing, that I ought, and 
must, and should, if at all possible, be raised 
to higher duties in the office." This false 
statenii^at, and those contemptible insinua- 
tions th^ughout, is the more ioescusable in 
IS 
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this author, as he was well acquainted ^^ 
this voluntary appointment, and well kneiPV 
that they could not do more for me than 
^ . they had done. But this writer's miiid.:il 
80 ' perverse, of so strange a east, and fiii 
disposition of so unaccountable a nature^ 
that, were he to become the biographer of 
the most unble&ished individuals within thi^ 
whole pale of the Christian church, thejr 
would scarely escape his eensures, e^ma/^ 
if they were superior to him in degree. 

Haunted as I was at this time, with the 
dreadful charge which Mr. Reed had brought 
against me, and of which I have already 
taken some notice, I found my spirits sink- 
ing beneath the overwhelming^ pressure, 
especially as it left me no other means of 
defence, than that which my own denial^ 
^ founded on a consciousness of my innocence, 

y supplied. Labouring under these mosti 

dreadful feelings, arising from the accusa<«l 
tlon, and arguing with myself on its im- 
probability and even impossibility, I began 
to relax in my religious duties, and was fre- 
quently on the verge of giving up religion 
altogether. But even here, through the 
compassion of God, the dictates of con- 
science came to my assistance ; nor could I 
execute my half-formed design of relinquish- 
ing all attendance on places of public wor- 
ship. This dreadful feeling was kept in 
constant operation, during the four following 
years of my life^ through which I endured 
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l|p)nies of mind, of which no one but ttiy* 
idf can fonn ady adequate conception. 

Abandoning myself to these melancholy 
agitations of soul, I soon began to think that 
I bad been reprobated from eternity^ and 
doomed to inevitable destruction ; and, that 
under these circumstances, it would be im« 
pious for me to pray. Thus was I driven 
from the consolations of the Gospel ; and, 
instead of confiding in the merits of a cruci- 
fied Saviour for salvation, and leavings thi» 
charge for the light of eternity to unravel, I 
sunk into despondency, and gave myself up 
to despair. 

But although these gloomy feelings almost 
overwhelmed me, yet rays of hope some- 
times illuminated my soul ; and notwith- 
standing the baneful influence wJhich the 
hi^h Calvinistic sentiments, that ] had learn- 
ed from Mr. Reed and others, had upon my 
mind, a reflection upon the attributes of God 
caused me to reason,^ that He never could 
have created beings merely far destruc- 
Hon; or, more properly speaking, it ap- 
peared very extraordinary, that a good Be- 
ing, should have made such jdecrees, as that 
the state of all human beings should be in- 
evitably fixed before they were. born. StiH 
the gloomy doctrine of reprobation predom- 
ioated ; and as I am stating my actual feel- 
ings at that period, those who never have 
been subject to the operation of such terrible 
apprehensions^ will^ I hopoj bear with me 



in the relation^ By those who have 
through the deep waters (^ afflictioo, 
language cannot be misunderstood, 
them, and to others who are now tread 
this gloomy valley, the detail may prove 
structivey by warnii^ them of tiM>se 
on whidh I had well nigh suffered 
wreck, and of those abysses into .which 
was plunged. Hereafter I shall relate i| 
what way, through the abundant mercy of i 
long-suffering God, I was delivered froa 
the captivity occasioned by this tremendow 
doctrine, and state the manner in which thi 
awful apprehensions resulting from its inft^ 
ence were removed. 

It will naturally be supposed, that Hk 
Reed, oliservin^ these gloomy inq^ressit 
(arising from the powerful workings of I 
charge ; and not^ as he fictitiou^y sta 
from being drawn aside from the paths 
virtue by Ms fictitious and infi 
Wallis^) was always reasoning with me 
the subject ; but those ivho make this su 
position, will be grossly deceived. B 
never wrote to me in any other way 
that of the most perfect indifference at ni| 
conduct, so long as I was on friendly temm 
with him ; nor did he endeavour to remove 
these overwhelming impressions on my 
mind, in any conversation. By referriiut 
to the irreversible decrees of God, in the real 
letter which he wrote to me on the death of 
my brother, which I shall publish in thft 
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ftop&r place, (instead of the <* No Fiction" 
me, Vol. L p. 176, in which he alludes to 
iiy tendency/ to despair j which I suppose 
}ft found by referring to my real letters at 
iiis period,) he says, *^ Is it not odrs always 

t> say, * WHATEVER IS, IS RIOHT,^ * ALL IS 

^ WELL ?^ ^' The reason why he did not give 
me that friendly advice, which it may be 
supposed a minister of the Gospel ought to 
give, was known to himself, and himself 
only. He knew what charge he had 
brought against me, and from its past op- 
erations, he perhaps dreaded its future 
effects. 

In 1811, Mr. Reed came to live in Chis- 
well Street, where he remained till October 
1814, during these years, the reader must 
therefore view him, not merely as taking 
^^ abed occasionally,^^ as is stated in ** No 
Fiction," Vol. i. p. 227, "with Mr. Rus- 
sell," but as the occupant of one of my two 
rooms, for which I was paying his father, 
unfurnished, one-and-twenty guideas, i. e, 
eighteen guineas a year for them, and three 
guineas a year for cleaning ; and not only 
as an occupant of one of my rooms, but ab- 
solutely as having my bedroom to himself 
in totOn subjecting me during all this period, 
to the great inconvenience and unpleasant- 
ness of sleeping in my front room in a 
press-bedstead. ^ 

As this forms an important era in my his- 
tory^ I trust the reader will s^ow me here 

12* 
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to make a digi<e68ioQ» which is rendei 
necessary, as it is incumbent on me to f^ 
a fiiir statement of my connexions with i 
family, various reports being afloat, injurit! 
to my character ; false, cruel and unfouc 
ed; not originating from the old peop 
bat from the " household," aiid *^ juntoi 
circle" of the young people ; the unfairnc 
of these secret and calumniating attaci 
when I hayQ fairly and boldly challenge 
him before the public, will be. ackno wledgn 
by all my unbiassed and liberal readers, 1 
reply to those secret attacks, these ^^te 
party'^ calumnies, I refer the candid reade 
who wishes to ascertain the truth, to M 
Reed's father and mother for my gener: 
ch^acter while with them ; my conduct 1 
them and their son Andrew ; and ako as i 
regards the truth of my statements so far i 
they have fallen under their notice. I 
making this refereilce, for the authenticit; 
of my declarations, to the testimony of Mi 
and Mrs. Reed, sen. I think it proper to in 
form all who wish to ascertain the facta 
that they now lodge with Mr. Harris o 
Barking in Essex, where any letter may b< 
addressed to them. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reed being desirous oi 
doing the best they could for their childrenj 
and incurring heavy expenses for thieir soa 
Andrew, while he was at the Academyj 
(for his mother's hand was almost always 
in her pocket for him,) for books, clotbioj* 
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let mone^, &c. thejr kept n<r more 
)ms for their own use than tiiey absolute* 
wanted. In fact, sg bent were they on 
lis one object^ that they not poly derived 
ihemselyes of those little eomforts which 
their station and business would have afford- 
ed, anc^ their age required ; but they pnt 
tbemseli^s to great personal ini^onvenience ; 
insomucMbat the back- garret in which old 
Mr. Ree4p'i^ho was a watchmaker, worked 
by day, was in the night converted into a 
|)edroom for |K>or Martha ; and the kitchen^ 
ID which we lived and had our meals, be- 
came a bedroom at night for poor Peter ; 
there being only four rooms in the house, 
independently of the shop, besides those 
which I occupied. The family being thus 
tircumstanced, on Andrew's leaving the 
Academy, they^had^ no place to put him, 
unless he chose to have a tum-vp bed in 
the dining-room. ' To this small personal 
inconvenience, neither his pride, nor his 
lo?e of indulgence could submit, although 
he permitted me to do it, as before stated ; 
and, what is still more degrading to him, 
suffered me, while thus inconvenienced, 
and while he was in the receipt of nearly 
three times my income ; to pay his own 
father for his indulgence and convenience. 
Yet his parsimonious disposition, inclined 
him to take shelter under the roof of his 
mother J well knowing that neither money 
nor pains would be spared (which often 
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was th^ case to the ignorance of the father^ 
which I dare say Mrs. Reed has informed 
him since) by his affectionate mother, to jpro* 
ctire him those little niceties of which he'fV 
so fond;* but for which he appears to be 
indifferent. 

• 

* f n general when be had been preacbte,' his moth- 
er prepared a boiled fowl and oystgHMice, readjr 
t^ainst hit return ; but the father >9f^V7 looked «C 
it until his eon had eaten the hreaslji mT wings ; and 
when poor Peter and MaKha got the bjMJTs, they thought 
themselves luck/ if they found afl|Fn)eat on them* 
The warmest seat in the kitchen aliK (eren to the ex- 
clusion of his pious, aged and reoei^ble father, frofa 
hit comer chairy was given to him by his mother, who^ 
with the anxiety of an Eastern tyrant^s slave, used to 
listen for hit rap at the door with ^^ lively trembling,^ 
which was like an electric shock upon her 'nerves, f 
ha^e often laughed, and so has she, almost to hysterics, 
when I have seen poor Peter (for he was a good-tena* 
pered, open, facetious lad) jump op in imitation of her. 
when a knock similar to yonn^ Andrew^s, was made 
at the door, Peter would, continuing his imitation, 
jocosely cry out, ''.Here he comes— take care — get 
the slippers — now the supper — get out. of the way!" 
&c. This young novelist's tattty although much alt^r- 
€<! since that period, as it regards his mihd, it being 
turned from solid and useful reading to flimsy and ro- 
mantic writings, is the same as it regards his physical 
appetite. When Mr. 'William Bridgman called on his 
father to settle my account with them, in November 
1K20, (they then lodged in part of their son's house in 
Cannon Street Road) a thimdering knock at the door, 
announced the approach of some great personag^e. His 
anxious mother tfew to the door, it was her son, she 
immediately said to him, ^^What shall I getfor yoo, 
my dearf" He answered as abruptly as a Siberian 
boor, ^^ A sausage,^^ and then shut the door, but 
oj>en€d it again and exclaimed, ^Mnd/ Ut them 6e 
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^TQim noanoer in which young Mr. Reed 

* introduced tp Chiswell Street, and the 

»Q why I surrendered one of my own 

^ms, and my comforts for him, arose from 

following circumstance. His mother, one 

ly in conversation with me on this subject, 

whi<^€ perceived she was only repeat- 

the siijistaoce of a previous conversation 

him^bserved, ^^ To be sure it would 

te very a^P^ward, in case any gentleman of 

note, or any Dissenting minister of im-^ 

portance wei^ to call upon him, to have a 

pre99 bedstead in the dining roam •*'' and 

I recollect she particularly alluded to the 

Rev. John Clayton, sen. ; with whom Mr. 

Reed had become acquainted, in consequence 

^f an introductory letter from Mr. Clayton^s 

sister-in-law, Mrs. Dawson of Lancaster; 

whoto countenance and sanction he courted, 

from an expectation that it would be useful 

to him. These difficulties to his coming to 

live at Chiswell Street, ( ofiered to obviate, 

by removing to other lodgings, until he got 

settled. "^ This however his mother objected 

to, not only on the ground of what I paid 

mulif done r^ He did not know Mr, Bridgman was 
there. Often since then my generous friend and mj- 
self bare had a hearty laugh^ when his kind mother 
Mrs. Bridgman has asked me when 1 have called in, 
^hhi 1 would take, when I answered, ^^ A sausage, 
nicely done.^^ For the information of his friends wfao 
may be at a loss what to get to please him, and m&y 
not know what sausages he likes, I be^ to inform th^m, 
be likes ^^ tibe Epping,^^ and not '^ beef sausages.** 
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Ibet ; but, also, as she stated, which I believi 
was tiie truth, that both herself and MA 
Reed, sen. had a great regard for me, ahl 
wished for my company. But not%vitWj 
standing the inconveniencie it woifld be fa 
me, as they would not agree to my lea^^ing 
to evince my friendship, and to^iprnish ai 
accommodation which his mother hesitatt^ 
in accepting, and a sacrifice, whi% no oth^ 
person except Mr. Reed; jun. I fliink, would^ 
have suflfcred me to make, I roluntariljf 
offered to give up my back*^room to hint, 
imtil he had a habitation of his own, which^ 
I supposed would not be long; though it 
actually lasted neieirly four years. Should 
any one dispute that I paid for both rooms 
(for some persons, professed friends of youlf^ 
Andrew, can hardly believe he could be s5 
mean as to suffer it,) during the whole of 
the period, I refer them to Mr. and Mrs. 
Reed, sen. or even to Mr. Reed, jun. : yet, 
I must acknowledge, that, for this act of 
profuse generosity, I have been blamed by 
several who are the avowed friends of the 
Rev. Andrew Heed. 

I have thought it necessary thus fully to 
state how it was, and why it was, that Mr. 
Reed took up his abode with us ; not mere-^ 
ly to repeat the fact, that he occupied one 
6( my rooms, while I paid the full amount 
for both ; but to contradict what some of his 
friep4s have asserted^ that ^' this, as well as 
all the r^st of th^^ statements in my letter^ was 



IS to [weptw the puUi« 
^liary narrati^, which, 
ttOD, m^bt be baptixed 



y for tbe readv to ke^ 
irge which he brought 
which I have alr^adj 
ided, is atated to have 
sar and a half prior to 
e at Chiswelt Street j 
e theae facta, with Im 
ctipn," Vol. i. pp. 137— 
if me from a hikd who 
ity, during that period 
of noticing and ioquir- 
, as. his pastoral engage- 
, required his constant 
excepting a month or 
he never (save the time 
urtship,} scarcely was a 
And that this period is 
brought to p. 253, he himself substantiatei, 
by a relation of my walking in my sleep one 
ni^t, (p. 227 ',) which may be false or true ; 
for I am as unable, and equally deprived of 
the power to contradict this relatedyuc' of 
his, as I had beea to contradict the serious 
chaise he brought against me from Ply- 
mouth. I ouly refer to this now, (reserv- 
ing my observations on his statements, ia 
my Review of " No Fiction,") that the 
rf»der, io perusing the letters from 1811 to 
the conclusion of our oorrespoodeoce, until 
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t^t^ent to live aft Lambetihi may view (iieia ai 
not coming from a Ttian who only knenv mj) 
eharatter from hearsay; ii^ asfrom a ^9Mr«i 
who was nearly all the time living oa tfa^ 
itfame floor with^me, excepting at the ioter* 
^als when those letters were written ; aiM| 
the same observation applies to the naraiH 
five, which renders the falsehoods jtnd mi^ 
statements doubly ^reprehensible. '' 

During this year, (1811) nothing remark^ 
able occurred worthy of perusal, until IVfx^ 
Reed's ordination; excepting that in theintew 
rim he wrote me other letters from Plymoi^^ 
Bock, which it will be proper to insert^ aft 
they she\# the terms in which they ane 
couched, and that he had then • received i. 
ca}} from New Road. The reader will bear 
in his recollection thie passage in his letter 

, dated November, 1810, wherein he says, 
'< Sorry y very sorry for poor Lyndall f 
Wilks is trying to get me to New Road, 
dont say a word even to MammaJ* Mn 
Lyndall had only the month before that lel« 
ter, left New Road ; to which pulpit he hiiiv« 
self was now desirous of succeeding. These 
pious and hypocritical lamentations, of || 
spiritual son over a spiritual father, look\ 
welli when contrasted with a preceding Ieti» 
ter, wherein he says shall we be surprised 

• if he " at last rots on a dung-hiliy^ aa 
expression at once cruel, vulgar, unmanly* 
Und unchristian; Btid particularly ungreUe^ 
fulf as he himself has acknowledged that it! 
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instrumentaHty of Mr. 
ig, that he was converted, 
has put Aim iota tbe re- 
» the income he otherwia* 
vd. From this eircuta* 
, it would have bees beb< 
B said, "Poer/e/toio/ 1 
rry lor him ; but he ahaU 
nea while I have aaw.'* 
wever, some power&il ob- 
d's going to Xew JRoad; 
is having origiiiBlly given 
rch, by not submitting hit 
fu^vaf, previously to his 
emyt as it is a regulation, 
my readers do not know 
be as ignorant of Digsent- 
a wife of a popular oovel- 
who when he was lament^ 
I the loss of his deacona, 
^ou advertise for one, my 
inting churches, that all 
'hink themselves called to 
inistry, shall submit their 
val (not the criticism) of 
brethren ; which is a wise 
administered by proper, 
anse Christians, such as 
iHuac ui lui uici uines ; and not such as our 
Dew, mushroom, young Christian judges^ 
j who, from spouting at such societies as our 
' Kwmrfef^w/ "Literary Society," get to spout- 
i&gia our DisseDtiog churches, to the annoy- 
1 ■ 13 
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ance of both miaister and people. Anothe* 
arose^ from his presumptuous and boyisll 
interference in December, 1808, when hid 
united with Mr. Lyndall, (and even went 
so far as to write a dictatorial letter himself 
which I took to Mr. Turner, the Treasur^^ 
of the Lecture,) in dictating to the managers 
what lecturers they should choose; and abso- 
lutely refused to accept of the honour the 
managers had conferred upon him, in elect- 
ing him, (out of respect to Mr. Lyndall, and 
because of his high doctrinal sentiments^ ^ 
even while a student, as one of their lectui^- 
ers, unless they would strike £4^ their list 
an aged minister ^ of the name of Weston, 
whose moral character was unimpeachable^ 
and who had been a lecturer there for seT*- 
eral previous years ; but who had unfortn- 
liately given some offence to the bold spirit 
of Mr. Lyndall. However they might bend 
to the dictum, age, and pastoral obligations 
of Mr. Lyndall ; and however sparing they 
were in making observations on him, they 
shewed no mercy towards Reed ; and uniting 
his conduct in this business with the contempt 
with which he had treated them on entering 
the Academy, they openly and boldly pror 
Bounced him, one of the 'most arrogant, 
proud and vain individuals that ever was 
connected with society. 

On reviewing this business, I do not knoiv 
which to blame most; th^ folly of the man-- 
ager^, in choosing a boy at the Academy • 
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w tiie-pres-umption o{ this ignoramus. It 
anade, however, a lasting impression on the 
ninds of the people ; and it ^^ hangs heavy/' 
I believe on some of them to this day. Mr. 
Wilks, as will hare been seen, was working 
with all his might, ingenuity and cunnings 
to get Mr. Reed to the New Road meeting ; 
and no man is more deserving of praise for 
the perpetuity and activity of friendship, 
than the Rev. Matthew Wilks. Whether 
the objects for whom he interests himself 
are deserving, or whether he always pursues 
the most p^per means to accomplish his 
parposesy are nropositions which are open 
Id discussion ; but far be it from me to im^ 
pogn his motives; and where I offer any 
ohservations upon him, which may appear 
harsh, it is when the ardency of his conduct, 
in endeavouring to serve others, who are 
worthy of no mercy, has driven him to 
diverge froni the lipe of conduct he ought 
to have adopted relative to those, who^ 
although not his enemies, differ from him 
in their views. The attempts of Mr. Wilks 
were heartily and steadfastly seconded by 
jne; and it so happened, that at this tisfie I 
possessed considerable influence with thQ 
church, arising from the following circum- 
stances, which resulted in Mr. Lyndall's 
leaving, and made room for Mr. Reed. la 
September, 1810, Mr. Lyndall having joined 
himself to a junto in his church, they brought 
some serious charges against the treasurer of 
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the church, Mr. Brooke. As his brolher-iii^ 
law, Mr. Walker, travelled down with 
fo Enfield Highway, he acquainted me 
the whole of the circumstances, and 
Mr. Brodks would publish a pamphlet, 
he time and abiiity to write one, to acc< 
pany a statement of his accounts, which 
nad printed, from the time he became ti 
surer to that period ; and he would be mi 
obliged to me, if I would draw up a sh< 
address. Sensible of the justice of my cau! 
of the integrity of the treasurer, (which 
had frequently heard from Mr. iLyndr^ 
lips,} and above all, being desirous of o1 
ing my old, my worthy friend and travt 
ing companion, I took up my pen^ and 
one night wrote the address, which is en! 
led " An Address to the Church of Chi 
assembling at the New Road, St George^ 
East.*' A meeting, consisting of Mr. Hitl 
bock, Mr. Turner, Mr. Walker and 3ft 
Carr, took place, at the house of Mr. Brool 
when it was read ; and having passed tl 
critical ordeal, was ordered to be printed; 
this was done immediately. A thous: 
dopies were struck off, and, with this litfl 
stone was this mighty Golidh slain; 
he never attempted to answer it. Hoi 
ever, he met me one day, when he said, h( 
would put all of them into the Old Bailey^ 
Who had signed the pamphlet : these were' 
the twelve trustees. 
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r cannot help here remarking, what an 
lers of the New Road have 
. Mr, Lyndall threatened 
rustees there, because they 
iddress I had written; and 
ing in a hurry to put my 
lecause he Just authenticat- 
)f his letter to me. But 
were they both foiled ! So 
i who fights against truth, 
jw what I had written was 
. Seed knew what I had 
k. If iniidels want to know 
II tell them : He is Truth; 
ilght against truth, fight 
d those who fight against 
itely perish. They may 
I ; but then it will be, that 
the end be more dreadful, 
e that remain may be more 
jsed. 

;ived any thing for writing 

fpt the thanksof the friends, 

)n of seeing equal-handed 

ng the scales, which was 

me than the gold of Peru, 

exander, or the glory of a 

lad a treasure of gratitude 

bosoms of some of the 

it men at New Road ; and 

never having had occasion to impoverish it 

by drawing any thing out on my account j 

J was determined bow to probe it to its very 
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bottom in behalf of my frieady and said 
would €(^sider myself, not only amply 
but ready to become debtor to them, if t 
would exercise some of their gratitude 
acknowledged due to me, in behalf of 
friend. To Mr. Brooks, I used erery 
Jkient that reason could dictate, or frien 
suggest. Mr. Brooks, to all I aaid, answ< 
ed, ** You know how enraged the 
were with Reed y in the first place for got 
to the Academy, without ir&Uing 
church with common respect : and 
again in that irery improper interfe 
about Weston, and the presumptuous tei 
he wrote at that time ; in which I was im 
cated." I pleaded his youth ; that 
not do ; and in fact, he said, his youth is 
objection.' I took a different petition : I 
the blame, in the first instance^ upon 
Rev. Matthew Wilks. I said, you k 
him ; and he would and did say to Bi 
'^ Never mind about appearing before 
church : I will put you into Hackney with- 
out them.'^ As it regarded the second hmi 
nesfi, I told him it was Mr. LyndalPs fr 
chtirely ; as Mr. Reed would never havi 
written such a letter, only Mr. Lynd^< 
when up at Hackney, the first time heevi 
had been there, took him into the fields ttl 
talked to him. and persuaded him to writcf 
it ; an4 what is more, he put & guinea into 
his hmnd. Cat) Mr^Reea deny this? (Mr. 
L. has g^l a large family ; aend tbis^^^t^d 
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ktek to Aim ; it was a brtbe, Jindrew,) A 
tiling, Mr. Reed said he had never done 
before. Mr. Brooks candidly said, " You 
have greatly removed my prejudice; but 
there is Mr. Moore, who is a good preacher, 
affable, and open, oMbr than Mr. Reed ; of 
so different a disposition, and without any 
prejudice against him, so that he is beloved 
by ail ; we shall have great difficulty." I said, 
"Will you oblige me." " My dear fellow," 
he answered, " I would do any thing in the 
world for you. I consider myself under such 
d>ligations to you, as I tfan never repay." 
This I believe he spoke from his heart. 

It however happened, jast about this time, 
that a twenty paged pamphlet came out, as a 
reply to our little bark, which we had float- 
ed about four nmnths before ; and which had 
terrified all the Corsairs, Vandals and Greeks 
for four months. When Mr. Lyndall's party 
put out this twenty paged skiff, which was 
neither water-proof, nor fit for sea, I saw it 
would soon sink without our firing a gun; 
I mean, a 5th of November cracker. This 
I told Mr. Brooks, and although he was desir- 
ous of having it answered, I objected to it on 
the grounds stated, and because it was too 
late; we having got possession of the citadel, 
and having received the gratulations of all 
oar independent neighbours, the Dissenting 
charches. These arguments quieted, if they 
did not convince Mr. iBrooks. However, 
is I thought it could do no harm, I told hint 
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t would gire them a little chase when the 
weather was fine : this I did, that I might 
get firmer hold of Mr, Brooks and the 
i^hurchy for the benefit of n^y friend Jin-- 
drew Reed. Thus, after having had to con- 
tend with innumerable difficulties, we suc- 
ceeded with a good deal of tact and perse- 
verance in getting a call sent to him \ but 
notwithstanding all our endeavours, influ- 
ence and caution, united with his superior 
abilities to the other candidate; we only 
succeeded (I was not a member, however, I 
believe, I dictated part of a speech for one 
or two of them,) in getting this call by a 
very small m^aj&rity^ although they call it a 
large one^ The following letters will cor- 
roborate my statements, and give substance 
to the truth of my observations. 

Mh. F, Babnett, 
Chiswell Sti'eet. 
Glass House Street y March 5, 18X1 • 
My Dear Friend, 

Your very kind letter came safe 
to hand ; its contents are quite agreeable to 
my views of the subject ; your arguments 
are very cogent ; they have a powerful influ- 
ence on my mind. I still think it needful 
to prepare an answer to their nonsense^ 
although we do not publish. It is true, to 
a demonstration, the pamphlet is full of dis- 
simulation and falsehoods ; and how far we 
act consistent in not answering it, am not 
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able to sav. I have not experieticecl much 
anxiety about an answer ; Inough I think it 
needful to give them a reply. My mind 
delates to me that silence is the most pru- 
dent answer which can be given : afier all 
if you could spare Hmt to prepare an 
answer xit your leisure, should feel urt" 
speakably ohliged. I beg you to accept my 
hearljeit thanks for your kind attention; 
rt^l assured I feel the obligation. Sh«Jl 
be happy to see you with brother and sister 
any Thursday evening you may appoint. 
Be pleased to present my best love to Mr. 
Reed ; I have a great affection for him. My 
earnest prayer to God is, he may preach 
Christ with energy^ love Christ, and live 
Christ. I hope to see him when he catl 
make it convenient : we dine at one o'clock. 
Should be glad to see him and yoti at the 
saint time. I am, my dear friend, 

Yours most sincerely, 
R. L. Brooks* 

Sherborne House , Friday y May 10, 1811. 

Cheltenham. 
My dear Bamett, 

>Yours I received yesterday 
afternoon, just as my durdte and self were 
about to mount our horses to visit a neigh- 
bouring town and dispense the word of life. I 
have now just returned, and take up my pen, 
at once to thank you for your letter, and the 
paper, which / suppose came from you. 
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There was notbing in my journey, eil 
worthy of my time to narrate or yours 
read, or you would have all particulars, 
could have indeed told you that we hret 
fasted at one inn, baited at another, got dj 
ner at a third ; my ride was wearisome, 
road bad, and ike women querrilous, [] 
is sure to have a slap at them wherever H 
can.] But where would have been yod 
interest in all this ? The dapper gentlemai 
to whom you refer did not travel with mi 
any farther than to Charing Cross. Ohi 
flatis fuit ! 

Thanks for your remarks relative to Neil 
Road. But what can I consistently do 
more than I either have done or design to 
do ? Write me full on this subject, and sa} 
whatever you think. I hope it is in mj 
liature to be friendly but 1 cannot be fuL 
some. I can stoop from a conviction oi in- 
feriority, but not from the hope of advantage, 

I have written to Plymouth ; but have yet 
received no response. You say Mr. Moore 
is engaged for four Sabbaths in July at 
Jewih Street. Is it not June ? Send me 
word in your next, which I hope will come 
by return of post. I have not time at pre- 
sent to collect my thoughts on the subject 
you mention^ but will bear it in memory. 
The subjects which most engage my hesui 
now, are involved in these questions. How 
may we discover the will of Providence ? 
What is most conducive to a close walk with 
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fiod ? Both have peculiar interest with me.^ 
Hie former arising from the state of my 
mumstances, and the latter from the state 
rf my heart Crire them your thought^ 
md your pen. 

1 am yours affectionately, 

Andbew Reed. 

N. B. Perhaps you will let the folks at 
Chiswell Street read this, and I will trouble 
you with another to-morrow for mother. 

To Mr. F. Barnett. 

Cheltenham^ May 15, 18 II. . 
My Very Dear Friend, 

Three times three for your kind 
v&d long epistle. I should have answered 
it yesterday, but it was impossible 'to save 
the post. To-day I feel desirous of answer- 
ing it at some length, but am prevented by 
ine long tittle-tattle of two ladies. [At 
the ladies again. I dare say he appeared 
very much pleased when they were with 
him. Perhaps these two ladies may recol- 
lect this interview.] Not that I should have 
been very anxious to answer the questions,* 

* As far as I can recollect, the questions I put wer* 
Telati^e to his attending the prayer-meetings and visit* 
ing the sick ; two of the most important branches of 
the pastoral office, and which Mr. Ljndall had com- 
pletely neglected. However, he did not consider him- 
self as neglecting bis duty, not having, when he ac- 
cepted the pastoral office, entered into any engagement 
relative to those important duties, which the peoplit 
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jais to haire enable you to have y»^lded thei 
to the iaspection of others. This 1 fe< 
desirous of avt>idiingy beeau^^ I think it^ 
kK^ks too much like nmnci^uvr^ %0 be eoiHi 
sistent with my avowed integrity. Th4|| 
, thing indeed is perfectly harmless and good | 
and had y^u simply proposed the questions, 
without acquainting we wiih your design ; 
[But would this have been fair and friend-- 
hf ? No. 1 never acted as he has invaria^ 
bly done ; on a sly, cunning, selfish princi^ 
pie ; always was open and candid, an<i 

supposed would follow of course. But now they wei« 
determined that his successor should make some agree- 
jfkeuU Heariag this, I put, I believe, some questioni 
to Mr. Reed, with a view of shewing his answer to 
6ome of the people, and allay their feai^s. I told them, 
Itowever, J knew he would be sure tQ viHt the sick ; 
und attend tht pfay^r-meetings^ as I had often heard 
bim blame Mr. Lyndall for this neglect : and state that 
it appeared to htm, not only the most important, but 
the most pleasant part of a minister's duty ; and so 
satisfied were the people, that even in the inmiaiion^ 
they ^sked for no stipulation ; which omission he no- 
tices, in his letter dated July 11, (as will be seen,) with 
satisfaction* How far he has fulfilled the stipulations 
to his own conscience I cannot tell. But I Jsnow 
m^ny of his people are dissatisfied, and have complain* 
ed frequently to me. And how is it possible he can 
fulfil these duties properly ? His house (for be baa 
only lodgings in town,) is at CheshuTii^ where all his 
family is^ fourteen miles from his church. Was the 
question ofiSensive I put to him in my letter, p. IS. ; 
wherein I say, ^^ I indulged the hppe (speaking of this 
time) that hereafter you might become the kind^ atten* 
Uve pastor. But have I not been mistaken J?" I dare 
€aj it was ; but the quj^stion is,, is it not truth f 



157 

jieTOr made any secret movement^.] I could 
Vttb c{Misist«Bcy, and should with pleasure^ 
Iwre ^iven you my responses. However, 
^ knowleds^e is a felicity. Had I givQn 
iBpiUr answers^ to your questions and 
^ yoa shewn them, i am inclined to think 
tiiey would bave created son^ suspicions of 
which ycNu are not aware. Those persona 
know that '^ we two are oneJ^ They would 
have indulged impressions the most unlaw- 
ii^ As things now standy I do not hesi- 
tiile in saying, that they (at least many of 
diem,) regard jfou as m^ paw. in fact it 
is difficult for either of us to act, that we 
h|d better rest : at least the only mode of 
^Hon is for me to preach to them, and 
fkt hoth of us to be kind but not cringing., 
Certainly-— (Being interrupted I have for-? 

Sl^otten the sentence I was about to write.) 
t cannot be supposed that my being made 
too dear will deter them from application, 
if they are really desirous of applying. Let 
all yot^ say he said with indifference^ and 
in a cursory manner. I do not entreat this 
Ijoeause I doubt your prudenee^ but to put 
yeu iu rennembrance.. / kr^otv yo^t/t waami^ 
^Ik tpisAes towards vie ; am,d Iknfiw that 
Strv»Hr of heart ma/y $tim%tlate fervour of 
^fiwhiet. Li^t us mutjLially aim to embrace 
tbvquse s^0tiinenta whicih will endure resigna- 
tion Without torpor, and (jo^d^jQe wkiiout^ 
|le«ua»ptJQii. 
U 
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I should suppose, if I give three 8a\ 
baths on my return^ it will be regarded ii 
probational. I do not know how I shd 
be able to stand a longer time. I must il 
August come to some dec^ions and mak 
some settlement. As to New Road, m] 
connexions with the church, you know, givi 
me some interest in it, otherwise it has noi 
claims superior to others ; as to emolumeal; 
it cannot be equal to some. 

I determine to decline Cheltenham; [Yes; 
because Miss B — would not have him^ 
otherwise he had made up his mind to ae- 
cept of that call j " so much '^ for the atteni 
Hon to a call of a Dissenting church !| 
(dont say a word.) I have not heard y€| 
from Plymouth : this i» the reason I havQ 
not written to Mr. Brooks. Wishing yoi 
the presence of Jesus to direct you. i| 

I am, most truly yours, i 

Andrew R£ED. \ 

Sherborne House^ Cheltenham. " 
MyvDear BarneU, > < 

I give you thanks for the papM! 
I received this morning, and greatly coa-^ 
gratulate you on the rejection of the bill a( 
so early a atage, and with such a shew of 
triumph. It is now lost, lost, lost for ever & 
^' Grod hath not dealt so with every nation^ 
pr^se ye the Lord.'' 

I have sent a letter to Mr. Brooks; in 
which I have informed' him of my inability 
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Jto supply the first Sabbath in July^ as PJj- 
aiouth would be destitute. They expected 
iK for the last in June, but this I have de- 
rdhied* I have also sent a negative to Mr* 
^ne. I wonder I have received no let- 
ter from you in reply to my last. Pray 
irrite and send me all the news. I am 
driven to great haste. With reluctance I 
am out all day. 

Yours, equally in haste and leisure, 

Andrew Reed. 

After he had fulfilled his engagementi 
ftere were several very much dissatisfied. 
h fact, he carried himself so haughtily, 
^jl&ough he put Ofif from what I had told 
Mm, of the danger of such conduct the 
opptarance of affability and condescensioui 
tbjit there were a party determined on giv- 
iing a call to Mr. Moore. At this he was 
livery much hurt with the turn of things/* 
|ts\^e expresses it in the following letter, and 
fispedally as he presumed, " that if he gave 
ittree Sabbaths on his return from Chelten- 
1km, it would be considered as proba- 
tknalJ' I wrote him the state of the busi- 
ittss, and the following is his reply : 

Mr. p. Barnett. 

Petersjteldy {June] 15, 1811. 
I My Very Dear Friend, 
! Your kind packet was received this 

inorning, for which you have my thanks. 
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it was a £teat omission to megleet 
you my address. It is ttow vam to 
it, as I shall leaye before another can 
me. 

I am very \rhuck hurt, I supped 
ibeans, only he has left' oat a word, ^i 
will not insert one presumptively, I 
th6 reader to put in whatever he 
appropriate] with the turn of things at 
Road, but must endure them. I do 
know whether Mr. Walker's plan is the 
duct of consummate wisdom, but still I 
no wish to stop it. I Wish to be pci 
inactive. Without giviftg an imp^terl 
any designs or a check to any ptt)c< 
And yet after all, I suppose s&fn6 dear ft 
will be ready to say " Retd t)D(ur ttt f Mi 
tonft of it.^^* O my dear friend, 
world is this ; I long to do all I can fof i 
and then die out of it. \_I£e had not^ 
Che^hufit palace and hdwling-greM 

^i^s to the combination to bting ^J 
MoorCf I have no objections to ii, 
church be for it. They hiive k right tdi 
whom th^y please. Should they choose] 
unanimously y he shall not want my 
[I should think not,-«-Aow? could Mr, 
want his vote, if the church chose 
unanimously .^] 

* I was at the bottom of it, and tiad it not 
Jtfr. fValkerU plan and ptrsevtranee^ by which, 
opposition were oot?oted, Iteed woald hare M 
day. 
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Committing all to tbat Gk)^ who operates 
« the minds of inen as the winds on the 
waves of the sea and the standing corn, 

I am, my dear friend, 
• Yours, most truly, 

Anbbsw Rssd. 

With a good deal of manceuvering how* 
ever, we succeeded in getting a caU, of 
which the following is a copy : 

(copy.) 
New Road Meeting j 

St. George^s in the East, 
July 5,1811. 
Dear Sir, 

•After four evenings^ solemn 
prayer to that gracious God, who has given 
OS his promise that where two or three meet 
together, unite and agree to ask of him 
firection, he will kindly answer and direct, 
(we firmly believe he has granted our re- 
quest;} under this influence, we conceive 
that God in his infinite mercy will deign to 
bless those meetings which have been set 
tpart, for the express design of calling forth 
his almighty aid ; in enabling this church to 
elect a pastor after his oum hearty which 
U now clearly ascertained by that which has 
taken place this evening. 

The trustees, deacons and n^embers of 
this church of Christ assembling at the New 
fioad, St George's in the East, have bAllotr 
14* 
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kAf And 4o A^tAir^ a iutgt maiorti 
menibtri to be iti ymt htonty and w« 
the unspeakable saf idfaetion of infof mhig 
that we cordially assent in siting yoa 
inritation to the aboro-mentioned placo 
wofship, on the Sabbath after your 
from Plymouth /or two months pf ^ 
iory to a call as pastor. We noW 
kmsty Wait your ansrwer ; begging the 
of all grace would in his great kindness 
you his divine instruction, we wish 
every consolation in Christ our com 
Lord. We remain, 

Dear Sir, on behalf of the church, 
Yours, in Christian botids, &c« 
Signed, John Greek, J. Ross, 

S. Cole, R. L. BaooAi 

J. F. TtTRNBlt, P. WrIOHT. 

' On the foregoing do(iument (which \a 
trho had seen all the secret springs of a 
appeared almost like solemn mockery, 
the tricks and manoeuvres which had 
played oflf, as the letters will have she 
shall only ask my reader a question, ~ 
does he think they had most at heart^v 
know it was the palladium to the resvUi*- 
the discussion,) a single eye, (in c 
their pastor) to the glory of Ood, «f 
desire to select one who was likely to 
the largest congregation,* to the anno 
of Mr. Lyndall, who, on his separatioBj 
five-sixths, at least, of the eongr^^tiotf 
tritbhim? 



r 



163 



Plpnokfh Dotki July 11, 1811. 

My Very Dew Friend, 

In conformity with yoaf re({iiest, 
I send you ft copy ^* verbatim et liieratinij*' 
^ the official letter which I received eti my 
lArival at my resad^nce last evening* I wish 
you to riiew it to no one, no^ let any one 
know you have it, except our common fii^d 
Mr* Walker. But send me your thoughts 
in relation to it. 

Yoti will see that the two monUis are not 
^ you supposed, " preparatory to ordina- 
tioii,'' but to the reception of a call as pas- 
tor. This does not materially alter the 
state of things with me. Indeed it will 
allow me more time in coming to a decision, 
hut still it appears like a departure from the 
resolutions of Tuesday. 

I%e invitation contains^ no stipulations 
in relation to attending prayer-meetings^ 
^■c. txnd I am happy it does not. To any 
such stipulations I could never have sub- 
ttfibed. I hope I shaft be anxiously con- 
temed to fulfil ai M times the various 
duties of the pastor^ actording to the abil- 
ity given rke of God j but it must befre^ 
€md not by restraint* Those who have 
confidente enough to-elect me to the pas- 
Mai office, might to have cOnfidchce thcrt I 
Attll aim to discharge its functions. 

As the letter is ainiifcly an ihtitatio^, ycHi 
will hot t^otteter tfhatt^ nothing more specific 
is ttmHtiaiik^A. Let jtoe inform' you Ihat 
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Mr. Brooks, however, has told me that tKo 
deacons propose in relation to salary, to ofiex- 
dg^OO for tlie first year, and J^SOO ever after. 
In this case, on the event of my going to Nei^ 
Road, an opportunity will he afforded ojf 
shewing that money is not my object, as I 
^hall decline four stations which propose to 
exceed that sum. So far it will be pleasing ; 
at the same time I hope it will be kept 
secret by the friends, as it might be a source 
of exultation to the il^rown's Lane people, 
[that was the separation from the New Road, 
where his spiritual father Mr. Lyndall 
preached,] 
c Yours, in haste, 

Anbbew Reed. 

To Mr. F. Barnett. 

Chapel-hotisBf Princes Street j 
Plymouth Dock J 
Saturday, July 20, 1811. 
My Very Dear Friend, 

I will write you a few hasty 
lines this afternoon, x». preference to Mon- 
day, when I might have afforded you a 
greater allotment of time, because I know 
you wijl be in expectation of hearing from 
me. I received your last kind letter. Be 
assured no apology is needed for writing 
often. The neglect of it, on either side, is 
what I hope will reqi^ire it. 

The conduct of the friends has by no 
mjdans nonsuited, me^ nor has it produced 
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'znf unpleasant feelings. My decisioh will 
he the same, and I shall arrive at them at 
Ito earlier period, than I otherwise Jhould 
liave done. But although no alteration will 
be produced in the nature of my answer 
and decisions ; yet I am compelled to change 
tiie modus of it And here lies my difficul- 
ty. It appears to me, from all I can collect, 
that some of the friends suppose a call has 
been senf, and that those who have joined 
in forwarding an invitation for two months 
liow agree to make it a call, or as good as a 
call, to the pastoral office. Now the Jtrst 
class of persons, thinking that I am reply- 
ing to a c&lly and not to an invitation for 
two m juths, will be ready, probably, to con- 
demn that reply as cold and listless ; and 
the second class of persons defining- the invi- 
tation ** as good as a call and meant for it,'* 
will never think of presenting a regular call 
firom the church. Thus you perceive my 
difficulty, and also the impossibility of alter- 
ing or removing it. You will ask then what 
is to be done ? We mUst I think let it rest 
until I come Id London. In the mean time, 
1 shall give an answer probably complying 
with the invitation, only shall hope it will 
not be confounded with a call or substituted 
for one. I must indeed close all other doors, 
but this gives me no tormenting concern. 
** God will provide.^* 

It is perhaps unnecessary forme to give a 
Separate answer to Mr. Walker's last letter. 
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Make my kind regards to him, thank bii 
for his affectionate letter, and tell him thin[ 
had better stand nmo as they are, and that 
feel no sensation but perplexity, in adopt 
ing my reply to the different impressii 
and expectations of the church. I shal 
certainly answer it as simply ah invitatioUfi 
if this should disappoint some, I only b^ 
that he would exonerate nie. Probably oiu 
Monday I shall have fully decided and shalfll 
write officially. Pray give my duty and * 
love to our family and charge my mother t» i 
write more frequently. 

I am, My Dear Friend, 

Yours, most truly, 

Andrew Reep. 

After Mr. Reed had completed his proba^ 
lionary invitation, a regular call was given 
to him ; and in the following November he 
was ordained over the church. 

There was nothing remarkable at bis ordi- 
nation, or previously to it, excepting that he 
^nd I had a deal of trouble in preparing his 
responses to the questions to be put at the 
ordination, the most difficult part, however, 
was with regard to his experience. But in 
his reply to the period and time of his con- 
version, although he had acknowledged to 
all his acquaintances thai it was through Mr. 
Lyndall, and from the following wordSf 
** And the door was shut ;'' yet 7hOV)i hav- 
ing of course, most completely terminated 
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Us friendship with Mr. Lyndall, and not 
wishing to let Mr. Clayton, sen. who took a 
put in the ordination service, and the other 
respectable ministers^ know, that he was 
converted through Mr. LyndalTs preaching, 
he absolutely in the manuscript copy after 
the above words, instead of putting in "by 
Mr. Lyndall,'^ put in " from a sermon 
preached in this place," which caused the 
Rev. John Townsend, boldly and manfully 
to say in the vestry, " Vou ought to acknow- 
ledge the instrument, put Mr. Lyndall's 
name in by all means," which he did in pen- 
eii immediately. If any -person doubts this 
statement, he may have his doubts removed, 
IS the rough copy of Mr. Reed's responses 
in his writing and mine^ from which draft 
he made the copy he read publicly, I shall 
leaFe with the publisher^ which will verify 
my statement. 

A short time after his ordination he began 
to think and talk of matrimony ; or at least he 
begun to talk of getting married » As it re- 
gards love, I never saw him shew any " fever- 
ish anxiety from the familiar touch of wo- 
mauj^^ (as he describes me, delicately truly y 
to manifest, in Vol. i, p. 120) in my life. 
For whatever temptations he may have been 
subject to, such as vanity, pride, selfishness, 
deception, &c. there never was any danger 
of his ** listening to the voice of strange 
women,'' or being taken in their snares ; 
" No Fiction," Vol. i. p.. «50. They were 
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not his ^^ besetting sie/' cor does it requlii 
a personal acquaintance with him to ascen 
tain this fact. His cool and deliberate wojfi^ 
shews that the soft delicacy, the lovely 
riage, the attracting charms of won^^n^ hu^ 
no power to prevent his envenomed .dar 
much less to attract his sympathy ; and th 
in him they have lost the privileged protection 
of their sex : as a specimen let the followin| 
quotation suffice. Speaking of some youog 
lady, who I dare say had been very attentive 
and kind (for I alw^ays found them so, aof 
if others do not, the error must be on theij; 
side) to him, he says, and I would have tb^ 
reader to remark its delicacy as well a|; 
its propriety. " There is but one objec| 
that disconcerts me, and that is their daughr^ 
itr ! She is an only daughter, and a spoiled 
daughter. She thinks herself j»re//y, and, in 
this conceit^ idolizes her sweet person. She 
cannot use her fingers^ lest they shoji^ld 
lose their whiteness^ nor her eye*, lest they- 
should lose their brightness* She will ndt{ 
go out when it is cloudy, lest it should rain^ 
nor when it is sunny, lest she should b| 
tanned. She studies how she shall sit 
down, and how she shall rise again; zxkif 
moreoyer, plagues me with her essences, M 
you know I am of Seneca's opinion, " Thid 
of all smells, 710 smell is the best smelL^'* 
The above quotation, I hope, united with 
my knowledge of the wri|^, ftijly justifies 

• " No Fiction,'* Vol. !• pp. 125--t«7. 
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mt in the boldness of my langu&ge. But* 
j whatever opprobrium it may jsabject me to; 
I Jim determined to be explicit ; for when I 
' Bear a man not only speak against ^* that sex 
I which civilizes ou!^/' but observe that he 
i has gone out of his way for the purposei 
I and, deliberately attempts to hold thegi up 
\xi public ridicule by an exposure of those 
harmless niceties, which the lowness of his 
birth prevented him from seeing, until he 
became a preacher, and thus got introduced 
to "powdered heads'' and elegant females^ 
and professing in a pretended real, (but ac- 
tually fictitious) fetter to me, in confidence 
thus to speak of them, and afterwards throw 
the ontis of its publicity on me, and thu?^ 
through the press making *< a hit at them," 
when it' was a fictitious creation of his own, 
for the Intent of feeding the vanity of the 
^hhie-slocking ladies, ^^ w^o are as indiffe- 
rent to the comforts of the family-circle 
and the family-callsy as they ar6 to the 
nicety and attraction of their dress and per- 
sions, I am justified in making pointed and' 
forcible observations, as a warning to all 
fiitnre religious novelists. 

What I' mean to convey then, when I 
say Mr. Reed talked of marrying, is, that 
he talked of it more as a m^ter of business 
than of Tove. The reader wifl of c()u]^e 
hear in recollection, that this gentleman had 
made tv^a 6fficia! applic^Mions previously. 

One in V&o^^ and the ^Her in'isio* Bd^ 
15 
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ttow as he was settled in a church, the bus^ 
^ « ness became momenitous and important 
I was, of course, cousuUed, and thoae whd 
know the Rev. Matthew Wilks need not be 
informed that it w^* nec^ssar^ he shoull 
also be consulted. 

I yn sorry that Mr. Wilks*s conduct has 
rendered it necessary that his name should 
occur so often ; but I cannot-avoid it in fal« 
^ling my pledge <Uo unfbid the charatiter^' 
of my calumniating biographer, which. I catf 
only do by relating his *' different court- 
s(hips,'' which relation will open the eyes of 
many parents and guardians and make them 
dii the alert, when there is too mnekpry- 
i/ig into the secrets of the f amity by any 
persons connected with otir Aeadetntes. 

It is a lanien table fact, that oor y6ung 
ministers in latter y^ars, aretiot so anxious 
abput the genuine piety and domestic haUti 
of the ladies, as they are particular in m* 
quiring " how much.** This, however, is not 
done by them direct ; but in general is per- 
formed by graver heads, and more unsii^ec* 
ted persons, I do not mean this observation 
to apply to all the dissenting Academies ; I 
am only relating what has come within my 
own observation ; a^d I am bound to say, that 
there is a gentleman of high respectability, 
and, who, no doubt, is actuated by a good 
motive, SO' far as benefitting the students go, 
connected with one Academy, of so pr]r]ng 
aiid. inquisitive a disposition that be is^ by 
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my qfdi&Hneiiony edied ^< The Jt€|;i!rtoii]f 
Officer'' of all the families withia the circunl* 
locution of the AssociatioD to which lie her 
kmgs^ smd who i% I dare say, weU acquainted 
mth what is techoically termed in the Aca* 
demieal language, 'f the disposable property'' 
of evefy family in bis connexion. But 
whether thia '^ weighing,^' tliis inquiry int^ 
" how much," " how many of the family,'^ 
^ what relations^ and grand^K>thers, uncles 
ormaiden aunts," and ^* wbai expectancies," 
Viiited with the hundreds of pther similar 
iaquiriea, does not sayoiit more of this worlds 
than of that l^ingdom which is in heaven, a 
few more years will <mke maniibsu At alt 
wents it evince, that many of the candid 
dates for the Aigiest secU^ in heaven, df^ 
M live on faith only, but. are willing in 
*tbeir passage, to be burdened with a liltle 
rfthis world's dross. ^ . . \ 

Iq the different JQUmie& I *had taken to 
oUiga the Rev. Andrew Reed, twice, if not 
thiee tinaes I had beeu to Reading. Al 
^ place lived a wealthy citizen of the 
i^c of Holmes, who had a dai^ghter who was 
noted for her literary taste. When Mr. 
R^ed had been at New Road a few months^ 
sod had, as before stated, made up his mind 
tog^ settled, he mentioned this lady to me; 
wd from the account he gave of her, I ad-, 
vised him to offer himself to her, which wa& 
^eed oa,- and the determination was to put 
HiatQ exeautioa at once. However, one day^ 
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had heovk hesitftt&ng as it regarded 
to Mi«8 HoiiseB, and Ibe jcaiMte- of. ibif 
flatilUy .be soiki. iii£9r!]ittd iiii^.ai:oiiQ^^ 
cOQTeivation ke liad mth Mr« Wjy[ki^j 
which he ralatvd toi»ei» aM-w^hi^isri 
as XoIkMfra*. .Sjwakiiig ai .Mias 
Mr. WillEa aaid, ^', She want do^. 
her father gire her.? why not iiiwri 
thousand p4m$uls J. ^nA wbal: ia^tW*' 

will baye a.youiij^&inUyt ^i^^ 
•a your jpeople ] ^N^aa^ ,bere> isk 
4i# Peim^/teUl^ she k#s ifot from^^^ 
iAousand p^imd^ .K^.Qti|^.tQ.a#b^J 
No family 1 You wiU have ^enjO^gh 
ii^0», aiM yeu.wUl he iod4ipQ«^«ttl 
peoples and eaii de ^^n.yj^i Uke.Y/r> 
tiie 3uhitaQGtt of 'the cQK)Fei»atioiij 
hetawetn thej|i, aa rekited % 4^« 

9^9 an4 ief Mm de$»gi:d^vii ^ 
la reply le this, I refwejggiilgd.tiQ 
prefereiiee<of a yeuog iadji; te a wid< 
particularly, aanaa(»yiiig a widc|9r,< 
rn^ch older than, himseif, witheui^i 

Eeraoaal ^raj^eofr^ while shetfifa^ 
krge fottttne, tweaU subject^hiia In 
cervatiena of ihe'ehtirel) and thei wn 
would begin . to. qvbeation ;the , poiaty.^ 
motives, whiah pevhaps niight veoi^ 
ubi^uImm atatftive* Besidea pt 
beautiful young h.6^ ( I thought 
wa9^f9r Inevtrhcbi^s&iherfJ I 
%f^ father ift in wealthy mofmaSwui^i 
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ifl pitylMtbl;^ give yem sometftlag' with her, 
** ' eipectations are sufEeient to counter- 
»e**the widow's purse. These argu- 
honestiy and aflfeetionately, yet power* 
'and vehemently pressed by me, Mt. 
' rdated to Mr. Wilks. He was obsti- 
^^J howevef, my reasoning prevai!ed; and" 
nnw now settled that Mr. Iteed should 
WM^ Miss Holmes ; and «s she was under 
it was thought most decorous that the 
riftmld be inclosed to her father. This 
le, and in the cofflfnunication fo him 
Jbted made out a pretty good tale, as 
Mglhled his income, prospects^ arnd pos- 
MM^ tfi which grand aggregate he did 
**^' it to include his IMrary, which I- 
Mr. H. recollect. The tale was 
wefl toldj but Mr. Holmes was an 
f and was not^ as we s)ty in Yerlr^r 
be ca^htwHh chaff. He had, n(» 
i* Mgher views for his' daughter than a 
Ing minister. He returned the letr 
^ forbid the correspondence in ioto. 
it he was of so high an origin. He is 
Idnd of man, and a»to business, he had 
i cheesemonger in Newgate Street ; so, 
»fPM|an]ed rank and origin they were on 
^} yet Seneca, I should think, according 
ftrnt elegant noveUst^a account of him, 
VMld have preferred the crockery to the 
Ifesemonger's shop; as^ of aH smells,' no 
ilfl is the best smell." And I notice tiiis, as 
fl^ thomfat Mr. Holmes assumed too mach 
15* 
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ftjnce I have »wn %i 
appland theit]OiM<sehi 
he thfliight ifwaso 
ter, Mr, Reed mm i 

,' BttODiilwd ktjtbs i 
ifegattre wm (««e4F 

• that h* irarso'Ma 
waB ju^ing fromiR 

■ from obswviag :tbi 
tiaulious cohuitii 
ai^se to MtoBMhim 
ttte same inkaitm- 
pieitiskittg; nor m 
only the flame one ( 
CfisiUe ttiiQ (o writ 
prawioDs of iova tl 
tentii the nost. ad6 
ter hi MilA written 
went.but«rylJttl« 
widow w«a Dearly ^ 
despatched in regult 
This affair howe 
with caution. As 
came acquainted! wit 
he Knewed the in 
Heed was ordered ■ 
whicl] he did, but 
this Mr. Reed was 
Mr. Wilks h^.ttl 
UfitA him ; and '* eh 
holdiog up hi» fiflg 
fieed be]iev«d, «9 l 
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twA -Um aniwer to 
m-lwck Smu-eofif at 
It! {ntlaioMKl tbiM 
dp' ypu call "tliiviA" 

Ml w«y. Cool,'C«K 
Huff!' Why an 9id, 
t'Write.in li)At way Ij 
M j^u must mritBi 
r^ote the eon^ersli-. 
1-00 doubt, whatever; 
contrary, . that Mr.' 
' utke to My it i» 
'.WiUu did writs' 
- it wa«. Alnutst 
^rempt qf »7, bIw 
miuft ai Foiteea, », 
«f'h«tr'8 (at wboae. 
present. t» fnenljoR 
iivfi to thifi eoiif(-. 
site ha« l«ld me,} 
ii hui>t«d down by 
)d> but she did not 
:he shewed her Mts 
was at once a /nr 
.„' admonition tu her, and ttnexcuse- 
'l^^lwprotegt'aun^aXhni made of writing, 
ji|pt4t WM iD'M'> VVjIksVMun/ charatter- 
Xfltit.aiSfi^ '^^^ foilu.wiDg words I dare say 
j^ Ite«q41ect>: "You ar^ a/o«/.-— And a* 
<^ ttmabft » a, hvut qfEurj." Reed 
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d%6i hii ^e&ni ftttaek, fitt aft^ tfaid ad- 
miAnitory 4hd soothitig eirfstle of Mr. Wilks** 
However, now they coutt 'not shake the 
<rid<JW*s forliitedej she Vas neither to be 
fright^ed by Mr. Wflks's appellations^ nor 
soothed by Mr. Rec^'si dicfated^ssumpGon 
of dying tove, overtbhelfhing disappoint- 
m^ty inconsolable }^rou>jOMrnperishable 
anA Mnhtttluble wounds, Nor%vas she to 
be beaten into consent by the powerful arm 
of thb mighty spiritual Sjawinovwon by 
clFthe winning strains of a yotith, who, al- 
though the vanity of a Narcissus united to 
that of Niobe were concentrated in hitn^ 
now approached this weatthy widow with 
the professed ardour of a Ltander. What 
inspiration does not wealth engender / 
In proof of the correctness of my assertions 
•8 it regards her conduct to them ; and to 
shew how early after Mr. Holmes's refusal^ 
these disinterested and overwhelming ten- 
ders of affection were offered at the feet of 
the fvidoWf I quote two passages from two 
letters to me on thie death or my brother, 
which will be published in their proper 
place. In the first of these letters dated 
March 25, 1812, he puts, "K B. Have re^ 
ceired a letter from Mrs. C — •. — ,^ and in. his 
second letter to me, dated April 9, 1812^ in 
answer to my question. Whether it was an 
acceptance or a refusal of his tenders, he 
says, "But to your question, the letter from 
Pelersfidd is only a confirmation of Mt* 
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v^;rtf?e^ as be had' macie me acquainted 
^Mi tbe GootoQ^ of Mrs. Cave's letter to 
Mr* Wilks previous to my leaving Londoft^ 
I eannot i^efrain from again calling the raad« 
er's attention to tbe very laoonic and iQdi& 
term^t maimer in which lie speaks of this 
refiisaL 

As it regards myself, to the cooclusioa ol 
this year I have little to say, excepting that« 
in consequence of Mr. Reed's heisg settle! 
at New Roady it led me into extra expenees 
oa his aceoont, ^ So that • I might unke thQ 
youag people, and as his friend also to keep 
op <my sQate of rei^eetabilky, I subseribea 
tftjw^i^ every thing, coanecied with hit 
ehi^)^ saei^ as tike Sunday-school, the even- 
iiig.4eetare, ^nd for a regular seat in the 
ebapel distinct from the lecture, the Betievo« 
lent Society, the Mbsiohary Society, tb^ 
Book Soeiety, &e. • * ' 

By these Associations aod ctBA^^i^t^^ ^7 
attention was in some measure kept ti> relr* 
gioo ^ at leai^ to its £arms| bat its consola« 
iidns were gone. In my conduct, however^ 
I wa^ very different from what is ralat^ed ia' 
<« No Jiclaon/' from pp. 137— 168, whichi 
brings it up to the death of my broti^r v and 
IS' I shall publish the two letters Mr. Reed* 
wrote t0 me on that occasion, i will leaver 
my readers to judge if the letters bear any. 
affinity either to the account previotisly, or 
i»XheJiciiti&U9^ letter from pp« l76*-«-lSly 
Vol. L 
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Before I relate the facts, I would ji 
notice what an extiraordiftary inventive pow< 
this reverend aetbor possesses ; not only fc 
0teating/aMiie&j but for exactly accomml 
dating them to anawer his own purpose ; ai 
^o carry on hts wonderful fictioo, he inra^ 
riably makes even P^videnee come in taii 
his aid. After having detailed an infamooj 
account (on which I shall say more in thi 
piroper place) of a supper that was ^ven td 
me, my being put to bed drunk, ^. hm 
makes God kill my brother to reclaim me ; 
p% 168^. Now will the reader think it credit 
bk that my brother had %een dtad /b 
teen months previous to this supper? 
own letters compared with tlie real 4oeu^ 
menis which I shall publish, will prove iV^ 

As tny brother's death^akes a eonsplcu^ 
Otis figure in <rNo Fiction/' t shall pas^ 
now to that period. He was my yckingest. 
brQither, and my only relation in Lonlonii 
excepting my brother Robert; his name 
Mras William. There is nothing particular 
relative to him worth noticing. But per^ 
bapsy it may lead to serious reflection in 
QlJierS'Of a similar age to be informed/that 
be was snatched from mortal; hopes, joys 
and e:xpectationSy at the early age ottwentjf'^ 
one, and after an illness of no more than ten 
days; he having, only about at fortnight 
previously met a few friends to celebrate his 
coming of age ! " Be ye* alsoiiready !*' He 
breathed bis soul into the*hands of his Cre»* 
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to the one in 
I March miM^ 
Tf^^biti with • 
ru by my bio*, 
ig relatioiii, in^ 
aiA illneu b% 
tention by my- 



id this metro- 
rpowt by hi» 
admitusterio^ 
ibed mediuQfl^ 
;« strict «tteiis. 
iaa,'0D whoBi^, 
hs-do&ted u a. 
II of be»Teiif 
loi^^r atayr" 
i(v for. hialosst 
coDcciousnew 
IS, «itbei; WM- 
lOfia oould be . 
health. 

ift London for 
^sted by my 
:e)y- means of 
^ther under so 
1. With her, 
on in office, I 
er, a few days 
liam at Seven- 
nse; for (not- 

»ting gent]e- 

r, the Rev. A. Keed states to the cenbwy ) 
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neither htmsetTnor I had kiiy ta&tity^ 
our pjarents after the firsi ymx •r. 
'Hie time we left honief and we ^ven 
some little things that w^ere ai 
agaiast WUIian>9 si> thtt thef sh^ 
Ro addiiiOQal sorrow^ ta that whtek 
occasioned. * '•^' 

While at Eoait^AevDiighl ree^V3ii(i 
fbllowing^^ letters from the Re/ti 
Reedy the dales of whiekjwtit si 
himsetfjhoto true thai; 
is, of my goinp on ** tMf 
Hiy «tay there," to see **%i«rirft Ori 
hot more particularly;*^ (Mbe 
of '' the third aod laft aW^i^^ ^ 
states, -'^that I benf my.iSi^tife^' 
the fiialk which my fHeftfl Dtmj^Ki 
self had so fally etvjoye^.," and wkiel, 
preriously "abided, ^-t iMlow? U 
afiect me painfully */' and wheu, aftc^ 
aotqnishing rhaosodical; SoIilbi^inN 
moment when 1 was in the im^ai 
exclaiming, "0 Doi^las S touid: yot*^ 
see me, how altered ^outd yoU fitid 
iAing toitAout hope^ witAontj&y^ a 
ling — a — yesfr-fi? dntnkard!^^'p» V 
i. ^'I heard a TUstUng among e^ 
behind inc, I turned, and (wfaat^ 
reader did 1 see i n^ot a lamhj not ^ a 
the thickets,f* not a poacher, some of ill 
» jcommon-'senseman wou^|pi|pei3l ; ^01 
these, however, would AUve done for a 
itader, therefore) Dooglaattotd before 
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^175. Ob Ibts astonishingly miracukHtt* 
pr nothing but a miracalous intetpositjoo 
MProvidence could have placed him before 
"^ and the next instant Iwo hundred miles 
and in London) and coincidental account 
iffl pp. 169-^176, I shall have to offer 
SM&e observations in the Review ; and I only 
|0W; in passinsy just request the reader t0 
compare the icalowing real letters with tbQ 
jkiUums extract of one, as given from pp. 
176—181, from which he will form his esti- 
aate of what my conduct at that period was. 
i however, just observe, that for the Jirsf 
fwtnight I was at Koaresborongh, / never 
kft the htmsej and afterwards, till I return* 
fld in the middle of April, scarcely at anyr 
time more than two hours at once. 

Ma. F. BARN£TTy Knaresborongh. 

London^ March 25, ISlJS. 
My Dear Francis, 

Our folks informed me on my 
Ktirn home on Moiiday, that you requested 
A letter from me* I do not offer thi? as 
iKiguing the origin ; although it may have 
M some influence in accelerating the appli- 
tatioQ of pen to paper. ' I hope this will find 
yoa in some measure recovered from fatigue 
of body and that distress of mind to which 
occurrences have necessarily elEposed. You 
^ill perceive what I am now feeling ; that 
Aere is a difficulty attendant on writing 
foa under present circumstances. The barf 
16 






tttebipt of applying a remedy, remiftdt 
that we have a wound, and makes us ** 
alive" to tho0e pains which seemed to Mj 
received mitigation. But as the very 
ral of a letter, at this time, will effeet 
this by your anticipations, may I advise 
not to yield too mueh to the force of 
row. Your sorrows can do no good ; 
may do harm. And is there not every 
son, as .Christians, for resisting their in! 
ence ? Is it not ours always to say, " WIm 
ever is, is right." — " All is well.^' — ^Can 
dictate to Infinite wisdom ? — Ought we 
control asserted sovereignty f — Ought 
to doubt of immutable love i Forgive 
my friend ; I know * with some degree 
indignation you will say,. *^God forbid;" 
I was only referring to the oblique ccni 
quenccs of unbelief 5 an evil very likely 
tyranni2e in the hour of calamity. Youwi 
not think that I am becoming the pa] 
of insensibility. This is not probable whil 
I am daily yielding to too great an indi 
gence of feeling. I fully believe that CI 
tianity increases the sharpness of feeling, ai 
renders humanity itself more humane; 
whilst it does this, it places feeling UBd< 
the direction of the judgment, and hence, 
the time the heart is bleeding beneath soi 
bereavement, the reason submissively sa} 
'< Thy will be done." As antidotes to yoi 
sorrow, may I recommend reading the Word ^ 
attUdy of Divide provideuce ; eomparkon of 
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iipib witii eternity ; and frequent approtdiet 
11^ a throne of grace ? 

You will be as ready to allow, as myself, 
tint such seasons should be fraught with 
p»cticai improvement ; and perhiaps you 
We been much more on the alert than I, 
ia impressing on the mind those praciieeU 
lessoQs which spring from the event. We 
must admit the truth as well as admire the 
beauty of Young's line on a friend's death ; 

*'For us they sicken, and for us they die.'' 

And surely we must tremble^ at their 
diaatfas ociHirring for our benefit, and yet we 
Rmaining unprofited ! O my dear friend^ 
how much I wish that those impressions and 
views I possess at dying beds, would remain 
with me and regulate my conduct and con- 
Venation f What different persons should 
we be f How little the world ! How pre- 
cious the Saviour ! How important eter- 
nity ! How valuable the soul ! How igno^ 
Me our earthly anxieties! How conterap- 
tiUe earthly enjoynjents ! But, alas ! the 
liquid waters do not sooner efface the im- 
passion made by the floating vessel, than 
Ae/iWn/ of these salutary convictions wears' 
away ! But even these* miscarriages I would 
»mvert into a cause of humiliation, and as ar 
reason for supplicating that grace, which isr 
iKlequate to make and preserve all suitable 
impressions. I should be extremely happy 
ia obt^ning a very, very long letter from 
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yoii : perhaps your i^ituation will allow 
time for this ; and you will certainly be 
by comipittiog yoKr feelings to writio^. 
a question in one of mine from Reading cc 
ref^ive your atti^ntion, you would 
me. I do laoost sincerely hope your 
mother will be supported : say all the 
thiiigs you caoy and your feelings will ad^ 
Tell me iufw «be reqeived the shock. 

Yours^io uabroken bondsj. 

Anbrew RsjS] 

N. B. Have received a letter from 



Mu* F. BAm^sTTv Knaresborougb. 

Lon4fm% •^ril % \BU*^ 

My Very Dear Friend, 

I tbank yau fox the eo|>iQus 
you have b^n kind eMugb te forward iQ,i 
and as there are siHne parta of its coal 
to which you request my lu^ice and 
I shall dismiss it paragmph by pi 

I am extremely glad to hear yovr 
viother (of whom you k&ow I aun bm 
bears her sore trial like a Christian ; 
aiQcerely hope it arises from Ghristiao 
cipies* talk to her much on these subj< 
The vanity of the world ai^d the lp< 
iaitity of life should excite us to this. Fi 
give her assurance of my kind esteem ; 
dont forget our quondam friend, Mr* Parr. 

But to your questions. T/ie leiier fr&ml^ 
Pcterafield is anly a confirmation qf Mr. 
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WWt9*s. lam engaged to' go to Keading^ 
lb June, for three or four Sabbaths. Our 
Utogregation, I am happy to say, is as good 
Ivever. Last Sabbath evening I improved 
|te death of Dr. Van der Kemp, and had a 
isrtntded hmise. The Sunday-school ffo§$ 
'm tcfcii ; but we want you sadly. Noik^ 
ing can be heard of your declining office^> 

I believe I may pronounce my healdi 
better : riding is the means. I have a new 
iror^e', and can now dispense with my whip 
)Qd spurs. My Kttle gentleman is gone to 
face Buonaparte. 

Thus I have endeavoured to satisfy all 
ymtr inquiries, although you have declined 
at present to answer mine : I am delighted 
with your reasons for it, as illustrative of 
your principles ; but think they should by no 
meatts create that ftileftce you nowobMrve; 
My dear frie)id, have we the powers of 
eommanication ? On what shoiild 'We> com* 
Biunieate so cheerfully as on spiritual and 
divine subjects. 

Pray write directly, and let us know when 
we are to expect you. lam anximm to gH 
ytm home. I am now skillingleasj bat mash 
a^' by borrowing of Mamma, and while; I 
am so, have an excuserfor getting my 711 aaies 
from the students. Wont trouble you foi? a 
-check. '• . -I 

'^ Your^, most affectionately, t ^ re 
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^ Death y at any lime^ is awfully dist 

but when he strikes his dart at the y< 
and the healthy, it generates, or oughi^ 
generate an inquiry in all, ** Am I pi 
•to meet my God ?*' But however sti 
may view the stroke, when he entersr 
habitation of our friends and relations, I 
and impenetrable as the human heart u 
must make an impression on them $ but 
t^rative influence is in accordance to 
views each individual has of that *^ worM 
' spirits," whither our departed friends 

gonel 

On the death of my brother, a tboiisai 
thoughts rushed into my mind, which gad 
erated gloomy reflections. My soul wii 
overwhelmed with darkness, and s/e^va4\ 
impermovs to any blow, which, under dif 
ferent eireumstances might have had a b(^, 
ficial influence, from a thorough coavictioBj 
that I was reprobated., And iiistead of tQi»^ 
iag my thoughts to the consolations of lel^i 
gion, and the hopes held out in the Gospdr 
they were impiously turned into a re^j 
spective wish that I had died at his edf 
age; as theuy I retoUect s(^yiog to myseli 
no gloomy forbodings penetrated my iniM 
and, fa^ anticipation plunged me into ttm\ 
nal woe. A ^rict regard to truth woafA 
me thus fairly to give the real state of mj 
inind then; and I relate it to shew how 
powerfully nature and religion work on th 
human niind^ even in opposition to the s^ 
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viaitfre sentimento of the Necesftitariau^ 
>i?hkfa I bad been taught. Nor can I coo^ 
' mve that an opposite state of mind ia indi- 
(itive of any thing but insanity ; for surely 
every man must be insane^ who concludi^ 
tiiat eren whilst he is livingi he is shut out 
from all hope of the favour of God, wljen his 
own declarations in his Word, our onljr , 
guide, are so clearly expressive to the con- 
trary. 

Now, that I am restored to my senses^ 
(for how^ long, the great God of beaver and 
earth only knows,) or, more correctly stating 
it, to a proper sense of God, and a more 
scriptural view of his moral government, I 
cannot but look with amazement at the 
iticonsistency of my feelings and views at 
thatperiod ; because, if it could be supposed, 
thit eveiy act of man is ordained as well 
» his state, it is not only ^//y but insanity 
ta repine. Nay, it becomes almost impious, 
as it appears like questioning the wisdom of 
God's arraingements and plans. Therefore a 
npifAng and sorrowful Necessitarian can^ 
i^ be / and the only consistent men are the 
fiitaiiits and stoics. Some of those charao- 
vsn have come under my notice, who live 
iqpr to what they call tneir privileges, and 
evmi pv^tend to draw consolation from their 
mishaps ^nd declensions^ by resolving aU 
hlto the decrees of God/ 'But however some 
•f them mray retain their firmness qfhopCj 
y^^ Ibey h^ve departe4 from the morat 
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law of God, and may be the subjects of joy - 
«veain their fall: yet chequered, gloomy 
and desponding as my life has been, I had > 
leather be subject to increased gloom, than ' 
presumptive speculation ; thinking, as I do^ - 
that a state of penitence, sorrow and depen- 
4atice,^ which generates prayer and circum* 
section, preferable to a state of delusive ' 
hope. In the ears. of some such, I would ^ 
just whisper a verse of Cowper, who, I hav6 ^ 
DO doubt, does not now regret his trials and ^ 
sufferings when on earth. ■ 

** Come— a still Rmall whisper in yonr car, 
\ . Up haf no hope, who never hud a fear ; 
And he that never doubted of hit state, 
He tnatf perhaps-^perl^apsbe ma/ too, late." 

_ < 

Oppressed and bowed down as I was 
almost to the grave, yet I sometimes thought^ 
Why, I am not dead, and perhaps yei the 
Spirit of God may operate upon me* At all 
events I will keep in the path 'Of duty ; and 
if I do not pray, I will at least attend the 
preaching of the Gospel : but then this shall 
be all. . I will not act the hypocrite. I trifl 
give up the Sunday-schools both at Enfield 
Highway, and at Mr. Reed^s at New Road-^ 
where I attended the alternate <S«ifiday» 
when I was, at homeu 

Acting oathe^tatetof my feelings, I Xvrote 
Mr- Keed my intention. of resigning hta^Stin-. 
day -sehool ^ . in reply to which: in iiiiie.pre*^ 
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«^og tetter of tbe 9tb of April, bt Mya^ 
'^ The Sunday-school goes on well ; but toe 
want pQU s^dljf* Nothing can be heard oj^ 
your declining officeJ*^ Yet I should think 
the reader iviil agree with me, that, had my 
conduct been such as described by my bio* 
grapher at the period of my brother^ s deat$ 
and previotislj/ / had I been that dreadfully 
degraded individual he wishes the world to 
thinky jt would have been more proper for 
him to have advised ipe to withdraw from 
the Sunday-school, in which I w^s coq-k 
aected with the young females of his ^hurch^ 
&aa tq have said, when I proposed it froa^ 
the state of my feelings, and not from m j 
conduct^ ^' Nothing cs^n be heard of your 
decHni^g.'^ But although I retained my 
situation in bi^ school, ds secretary, >t his 
parli^iular request,, in which capacity I waf 
Aot. called upon to take any religious part) 
jet in thp following May, I sent ipy resign 
oation to tbp Rev. Mr, Piatt, the kind an4 
in4efatigahle sfi^cretary of the Lpndon Itine*' 
laftt Society^ which it is probable this rev- 
tread, gentleman may recollect, whoso' tes- 
timony WQ^ld confirm the fact,^ although he 
could not. be aware of the cause. To this 
resignation Mr.; Reed did not object, but 
rather urged, as he. thought it would enable 
mej which actually was the case, to devote 
the whole of my Sundays to his school. 

Aa I wish to be as brief as possible, I pass 
Qv^ the remainder of this year, as nothing 
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fortiicdt^ trdrtspited; excepting Ulat M@| 

keed renewed his correspondence ; and, that 
his ** addresses were accepted," not' by Mis* 
Holmes ; but by Mrs* Cave, of Peterstield. 
Page 216, Vol. i. <*No Fiction,'^ closes 
Mr. Reed^s account of us for the year 1812. 
I'he year 1813 opens at the xvi. chap, p.; 
016, and begins by stating, '^ In the ensuing 
spring, Douglas was called to suffer grea^ 
domestic trials.'* That this chapter com- 
mences with the year 1813, he puts beydnd 
dispute, as his minute description of our 
being thrown out of a gig, in May this 
lipring, brings it to demonstra^on, asl I can 
appeal to living witnesses to substantiate my 
statements : — ^to Mr. Gosbell of ChisweU 
Street, whose gig we were in ; to the Rev* 
Mr. White of Southend in Essex ; but who 
then was applying at Petersiield ; to the 
Rev. Matthew Wilks ; and to his father and 
mother, I fearlessly refer, in case my state- 
ment should be disputed, as it regards the 
month and the year. And it is of import- 
ance for me to call the particular altention 
of the reader to this fact, as, according to 
his narration of facts ^ it was only a few 
months after he brought the serious charge 
against me, from Plymouth ; and I am able in 
this instance to bring his narrative t^ some- 
thing like a tangible shape, as he not only 
puts Plymouth in his letter, p. 210, bat also i 
December ; the only instance in whith be 
bas put time and place in bis fietidns^yet 
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hehas leftootlhe year; but in p. did, he 
imesy after we had beea throivn out of the 
gig, " This is the 28ih of May^ That he 
ifUemled the reader should perfectly under- 
stand what he wished himself to be compre- 
hended in this way, is 'more than substan- 
tiaiad by the f<dlowing obs^vation at the 
eio9e of the xv. chap, as will be seen, after 
he had brought the charge, and just before 
we were thrown out of the gig ; ** The hand 
of Proyideaoe was onccmore about to extend 
itself to ea*€permte with Douglas ^ in. exe- 
CQting his benevolent purpose,^' p. fll6, 
wiiieh he put9 in, as a pratndence ca-^yje^ 
fating' mih him to reclaim me. I have 
thos been particular, as Mr. Reed, by refer- 
rii^ so pointedly and unequivoeally to our 
being thnown out of the gig, has enabled me 
X9 Ixring our aarratiices close together ; and 
therefore his real leti^v in this year, must 
be compared with his fictitious onea» and 
with his still more than fictitious narra- 
tive. 

The readers of " No Fiction*' will natu- 
nlly suppose, that " the domestic triaiy'* 
which caused so much " grief," must have 
been a heavy one; but however heavy it 
was, as it regards himself, it appears by his 
own account above, as only secondary in 
the arrangements of Providence ; since from 
the statement, his ^^ benevolent purpose'^ 
was to throw me out of a gig, and endanger 
^Y life, and Providenee wnt uniting witk 
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|mn for &^ pMrlMise. h prmsf ^ent^AI 
the badness and igiii>ran«e of '}m dmin^ 
in which his vanity was iBOneerned, as! 
wanted him, when we <iarled> lo lei mi 
tnke the reins. Sa^ljr this jnannep di 

bringing m PromWdnceto scorer otirfelfi«i|l 
cannot tend to give disMi4tversa very higM 
opinion of tfce judgtnetit of tiie- Dissenting 
ministers who resort to soeh expedlenls^Dii 
does it give any eorrect irieios of the monl 
government of God. The great domestle: 
affliction alluded to, wm the iadHs^sttioii t( 
Mrs. Cave of Petiftrsfbld ! '»• ^ 

I have before stated^ th«l Mn Reed at ^ 
end of the year 1821^, reilewed iiis solieita^r. 
tions to Mrs. Gave^ a»d that they now weie 
aeeepted ; and therefore it wiHttisturaUy be 
supposed that he spent a portion of his tints^ 
at Petersfield. B»t hie attention wasisof^ 
than commonly reqilired^ tB hKer ifriispMi- 
lion assumed rather an aktmring appearanc^ 
at the commencement of 1813; in fact, it 
was the evidence of a liver complaint, which 
had some time been lurking in h^ consti* 
tution, and which ultimately brought her to 
the grave. But however severe the trial 
might be to him, many ^persons thought thai 
it would have been more priidenthadbe sot 
gone there so often^ Indeed too much of 
his time was spent at Pelersfield^ eonsider"" 
ing his more weighty and importanii duM 
as a minister of the Gospel ; Htm ne^ect<)f 
which duties became 90 evident, that serenf 
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"iram'itieoiMr^'tof his cbtireh spoke to me 
it^in absence and neglect of duty. Acadd- 
tlHtted to give him an outline of the obscr- 
«ittioi:i5* I heard mtide on his absence, and 
iBf general to point ^at to him in strong and 
flir^le Ifltlgnage, the danger as well as the 
iiK^w%g9We/'jjr of neglecting his people; and 
Uiyt he might not take any oifence at either 
Mgpeopley or his &ther and mother, I then 
adopted theu: observations, and gave them 
s mjr own, not being a member of hia 
AoFch* Atld aMiough I w^s sufienng a 
nariyrdotn day by day, in consequence of 
te mysterioQS charge be brought i^inst 
Bie, (I then felt no anger towards him tot 
htffging tt^ 2» he so^uHy stated to me, and 
m he has. printed in " No Fiction," " that it 
must bare arisen from mistake^ and wished 
me tabciry it in* oblivion;'* and this he 
repeated in the letter, November, IS 10.) I 
eodd not forget my duty as a friend; and 
w a real friend e?^prfessed my fears and 
apprehensions to him ^s* forcibly as I possi- 
hly eould. And will not the intelligent «ind 
Mdid reader he~ surprised to find; *^ that, at 
ttw very time, when he is representing me, 
m- " No Fiction," p. 224, as having gone 
hefond the ^»a/ temptation ; as having laid 
bold of heH ; and as being so depraved, as 
to have called into aetion the miraculous 
mterferfence of Providence- to unite with 
'him in reehdming me ; ^. 220. I Say again, 
Aa atadid reader surely will be iitrucl^ with 
17 
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itonisbmeDt, and beM to givee?id|VM 
to his report^ and that of his /riefuls,^^ 
I really now am derat^ed^ when I 'm^ 
them at this v^ry timei /absolutely ^vasii 
monitor ; trying every means in my powa 
to call him to a sense of his duty wil 
minister of the Gospel; hiding from^ 
cp;igregatioo the real cause of his abseqeT 
making illness a plea to them ; yet urgi^ 
him to return to his charge^ in the m 
^affectionate, yet the most firm way I coul 
Strange and bold as my assertion is, by t( 
following letter, dated Perter^field^MayJ^ 
1813, it will be sulpstantiated* 

Feter^fieldy May 14, laU. 

My Dear Francis, .A 

I am great^ obliged by yowl 
whic^ I received this mprning^ Its^Ienii 
its sentiments and, its sp^d only give a Be 
illustration of what I have never yet 
induced to quest^w/or a moment; 
attachment for lay L^^tSe^rests .and concero 
my welfare. • » 

It f^ow becomes my duty, and will oci 
sion me;Some degree of pleasure, in at 
ing to regulate those anxieties you ind 
for your friend, or at least affording y* 
that information which the subject will alio 
I can then state that things have not 
going altogther retrograde since I wre^l 
you. To advance on eyidence here, in tb| 
first place, I must ^form you that jsiy kal|h 
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bgready improved withiit these four days. 
I Do\v sleep tolerably^ and have a good de- 
gne of appetite which I regard as a kind 

fvidence, for had I not speedily altered 
the better, I' must have soon been con- 
ked to the house if not to my chamber, 
leeoadly, and perhaps as one principal cause 
ifthe former amendment, my mind ha^ 
Hived at a higher de^x^e of composure. It 
NfiBs to feel more of the influence of reli* 
, and yet, alas, it feels but too little. I 
i?e certainly made some progress in the 
itide o( self-knoufledge. My conflicts have 
nen sharp^ hut I hope they have been salu- 
ky. Thirdly, I hope I have it in my power 
|) state that — — is somewhat better. I 

fak with trembling ; I don^t know what 
say. And yet it is perhaps the feeble 
kpe that, th»e is some improvement, that 
m?e the resignation of which I have just 
Iten vaunting. ' 

' I read the closing purts of yours with 
pat concern. I do thiSy because^ I know 
ihota to regard your advice^ good as it 
Nor must you think lam unaware of 
importance to myself But how can I 
myself away from the object of my 
achments ? Should I, think you, be more 
. py at a distance ? If absolute sorrow were 
fekened, would it not be more than coun- 
atanced by anxious suspense? I will, 
ever, do my best. , What I cannot from 
HnatioHy I must do from necessity. 
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^lext Tharsday I must leave, and hope ti 
sup with you that evening. 

Other duties in the capacity of nur9 
(dpn'f be startled at my novel character, io, 
you must know I left the Rev. A. Ree4 \\ 
London,) now call for my attention. 

With thanks for all your kind offices, ^\ 
begging a continuance, especially just noti? 
in the letter ivay, as it cheers me, by e^ 
ploying my mind,— 

I am, xx\Y dear friend. 

Yours most truly, . . 

\ A^VW&y9 R£ED* ^ 

In a true and real narrsttive, it is nece} 
sary to be minute and particular in the ret^ 
iion of facts, as well as dates; I am there 
fore now necessitated io notice the result d 
the petitions from the office I belonged tc 
alluded to so pointedly in <'No Fiction,' 
and in my " Memoirs'* in 1810. This, tb 
erroneous statements in " No Fiction" Ten 
der necessary. I find from some memora^ 
dums on the very back qf the preceding lei 
ier, that on the very day I received it fro^ 
Petersfield, or the day after, a fayoural 
answer was received to our memorials \ 
I hope the. public will exonerate me fn 
the charge of vanity in the relation of wl 
followed; which, h^t for this fictitii 
writer, would not have been noticed by 
Tl would, however, just call the reader's pj 
ticular notice to what I have slightly alii 
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fd ' to hehre ; the aiftful 'sophistry of tkin 
writer. He states some of the fects, so that 
Jf^rery person could identify me ; and then 
lither throfws back these facts, or puts them 
ibrward, or. unites them and Jills in his fic« 
tions and infamous fabrications to answer his 
own mean, contemptible and base purpose. 
Nor is this language too strong ; he cannot 
have done it from inadvertence ; his motive 
18 known to God, to whom he will have to 
answer at t day, perhaps aot very far dis«> 
tant. 

By the letters printed from himself to 
me, on the death of my brother, it will be 
jKen he died in Marckj 1812. By the fol* 
Wing account it will be seen, it was in 
Jane, 1813, the cup was presented to me.: 
ao^, that the distance between iheae perioiis 
could not have escaped his recollection, is 
evident, from our being thrown out of the 
gig in May, 1S13, which made such an im* 
pression on him, when 1 was going with 
Wm part of the way to Petersfield ; which 
Idid, ^^ at considerable inconvenience to my- 
self," as stated by him : and at more incon* 
Tenience by going the next day to Peters- 
field, (which he has intentionally neglected 
stating,) it being in a moment when my 
aUention was required to a business of con*- 
siderable importance to myself and brother 
officers. But although this business was.o£ 
9L nature that reqiiired my personal presence, 
yet I tvent at the risk of offending my col- 
17* 
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Ifiigim; i9iii^ I^didv' Md wlmb (at w« 
expressed to me by one of the gentlemeiij 
threw a damp on the preseniatioopof thei^ 
until I metered into ftB>ciX{daiiation. Hav^j 
)eiiade these pt^liminary iremarksy 1 noiryra) 
ceed with toy ^eal nart^ivei i' 

' When theliit came down, of an addiiioid 
grant-to several of my brother offieen^'fl 
mBSf<ii dckirse, ^n- truly stated by Dou^j 
^ lamented that it was nai miiversal fM/i 
especially that /did not share the beveit/ 
*< No Fiction/^ p. 162, Vol. i. As manyifd 
my readers are unacquainted wiA the re|^- 
latiofis of pitblic offices, and are i^orant of 
the satisfaetory, peraenal ^^planation which 
I gave "to "this revereiid calumnimterjOt tht 
very tin^f anight conceive^ from bi^ al^ 
ment, that diere ws»i some unfair dlvisiaa 
of the grant, by th^ ^l^eads of office ;^aftii 
particuhrly as this said gentleman, in tfao 
very page where he records this ^^ latnoQla^ 
tion," casts some untmrrcmtable insiMa* 
iions on my superiors, which I have already 
noticed ; I beg leave to inform them, that 
the division of the increase did not rest with 
the heads of office ; nor was it perstmali^^ 
it was given according to the six first tiumberf 
o( the different classes,; by rotation aa^ 
length of service. Nor could any p»t o^ 
it have been given to me, without jftfriB^ 
iiig on the rotation, which rotation ^never 
was violatied in any one instaiioe, tQ ^^ 
office I belonged ta> or attempted to bd i^'' 
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«^oii; wfaidi;faet Is hidii];r.dredi^ 
Idbl&to the lieads of office^ as well as a mair 
JIfat. «£ gveat scktisfaction to the clerks, audi 
Ibeur friendsy as they, may rest satisfied^ that 
after *they have, been fortunate enou^ io 
procuriag an appointmeti^, there is no damp 
f[6r af-aoy one who is appointed afterwards 
fei«9 put 0¥er tiieijr head, notwithstanding 
tte ' iii^erests that jarocured their ^^poiot- . 
'snent may have eeased to exist, and those 
tiiai feUow* them are the most powerful in 
tfaer ^»te« This fact makes . the statemeat 
mA. refleetions of the novelist ridieukMis, or 
fatb^ JkBtfamo^^ for it displays both -iffx^ 
jiaoce and perversity. ^ 

• . To state that I did net feel disappointed 
alsiot participating in the grant, woidd be to 
aeUte an untruth ; but then my sorrow did 
«Qt.ari8e from. a supposition that I had.be^n 
tBJoled by my superiors, as is falsely iosin* 
itated :by this novelist^ in p» l€iS, Vol. i. ; 
but from the smallness of the grant, over 
iMhteh our superiors had no control* This 
writear, and many others of a similar stamp, 
who are actuated, not by the Ane and one- 
rous flyings of uneontaminated human oa« 
tore, but by a spirit of envy andmalevofenc^ 
i^nst all those who are elevated above 
tb^ ; ' represent tbe heads of government 
officii as «e»ileayouring to thwart the peti* 
tiotts of .the subordinate officers;^ and thai 
tile difficulty) to their>|proeuring a>inoro ade* 
^liate reiBUi)eiaiiQ0L;a£ithieir.;serviees i«ats 



L 



wo 

wUh'them:; hxh scteh statements derife thetir 
origin from ignorance ^nd ill Will. At least 
HI tbe public office I belonged to, we eneou'i>- 
ioi^d no obstacles ; but on the contrary, nnre 
SBet with sympathy and aid: and when a 
ffieetii^ w^s called after we received the 
^ ARj^wer referred to, to propose a vote of 
jtbanks to the heads 6{ office for their kind 
attention ; at this very meeting, about the 
V7th or ISth of May, so sensible weile we of 
their feeling for our distresses, resolutions 
Were. then proposed and carried, that another 
memorial should be prepared forthwith; i^la* 
tive to the h^ad^^ of the department giving 
tip some of their emoluments, to a certaiii 
portion of *the moie junior part of the estab- 
iiishment. And I record it as an instance 
of unparallelied disinterestedness, and to 
sb^w how different the character of these 
gentlemen was, to what this mercenal*y writer 
has represented^ that; although these resoiu*- 
iions, and the solicitation drawn from them 
to the heads of office now^ were not for-^n 
increase from government ; but absolutely 
for them to give up a portion of their emol^ 
uments, which were derived neither ^ from 
goverament, nor from perquisites connected 
with government, but from employing a caji* 
ital at their own risk in business, in which 
any one can embark r. yet our representation, 
although of so novel a nature, so far from . 
being treated with * ii^differcnce^ ^ wa^ takerf 
i&t9 serious coosideratioo itnxneidMitely^aiili 
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a plan was proposed by them^lvts^ mk 
came into operation before I left, thereby 
emoluments ivhich previously wepeoonfined 
to six, will, ID the course of a few years extend 
to between thirty anc} forty. An account of 
this voluntary and liberal surrender of a 
portion of their emoluments, was laid before 
JParliament last year; and this noble and 
generous trait, this ancient virtue in modern 
times, will be handed down to posterity, )br 
ages beyond the life of the Rev. Andrew 
Keed and his Fiction^ yet ** his works wiH 
follow him.'^ This the Rev. Andrew Reed 
knew, that we were all particalarly wanted 
in this business, as there necessarily requir- 
ed some strong arguments, and powerful 
appeals to induce a class of men to give i»p 
a part of their income to those who had no 
claim except that of brotherhood, and being 
in the same office; which, however, after a 
time was accomplished. In corroboration 
of this aecount I just insert a letter from one 
of my brother officei^s, who wrote to me at 
Petersfield, in reply to one I sent him, when 
I was obliged to employ the pen of the Rev. 
Mr. White. 

» 

{tXTKACt.) 

MaT/y 1813. 
Dear Barnett, 

I am sorry to find by the letter 
I received this morning, that the effects af 



your accident are so bad as to disable yoik 
from writing. I was indeed afraid th^t yoiE 
were not aware of the extent of tJie miscli leF 
when I saw you. I' would advise you to 
remain quiet where you are for some days, 
if you can have the benefit of good advice and 
nursing, which are particularly necessarj'- if 
you feel any internal bruises ; although you 
are much wanted here to assist in a business 
which I think will require not a little address 
and perseverance. You will therefore get 
back as soon as you cftft with safety. Your 
colleagues went up to-day. Many atixi6\i«. 
inquiries have been made after yon.* ' 

• Andrew Reed, this letter you saw wlieii at Pelers- 
Md^ and jou knew all that it referred to, and ^pftktt 
highly of the diuDterestedness of my brother officers* 
How durst you then, as a frcfttted minuter of the Gro** 
pel^ write of them in the way yoo have done ? Let me 
give you a word of advice. You have got/ottr htin^ 
dred a year stated salary at New Road. You have got 
an estate at Epsom which you bought of your friend 
Andrew Burt. ' You have |;ot a kovtse^ gcrdtn^ and a 
laton which you convert mt6a bowling-green and shrub^ 
berify at Cheshunt (which you told me yourself you 
bad purchased,)^/ /or any country squire^ and which^ 
at you informed me, was let for ten pounds a nionth, pre- 
viously to your purchasing it. What money you have 
got in the funds and otherwise, besides additional proa- 
pects, I know not^ and care not ; but let me just refer 
you to this conduct of my brother officers, whom yon 
have infamously and shamefully traduced^ and now 
call your attention to your brother labourers in the 
ministry, many of whom, by an account in the Evan- 
geHcai Magasine, have wKh families only £$0, £50, 
and £A0 per aonum. Leairn generosity and goodness 
from the example of those you have traduced and wh4 
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r %7u^ce C0!nq»els met qow. to notiee the part 
pursued towards me ty my bi*other officers } 
md tbi^ i^ tendered necessary, as this reven 
reod gentlem»Q, to set off and sell his wonf 
drov^i tale, has given a partly real and ai^ 
infamously fictitious aecount of tbem^ a$ 
the r«al statement wil}. shew. 

Shortly after oqr general meeting to re- 
turn thanks for the attention and aid we had 
received from our superior officers, and 
whea the resolutions alluded to were propos-t 
ed^ I waf informed, that there was a meet-? 
iag of those, (which did not exceed eigh- 
teen) who had derived; ^benefit from the graat^ 
to propose some mark of testimony to me* 
The Chairman informed me of the result of. 
this meeting, and that I was to hold myself 
in readiness to jneet them, at a supper^ wl^eu 
a token of respect would be presentee) to 
me. Reed returned from Petersfield a fe^t 
days after he wrote the preceding letter ,.and 
in the vei^ week after the meeting relative 
to myself Look place. On his retjurn, he 
toid oie he would remain two Sabbaths ^ 
which would satisfy his peoplcy aqd then 
go down again to Pete|*sfield, ^<I Siftitrt nights 
Not^withstanding the . eogagejiE^ents referred 
to in the forementioned let^ter, which w§re* of 
importance to us at that period r ^^ notwithv 

never injared joa. 'Gi?e what it costs you weekljr fov 
po0t*chaise to and from Cbethont, and that wonid crieeir 
the hearts e^ wtwral of jour brother misielto^, «iid 

tbftir f amiliet i i., .. 
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landing I had cc^lTMiianicale^ «<^ hiM tii4, 
tery handsome testicoMkl mf ^Mrather aA4 
eeps were about to {yft^seat to tnej and thor 
neeessiiy of my i>ot b^ng o«rt ol the way/ 
yet he pressed me. to aceetnpany Hihi toF 
Petersfield. The rea^n of ht$ ihm pressingf^ 
me, was not that I might have a pleasaiit 
j<iunt with himi^ and recruit my h^th/ovr 
that when I got there I was to go te Mrs. 
CaveV; no, but quHe the*eontrary ; 'it aroseu 
entirely from selfishness,' as the foHowinj^ 
true Btatement will sliew, whteh I>eallupoQ 
him to €ontradici itt he ^ean, - Sensible that: 
ah appeal to my assisbinoe would be availa-* 
liief he tfirew off sdttie ctf his real abstraction 
and secrecy y but only so far, as to • insure 
my complyinfi^ with his then unreasonable 
veqiiest; nor is this language either ineoi^ 
recJ>or too strongs for what he mtfkes his^ 
i(;titiotts Wallis say of htm: in p. Hi, Vol. 
i. is so true a descl-iption of hintself, that 
spirery j^erson*, even 'his friends and enemies 
will unite in giving him eredit for havio^ in 
|his instance, drawn bis own portrait yizsV^. 
** I suppose! have to Uame Mr. Douglas *for 
rc^bing me- of a 'friehd. He is a cHAvIrr 
felhwj he knmvs hmt^ to hold a friend^ ctnd 
he^sa Ittck^ /ellotfi to meet wtth such d 
friend as foud^^ 

On his return, after the preceding letter^ 
he inforn^ed me Mrs. Cave wa/? pp\. so bad 
as soBie persons supposed ; .mL he thought 
si change of air, and a little exercise -wohM 
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; ter marry her iti a ftfvr aidiith^. And, when 
[ BitrriiBdy be intendkfd to htep his horse atvA 
g;^, «nd live^a km' iitHies out 0f town, it be-* 
iag it«t ofilj more pieftsaift ; bot would pre^ 
nst tiK» ciiNs and vimtB ttf his people ; ho 
AmM liho tx>^try if his geMfng, <* a spirit^ 
fl creature,^ as ho calld him would run in 
r^g ; if so, he would borrow a chaise, and 
Mire Mm down to Peftersfldd, and tako 
Bfrs. G. dboot the eoootry for «i fertnrght; 
His dyeittf howo?ferj Was to be ktpt stcrtt* 
Yet he said he d%4 not fike to drive his horse 
down at a risk, and shouM, before he startl- 
ed, like to have him tried. Mr. Cason's 
man, at whose stable Mr.Reed'b horse stood 
in iny mtmB, (for a purpose whi<ih I after« 
wa^ds found out, 'but whieh I shall not men-'' 
tfon, as the relatwn- wotild be injuriofts W 
dksenthtg ministers in the event of an-- 
other wary and whieh- relation would shew 
Mr. Reed had not attended to the command 
of his Lord and Master^ Matt. xxii. 21; 
^* Mender therefore unto Cmsar the thdngi 
which are Csesur^s,*'J all the titne he lived 
alOhiswell Street, aOd myself tried him in 
a break, and we found that he would go in a 
gig, but would require si good deal of manage^ 
ment and caution. Of this I informed Mr. 
Reed, t^nd stated to him the impropriety of 
driving Mrs. Ca^e out wilii a horse like himi 
til the dangir0u$ eteti^ she was^ in, when 
ha infer nted nae she was not timorous^ nor 
18 



«a ill M to be^MMMwta 
Whea he found. tk>i>ti 
^ettjr qiuetiy, WJMMt 
GMbe)lof.CfawweUSta< 
to pay w-nnieh ptr w 
tUat as hk borw-had 
day, be waa iiea^liof ^ 
wi(^ Mm by-faiBueir> 
obliged to iD», if- 1 ei 
Knce*&r a ulay opi4« 
about lialf way, if aoC 
field I • is ■ vth«ch 'diataw 
to sea how l»e want, h 
to tnisti the wei^ty {bt 
wd infirm widqw behi 
AIttunig;b 1 oould noi 
way, that I mifi^ ev'ta 
allay his feare, I procur 
officers (all of whom, n 
viAUsly and after warda. 
oblige Die) to oodeita 
of my superiors, the 
agreeing to go with > 
Cobhami and return tl 
25th of May, 1&I3^ (J 
25th, at least it waa wi 
it) we had the borss-ai 
to Fore Street, about 
morning. Bef<H% we | 
to let me drive, i«B t t 
gerous for a good iirivt 
streets wjlji a strangvc 
objected : to . t^r 1 f)s ^ 



tfcelUmi drt^er^ (he i« ceneetted in ewetf 

4iBg) and saM be could driire fts well is mt 

w bfkter^ and. that besides, he wanted fe 

prmeiise drimng now. When he got in I 

tpld Um to be carefti^ and hoM the reins so 

iSBOt to give the horse play ; bcrt he unfor- 

IwiititeJy fei^t my advice, or rather did not 

Itoed it. In toming the corner of Wood Street 

ha gftve the horse a slack rein, and ^' the 

anackiii^'' of some "ivhtp" (I do notknoir 

vheiher itvwB'a ** earmanV^ or* not) as 

itlrtedby him, set the horse off, so that, it 

I was impossiUe from the Tpofww he had got 

its hold faim in« The account of this dis- 

tstroas accident from pp^ 1^17, S18, Vol. k 

ia^e^betMittaUy cerreet, (^eepting a Uitle 

nrar about Mr, Jiu»$elli wfiich it is fifropeir 

1 dtntuld ji»t- set right before I proceed. 

Mr. Reed stales^ p. 919, ** Mr. Russell 

etme ialo the room. Ah f ' my dear James <! 

tMkkkg Ihs hand, Well! Crod moves in i. 

laysterious way-judgment and mercy-^ 

wtlet us ackniMvledge them on our knees. 

•Tkey knell round the bed, and the venera- 

ife man offweA up -suitable thanksgiving 

ttd.]^»yer to the gi^at Preserver.** This, 

i IbelieTe, is nearly true; but will the rea(- 

\ 4er brieve, (fiat the person who said this, 

I and oflbred up this prayer, was not his 

faUktry but the Rev4 Matthew Witks, sen, 

^ the TMe^naele ? (but perhaps he will 

mj be means Mr. Russell for Mr. Wilks) 

and a very good pray w the old -gentlexhah 
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this asd oth*r 
tae, « real, goi; 
Chiiwell Stmt 
the Difsentin)! 
£wex, but wh 
chapel at Petei 
Keed's wound 
mine at ths Q 
wo stopped at 
I again fearless 
iX regards the 
statement of t 
which, in the 
will be found i 
}>ared with hU 



am 
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% Jbtirteen TKmnfls which I borrowed of 
\m at the (tealk of my brother William , in 
Ihceh 18l2y thaJL I might not trouble my 
mUbariov kny moiiey ; and which I repaid 
Urn o« the I44b of April, on my return, 
•wken X veteived my quarterns salary. Gratis- 
Me and tfaaoksi however, have undergone 
Acainplate revolution since the mighty birth 
•fike Rev* Andrew Reed } and 

Ingratitude, a aiarble-hcarted fiend 
IVlore horrible than a sea monster, 

« fi&presied by Shakspeare, has been ravage 
Hig the poMsefiil and generous bosoms of un*- 
iMpaiatiBg oian. It • ought as another m«- 
Mn^ of Mr. Reed's gratitude to be related 
Ittre^ that, when the accident happened, h% 
ivaataiwo into a gentleman's warehouse in 
Wfliod BtiHMt, Mras treated by him with every 
nark of kindness .and attention, and that 
aftefwarcMi^ this gentleman sent frequently 
to our bouse to inquire after his health, for 
4thieb kindness and attention, Mr. Gosbell 
toU me, in December last, this gentleman 
Wl stated in company only a few days be^ 
Are, that Mr. Reed has never returned him 
4?eQ the civility of thanks to the present 
4ay. 

The week after I returned from Petcrd* 
Md, I was invited in form to the supper 
tUuded to in >^ No Fiction," on the foHow- 
iftg Saturday eveniog. As I had of course 
^ oontrolf voieo or choice io the sclectioit 
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igf the «¥tttt«g, I'OMid ttot'd^sct to tM 
itigbt ; however, I delsimaed on lea^iij 
by half past eleven o'cleck, to which re^ 
Jution I strictly a^iesed* As Mr;- Reed- hi 
giv«a so fabe and aojtist aciodttnl of tiM mf 
per^ an aeccmet so iafanteosfy -untrue, as i 
l>kce him in a light the mostdegrading in tlM 
4eyes of every eandid and lib^«d mftii, fviH 
has become aequaiiited .with tliev £iets, evef 
in the eyes of his own friends, who scarc^ 
can believe him to have acted so base a part| 
in justice to myself and others, I am boumi 
ip contradict it. The truth of those facfil 
4!^biGh I shall relate, I can sob^antiate bf 
forty witnesses, and by. his own fiither aed 
mother, as«well as others of my omra fwkemi^ 
which I will certainly 4do, af his- ceodinl 
compels me to gointo aceurt of jiasticeli 
call him to account feur this and aaere griev- 
ous and dangerous libelsf 

In the mean time I most sincere]^ request 
end entre^it some such Disseating ministam 
as the Rev. Messns. Claytons, Burder^ CoU^ 
^er, Cox, Cloutt, &c. to call upon Mr« Hteed 
in writing to say whether the aecount girei 
by him of this supper^ and the reflee^nsea 
jny brother oflScers from pp, 163—166, Voh 
i. " No Fiction,^' is not completely afabri* 
.^cUioUj excepting that part which re&rs to 
the presentation of the cup, &c. (which he 
ealls a medal ;) and if my following aeeouiit 
is not correct I thus af^al to these reve- 
jtend gentlemen^ not on my owp pe^whol 
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ttotj ^it M It r^Mb reliff&m^ 'Mtd ptt» 

M*ly the in Jiy ion of the Dissenters ; ihik 

kof <*.No Fietkm" having donfe im^ 

Else harm to the character of the really 
Bs mim^ers of tf>at order ; for since it 
hemn aseerCMiiedthat << No Fiction^' WM 
ilrilie» bjr a Dissenting minister, and h^M 
fctn ^anctiosied by the great body of thft 
jMoie deaoroinalion> those geotlemeft whd 
iayited ifte to the supper^ and their con- 
i^ions^ who had been held- up so impro^ 
fioAy ta public ridieule, have not been spar- 
ing in iheir obsetrations on a mtoMter^ who 
teuld. traduce them in a pretended religioUST 
Ipork^ and on those who could sanction such 
iihiieationa^ nor can it be expected that they 
mim ke n^ery mild in their remarks, to which 
&ey have been goaded by insult and injury* 
•mile mtkibg this appeal, I beg leave to 
iaform any of the reverend gentiemea whom 
Ikftve Ipheathe liberty of naming^ or any 
afther reverend gentleman whom I have nol 
imeil, that I. am ready, and wilt with plea*- 
ane at their reqoeat, any time wait upon 
ihem jieiBonally, and shew all the original 
daattmenis, and anawer any qoestions which 
tbey mity be pleased to put, as it regards 
ikia or any ihing else in " No Fiction ;*^ 
and 'that I am ready to meet the Rev. An- 
4tew Reed before the whole or any part of 
die Diaaopttng ministers in Lcmdon, at any 
lUne :witb my dotuments^ and in vindica- 
lion of my statements, and will not ask the 
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Jbvourof being permitted to have one frien 
to accompany me ; being satisfied that I sha 
find one in everj generous and eandid ges 
tleman present. 

At half past nine o'clock 9bmt foHf-fcm 
of my brother officers sat. down to suppei? 
after supper the following resolotions, whiai 
had passed at a previous meeting, were pre 
sented to me. 

At a meeting of the clerks ' d« 

riving immediate nelief by the arrange 
meat of salaries^ May> 1813. 



Esq. in the Chair. 



Resolved, ' 

That this meeting in grateful ree^Hecttm 
of the indefatigable exertions of Mr. Francis 
Barnetty in preparing the .sevteral memorials 
to the — — _, since November^ 181M 
praying for increase of salary, mindfttl lof 
of bis persevering endoavours and appeal 
by which he has baen the naeans of un 
and energizing his brother officers, do 
bim.our sincere thanks. And although 
cannot attempt to remunerate |4r, Frane 
Barnett for those exertions, we should n 
do justice to our feelings in su&ring t 
present (^pc^tonity taeseape^ without pr< 
•senting him with some lasting. testimony 
our gratitude* 
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Resolved, 

That a silver cup, value twenty-five 
gttiQeas, be presented to Mr. Francis Bar** 
wAi, mod that he be invited to partake of a 
itj^^r mth the ^ntlemen composing thitf 
mst&^y when it AM be presented. 

Then follow the names^ and the cup with 
the fbllowiag ioscFiption : 

'< As a testioKMiy of the high opinion en- 
tertained by hie brother officers of the con- 
duct of Mr. Francis Baraett, during a course. 
of continued and indefatigable exertion for 
tbeir welfare, and as a memorial of their 
grateful esteem ; this Cup was presented by 
those who benefitted by his zeal in their be** 

* » • 

This valuable- present was accompanied 
with an appropriate speech from the gen« 
tkmao who had been in the chair when the 
Kfoltttions had been passed, and who of 
eoarse now took the chair at the supper, but 
whom I believe Mr. Reed never saw. He 
is equal to. Mr. Reed in talent, superior to 
bim in integrity and generosity, and strictly 
nioral aad regular in his deportment It is 
ta this gentlenian, wIkmc name to Mr. Reed 
isuaknown, and who is still in the office, 
that the reverend- novelist has applied and 
fixed the infamous character of WalliSi which 
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obaracter m M0 is m mack a /i$imm^ 
IS his aeeouni of the supper. \ 

. This pMieitt I'caimdered the more Fal« 
dUe, Itt-it ^as «mi> aet ^rf^kitilerefitedlNMe^rf 
Ihe pari of(:np|r b^tlKftr efi^rs, hfttta^ -il 
liiiicQltiaB t»eoat»rtd wHh t»o«r «(ip«rkii|| 
tnd it wM>«me gUsteiiil toBie^ «8 M ^^^ 
from a apottUneous feeUag, and wheo m 
fiM^lhef semoe* fiom me- was antidpatedi 
whkh readers th& teatimoii^F more hODOtfli 
viM and noble t» tkemaehFes* Had the)^ 
howirmf beei of a ^iiilftf' dispositieQ Ml 
Iheir iPvremMiA 'trtikieer) -timy tKHikl havit 
p m tknU nd *tiV^ ^p* agiieMra^«aBd preaeoted^ai 
wilh**a. hare kilero^ 'lhai>k«. lUb oife cml 
draivi^ up^sueh- a lehen beCtentkaR htmMll 
!9«it I muck dioubt if heeler ^v*e agfBWtdl 
away^in hie ]ifc ^m apatReiplf of^ifeili&vM 
lence, though it eannot be denied that hkfi mm 
has been registored in aeyeral pubUc charities. 
. The spe«sh and the'preienCatiiany wttli my 
reply y occupwd a eonsiflMftbie popttoa-^ 
eiiv tinie> tin I beiiere eleven o'eloek ; se^lM 
in* the m^tr^nk I d» Hot think more'tivan tw<| 
glasaes'of maeedoh werodriMik. AAertMs;! 
believe I%took tiiw> glasses «ore5 oqo of wbidli 
hein^ mixed with wader'; and left at fei<)d*i^ 
or half past eleven o^clfMsk,' «nd weim h«ai)» ^ 
ehiswell Stveet, Ai> own fathers M<r. Bh»*^ 
^L bpoded the doer to aae o^ a fftarter M 
Jot^e iumbfe 4i^clmkj when I sat and ehattedi 
with him for soane time, during which , he pai^ 
tKultoly- obaervedAo mey that i had^ene i^^ 
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fHStt td )^ awty 9cr soon on-tueh ^ ceem^ 
Next tnomiBf^, being Sonday^ I was 

two hourer before the Rev. Andrew Reed^. 

'eh I\3peneia' readings aatil I 'could go 

my baek Ibcmf, id whioh he riept^ t» 

and befarerwhieh, I didnotiike to di»^ 

hiat^'fls housed /Acmto be ae fond of iwa 

J not goin^ down'fer the.laat twa yeara 

was at Chiswi§H Stfeet, to family worw. 
{I^'with bis parents, excepting oe^ionally 
Mm a& engagement ealled iuin vtp earttcr 
pn mm\. Aftw fafeak&st I waUoed with 
Hitt to his chapel, went^and dideked,te#apre^ 
Hty, (for I then was secretary to his Soa^: 
^^sdioo),) the attendance of his Stioday* 
iibol teachers ; theni attendedhis preaching 
■T'^fiie «hapei'; -afterwards dined with «ny 
IHeal Mr. Bridgman of New Road, a few* 
Mis off his chapel^ and returned to his> 
itettoon servicfe^ and after tea attended the 
^letting service. - In walking to the chapel' 
heeollect Mr, Reed saying to-me^ *^ I won^ 
itf you did not iring the cup home un4h 

el." fleorce the public will see, that so 
'from my being so ieasily drunk as he' 
Ihfeesy ^< pot to bed in a strange jdate,'' &c. 
iak I absolutely did net drink more than: 
bor or fire glasses of wine ; and that his 
bwq father opened the door to me, and that. 
Idept at heme and walked with this traduc« 
eg novelist to his own chapel 'the following 
eoming ; nor did my brother ofiScers press 
Ae to drink, as I then was orderad to be 
19 



TOiy abslebnimsy it being. otAy. 9ibm^ t 

Bight aiitrr I bad been thr&wn aul.of^lbe 

^^d the ieasli <l^an(2tre from i^i letnppf&raioi 

Wjould . haVe caused iadamialaftfton. : I 

miy refer mitiifitwscif the 4^0^^' btit.tji 

peadeis «f ^^ JNe ^Fiefion^^ iot gecferitl^ U» PfM 

appIioatioB io jtfue tevef end ^ittiqipan hmi 

seM^^ OEihia fath^ or.oiotbery a^it iregards ii^l 

aeoonnt and:iniiie«; Some oii^mi per^ 

hfive usl»iidse]ti lio: pnblieiiitiiatigMi 

WiOQld.tkN^ dike U> ImjfQ^imm h^lAwj^s^, 

justly mmd s& orUfiUy .to.publk scorosf^^^ 

Fevereid. I^iitkrinan bae^d^^oi^.wHb my } 

ther^officeFa ?. itl^et Uiis plain .sta^e^^t)^^ 

oofspoiaed: with Mr,. B«ed^s jaiscoiitil ^i ' 

siippiscin^^No FiolkxHyVaiid: ^ t§»if^\ 

he at:BO loss to dra^ hbiowriro^qlp^i^lif 

ttie author fix>imt6^ and esJd)^^^$£te^i%f/#M 

and moiie lasting nmnumen^ .^ Aift^M 

'1 pai&irom.thie aupper^ atudprt^ceediftfl^l 

history and (connexion with Mt. Reedafi 

we were tbrowii: out of the gig m, M^y$ ^^^ 

The author saya^ in aliuiion to^tny oonfii 

meat arising' from this aocident^ ^^ My beM 

thoughts as if mcQftrag4d by th^pre^en^ 

J)ougias end^a¥oui^ed to as^rjt their rigbUi 

ieind'addsy ^^as I roeovered to\my ^ofA^ 

ments I withdrew froni him,'^ and that,^^ iM 

rbm^ins of this year, bear no fayouyNble jbM 

titnoay to the career of I.efevre. ^]1 him 

\yorldly complianoes were perseve^ iiM 

and opened ike way ta^h^sofa leisft^tt^ 

tianablc ch9kV9iAU&rJ^ Yt)!, i^ p, 220 1 %oiii 



«w >* 



MS 

tbttto the end of the chapter I. suppose 
08 for an fteeount'df me to thd. con- 
ion of ibit year. Now instead of un4h* 
Ing from his preieneey Doughs con*- 
oecttpying my room from thftt time 
October, 1814; and in cohsequence of 
Cave, and ber remoral so near London, 
spent a great deal more time* together 
previoutly, and from his spending a 
portion of it with her, hfa'^niind was 
from elose^tbifiking and study, aoA 
4U effect* of which versatiUty were evip 
by his barresiiess in the pulpit As 
•yesor, aecording^tohis fictitious abcouot^ 
the eliomx'crf my d%pramiy ; at' least, as 
t=ou^*^ step by ittf?^ from one degree 
Tity to toother, until \' not only 
faoM on hell,'^ but even went beyond 
eeordxng.to his.aeeount, ^^no tempta-^ 
k^Jinat,^^ pp. 20:»~!»S4, at^ asjheiias 
mb^ drawn the. pieture as to make 
lynx^td in deteeiing. the f(miti of 
inisters^^ of the Gospel, p. .d^> <ahd 
iieaV withal, so that the ministers of 
firospelmight be terri^d from approach-* 
40 horrible a monster, in esse they should 
to ask me any questions ; alt of wbomy 
Imdws, I highly respeM and retere, (ex- 
sueh ttovel-writers as the Re^. Andrew 
; and others, of 'the same stamp, who 
bve done more harm to the cause of reli-^ 
i^^than twenty pious men can do good.) 
%A they^ as well as the public may form a 
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proper estimate of ^tjusfite ottMt t^M 
s^er Lejkvte, and that they may know wh 
ivere Ms as^oeiateB and compcmiOfUfy aiii 
how he was employed durfeg' this awfii 
year, I shall give a real detailed accounts 
the remainder of it, and print some e 
Mr. Reed^s letters in corroboration of w 
statement. 

I am induced to give a more detailed le 
count of the real transactions of this ytm 
In his ^^fuU justifitation*^ which he' he 
pledged himself to the public to produce, IM 
cannot, by any artful sojpkiatry get awaj 
from this time, unless he exa prove ihc^€ 
was ndtin May^ 1813, we weni thrown 
out of the^ig« And I trust the poMic wil 
see that laih necessitated thus to act, n* 
fronds a^spirit of recHmination, but to sh^^ 
that I ihust have been the very n^^sgmxifYetc 
what he has described me ; at least, i£ j 
fCJte no/, how can ht justify himself Uxi 
making Ma, while such a character, hisrcon 
fident and inseparable companion and friendi 
in which capacity I became acquainted wkl 
facts concerning him, which I even now 
(notwithstanding his infamous threateniiij 
letter to me, when I only called upon bia 
through Messrs. Teape and Sheffield, io ret 
tify the falsities he had stated of 'me,) tSFdily 
though necessarily, irijustificationof m^sdU 
j)roceed in relating. 

In the first place then, as to my €ompan. 
Iter this accident : they were thie ReM 
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Mfttthew Wilks; ind the ReV. Andrew Reed. 

As to my leisure hours, the greatest portioi 

. were spent with the latter geatlemau, some- 

tiiiies in reading) and occasionally on hisbasi- 

iiess and for his benefit ; in corroboration of 

j^hft^ii fact, and of my following statement^ 

I hk letters are collateral testimony. 

Shortly after our being thrown out pf the 

^gig, Mrs. Cage's disease assumed a mor^ 

alarming feature^ insomuch that it wat 

.Ibought adFisable slie should be removed to 

-Ihe neighbourhoobd of the metropolis; t^ . 

UiMre the benefit of the medical gentlemein 

UB London. In her removal there wai» ii 

Igieat deal o^ caution exercised, not as it re^ 

'filled the mo€ife of conveyance ; butre^pec1>- 

^iag the place to which she was to be eoh«- 

yeyed ; and this was so well and so secretly 

maoaged, (for Douglas^ as he says of him^ 

self, p. lllf^^ is a crafty fellow ^^^ and what 

mast he have been with Uie experience and 

tid of the ReT. Matthew Wilks, who is 

ter^nedy very harshly, by way of reproach, 

liMi <* old fox i^^ ) that none of her friends, 

»(io not Mrs. West of No. 63, White-chapel 

^Ibad, though they were like sisters^ 3'et re- 

-eeived letters from her, without any address. 

Tbey were put into a twopenny post^ffice 

ia London, so that she might no/ be able, by 

the post^mark to trace the place of her 

abode ! to whom I free>ly refer j although I 

have not spokeni to \\&r these eight ^fears, for 

te truHk ^f.my assertion I) excepting the 



Her. Mifl^ew WUU, a Met. Ma^er* 

liimself knew of her abode ;• save attd ei 

Ayaelf;^ which was rendcffed ueeemmty^ 

me to know, as every letter from Pi 

^ts directed to me, aod hefs were .dij 

by me to her, so that her friends na^ 

suppose that she was tarrj^mg an m 

^hip .with a raverend geAtlemaa, while 

hiink of the grave ; and who w«ie, •£ 

•oxioQs about the disposal qf her 

, The placejn wbieh she wa»4eposi< 

.helieve, in alBctitiious name, (I ivondar; 

w«s Nurse Orahtwt 1 } was a amall 

house, beyond the Bird Cage, Stamfonl 

and so cautiously did he weigh everjFi 

that when he put the hone u^ s^i4^: 

Cage-, it stood in the n«me ^i Frdncmi^ 

neti. He told me^ no person, on la< 

should trace him. Even his own 

and mother were kept in igooc^eej 

the following circumslantfe^ ' Chte 

Rev. Matthew Wilks drove a b$tfy' 

our house in Chlswell Street^ in the;' 

his son, Mr. John Witks, (not the aut 

the Life of the Queen ; but the- &th4 

that author,) the attorney in Finsbufy 

and called out to Mps. Reed in^ a 9»at 

to get her husband down, to put/ 

coat When he eamedsown hesatd^ *^.h 

obliged to go to a public nrMcticlg^JuBqiii 

this gig, and drive tthis lady where ^ 

direct you/^ The old<geaitlema»>(ii4iaj 

4be ivhok.^ it in ihe^.<fiT«Qiiig|f libee 
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mookiB^ our W¥^ii imne^uiedy odof 
|iiedl ; for be i9 not likp youog Andrew ; be 
in T^jy priile to thci bdie»* It .$p happened o« 
IUb very digr, I wa9 riding Reed's hprse ta>- 

Stunford Hilly (perbi^ps ta take a pl|«e 

§m hit jDeturn in the evening stage,) and oi^ 

Y^ seturn I happened to jaeet^them ; coming 

(■poB tbenn . so unexpectedly » I qaugbt a 

i|^booe of her countenaniCQ. This was the first 

Ane thftti ever saw ber ; aod tbe reason ws$ 

Jsbvioosy why I had not preyJQusIy been fa- 

ffwired With an interview. She wits con^ 

flidmvtUy older than himself; but she bad 

tiMMiey ; and this ean embellish age with the 

j fa atorcs of youths and give attractions, where 

tamare ba» been p^mmonious of her bounties. 

■vTbe illness of Mrs. Cave con tinuii^, en- 

C^moed much of Mr. Reed's attention, and 

hiri»B attached to his interests, I experienced 

aneh trouble on bis account: and justice 

•impels me to stMe, that under all tfae cir- 

MSQinstanees whish then existed, tbe remain- 

ka^ part of this year b(u*e no y^xy favourable 

ISBiiinony to his career. So far, indeed, 

' iraa this perceptibjie, that his mother fre- 

i^Qtly was und^r overwhelming fears on 

Ua acjBount, which silently preyed upon her, 

and only found relief in, the relation of them 

to :iiie,^ring if bis assUuous attentions and 

vj«ilsi were J^nown, it might excite in the 

minda of bi« flock vsmpicions^pf an. unnlea* 

saat nature.. In addition to his daily. visits 

to Skamford HUl,^whece be remained almost 
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e^ery ni^t uti^ 9 o'etodk, every Snndaj^^ 
when the afternoon service was concidd^ 
lie repaired thither^ where he remdnad the 
same time as on a* week diiy ; and on som^ 
occasions, I was employed on branches of 
this expedit^n. One "Sunday in partieular, 
1 well recollect, the weather being wet, I 
was despatched on hi^ horse to Stofce New« 
tngtbn, to take a plate for him td reterry» by 
the coach in the evening }' in con^^quen^e 
of vi^hieh, I was so drenched with rain, aa 
to be unable to attend the Sunday *»i?hbol, 
and also, I believe, was too late for the morn^ 
ing service. For the correctness^ of thW 
statement, I refer to his own fathe^ai^d nm^ 
ther. Thus was I emphy^d to bfe(9k tk^ 
Sabbath, to expedite his couHsbfp, at the 
very time, when, in <>* No Fiction,'* he re- 
presents me as sunk in the very depth of 
depravity ! 

It has been justly observed, that the €3^ 
dfnjile of ministers is more influtnHal in 
producing lasting impressions, than th^r 
preaching; since, by the solemnity of their 
office, and from their expected abstmenee 
^lid self-denying mod^ of living, keeping 
their eye fully fixfed t)n the solemn renun*' 
'Ctation of the • tdorM io Ood, before their 
assembled congregations 'at the?r ordtnattM 
vow, and their professed 'd'evotlori to his 
l/ause ; they are not so liable to have the un- 
ruly passions excited as* private professors^ 
whd by their enaJ[iloy 'areW^somy inib* 



jtct to gi«ler . tmptetioo* incmMtbipi^ 
tgpeciaUy, it is neoeMarily expected thai 
jDinblers will be lui «aiaiDple to their flocks. 
And if it be requisite that k atrict watdi 
should be kept oyer the passiooa^very dojf; 
maeky on the Lord^s day^9L restrictioo should 
be put on those iolerviews, vWhicb on a week 
day ms^ be proper, and seasonable* I hava 
kooMni sevei^ insiaoces where, this is made 
an article oCagreemeot between the partiesi; 
This was done by one lady olf.my acquaint* 
anee^ whnse piety aodMeisdiBess induced her 
tft keep her affections under her better jud^* 
Sftent, and, although adoring the object of 
ker loTo, so Car as adoration was ju8t» neyer 
en the. LordV day .did forget the superior 
and ondiTided claims of .her infinitely adonH 
bis Saviour^ who is. altogether lovely andi 
the chief among ten thousand. Those wlu> 
act upon this pjbn^ will hate the consolatioai 
of pointing out by their es;anipley the pro*, 
per Une of conduct; and if^ after such in-^ 
■Uructiye objects of imitation, young peopled 
will not << acknowledge God" on his owa 
day, the fault is their. own^ and cannot be 
traced to bad example. I have thought it 
necessary to notice thiSf and to call the at«" 
tention of the religious piibUc to it, as it was- 
well known bymany» that. Mr. Reed used, 
to go a c&uarting somewhere, after the aft^r*. 
noon ^rvice of a Sunday was closed, and as 
an excuse, from that example, might be: 
made to open'^ the way to a greater breach of 



4kB Subbatb than at-^^mt For^ if it b^ 
excusable in ministers qf the CUfspel^ ii^ 
stead of preaching on Strndagf- €ff€ning&i 
to dying and perishing sinners, ta spend 
the'xn in courting ; I do not see how the^ eon 
blanie young people, of ardent passions, fiMj 
taking a walk together on a Skinday e^m 
ingj instead of attending places of worsh^ 
Surely it neither required the keennei» >o£ 
ft lynx, nor the eyes df an '^Ar^s,'' in de* 
tectinj: the &alts of su«h' a ministor ; how^ 
ever, so far from exp6singtluctit ht»,<whieh^ 
was visit)le, even almost to Uindoess^ itseUi- 
I shut my eyies to its improipriety^ assyagodi 
the fears of his motherland hid it i>oth bom' 
the church and th^ world up to Uiis dajfy 
Gentle, candid, and liberal reader, has .be' 
not well repaid me for my friendship and 
caution for him at this period, by exciting, 
in p. 186, the tml^^na^ton of: the 'ministers 
of the Gospel against me, (all of whom> with 
the fbrementioned exception, I respect,) for 
being at that very period, ^^ lynx-eyed in dcH 
teeting their faults,*^ 

But to return, and, as presufmptive ei^i* 
dence that I could not be the abandoned 
wretch this year, after the accident, he de- 
scribes me in the pages referred to, I pub- 
lish the two following letters from hini to 
nUj in August, when he was at Petersfold, 
in the interim of Mrs^ Cave's return to that 
jplace. 



% Mr. F. Barwbtt. 

' Peiersfieldf Jlugusi 21, 181S. 
i AI7 Dear Francis, . . 
I Compliments betwei^n friends are 

Idways heedless, and sometimes ridiculous ;. 
but' 1 9m bound to give jrou my sincere thanks 
Tar the promptitude you have displayed in 
the present emergency. I knew indeed it 
would be sd, and thet^fore did not put the 
aiTangem«nts amongst my anxieties. I hope 
^Mr. Barton will please ; but I have some 
isars-: I know be will hot please you; iut 
tlUlJ wish you to be there. • \ 

I did write to Mr. Brooks, and supposed I 
hud told you of it ; it is no wonder, how-> 
evtr, that L blunder undet present circum- 
statices.' I am glad ybu have written him 
of ^e results of your labours,, as I am sure 
it wriH please. . 

I shall now remain aSi composed as things 
will allow. But, alas ! how little of com- 
posure does my breast know, or can know. 

This is' the worst trial with which I have 
been assailied, or with which perhaps an^ 
one ean be assailed in this state of woe. And 
lam surrounded with a set of wretched com- 
forters, who by their insensibility and awk-? 
wardness, give poignancy to the arrows 
which are ordained to* penetrate my bleedr 
ing heart. But enough : — you can feel, and 
MJiH feel, or I should not have gone so far. 

Do write me constantly, 'tis such a relief. 
Almost any tiling is a relief, yet nothing 
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rriieves me. Send me word hbw the coni 
mittee of the Asylum^ and Missionaij 
Society went on. I expected the paper 1 
teft behind^ this morning. T write this at 
Saturday/ but shall keep it open, that in I 
Postscript to-ffiorrow I may ^re yoQ M 
kttest account of -*-^ health. " 

'■ ■ I dm, my ^ dear friend, 

Xoura? most tmly, ^ 

Andrew SEesd. 

i 

p. S. I can now inform yi6u that Mrs. — • 
is better. I do not however say essentiaHy 
90. Will you see Mr. Wilks, and tell Kim 
this. Also say he must by no means de« 
pend on me for Ponder^s End, nor wait titt 
ne sees me, as I shall probably stay here ffl 
Friday morning. If there are any doabB 
about the time of my return, let me be jfirei 
out on Wednesday evening. Adieu. 

• • • • 

Sunday Evening. 

Say also to Mr. W. tfiat Haytor 
will return, but not till Friday. See mother 

early enough to< say, Mrs. prefers 

peaches to grapes. Do y<m dh^ct them ^ 
usual, on a card. 

To Mr. p. BAawETTi 

Peiersfiddy August 2S, 1813. 
My Dear Francis, 
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I feel no difficulty in rolling some 
littlo cttes upon you } nor fi^' '> 



yoa assisre me.lbey ftrean unwdconde 
Will yoii copy the above, and send 
Jo. J. Vdentine, Esq. Si^ Bun Street^ 
er East Smitbfield. I shall be glad if 
4»n see Mr. Easum to»inorrow, and say^ 
in coBsequeaoe of my necessary absence 
Sabb^thy I am obliged to decline going 
Ponder's End, and shall not find it necea- 
to irouble him. If you cannot see him, 
mite a note,; hut I had rather you should see 
Mm, as you can best explain by the tongue, 
i|d some ei^planation is proper,, as the disap- 
IjpMl^ has been repeated. 
U#ut you are expecting tidings, on a dif* 
Ipit subject rand what can I say? O, I 
l|lfe.AQt courage to^say what my judgment 
ilma almost extort from me. I am obliged 
Mope^ and. yet I cannot but tremble at the 
ilpevy basis on which it stands : was ever 
w^h Uke me ? . my dear friend, how 
ttaj is it to say fine things on self-denial, 
ni%nation and acquiescence ^ but how hard 
te exemplify them in the circumstances 
Hkich.aftU for it. With all the aids reli- 

C affords me I have found it a sharp con- 
for ,the«te three days to suppress the 
rirings of a rebeUious heart. However^ 
^me-ifrhat will, I think its bitterness is past. 
Humanity perhaps cannot sustain much 
«9<iy!4^ than lAave sustained. 

You have undertaken to let Mr, Wilks 
kttow, which will save my writing. The 
20 
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P& of Ibe p0Mli«8 nvKs iifce hint.** Suti 
p^oeive I haVe said nothir^^ixxsr all in mj 

ki^ paragraph, Mrs. then, :ipp^ai< 

inuch the same as when I last wrote/ I oiii 
not say she is any better: O that I eooliii 
Please also tp inform my parentsr-of hd 
health. They may fnlly espKG!ct n^on Pri« 
day evening. 

Yours mo^ truly, ^ 

My dear Francis« ^ 

Andbsw Rsed. ' 

I now pass on to the year 1814, and eha|i| 
xvii. pp. 9£5-<--d3d, mcist of eoutw he eon« 
sidered aa Mr. Reed'a iictatioU9, bat fte^ 
tended r^l account erf me for this year. »> 
• Mrs. Cave's illness eontiniting, we wtiMH 
1^ course, fully employed : the ivXUxvm^ 
letter from htm in January of this y^i$rxomt 
still speak for me, in contradiction ta bis 
fiction. 

To Mb. F. Baritbtt. 

Peiersfieldj January S4, 1814; 
My Dear Francis^ 

My sincere thanks to you fof^ 
all your kindness in the letter way ; and i^ 

the additional one of last Saturday. It went 

■ »■ 

• I wonder if Mr. Wi1k« tends peaches and grapef 
to the poor^ aglieted w%d9%B9 of the Tabernacle, vihefl 
thej are ill ? That wouJd be a real charHy. Thejf hare 
no money : Mrs. Cave had plenty. I know Mr. Wilks'i ^ 
Master wonld; for when he was pa earth,^ he ithted 
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iery &r to relieve my janitteties, as I dkl 
1^ the Bi»l itself might not get up in time i 
ml yet it was all I could do. Indeed it ie 
low said that on tiiat night the mail actually 
jU roo out of tbe.road, and was oyerturned 
ithe Puoeh Bowl; if this be true, they 
mst* hmvB forwarded the hags through an- 
lAer chmnel. Certain it is^-that the day b»> 
fee, one of the coaches determined to pro** 
eeedfiand was overturned two miles from 

■ttlC6«.. 

I.UB-Bow designing to return on Thurs* 
kff and griii^y hope I shall be able to ac* 
Min|ilirii my wi^ies, as 1 have tiwee times 
teyreach on Lord's day. But it is difficult, 
lo decide^ Should Biore snow fall^ the roadi 
liU again be impassable : should a, suddes' 
tittw come^ I imagine .some parts of them^ 
will be wholly overflowed. 3owever^ there. 
i>< providence^ and I mean not to touch the' 
ttins by which it governs all things. 

I hope before this a good supply is pro-i 
^ed for Wednesday; otherwise give my 
dotjr to fother, and ask him to preach. 

MrsvC. rem>^s, I fear much the same as 
MieQ I l^fT wrote. 1 have been visited with 
iDy old complaints, tooth and face ache; 
kit am recov^ing. As you will be kind. 

^M an ei^id^nce of hiu mipsiony that " trt the pour <he 
^pU was pre^clied ;^^ aiid noted with hip approbalioQ . 
tte ^leidow's mitt^'* more than all the riches, that 
*fr6 put in he<>ides. ' What a happiness l6 the' poor 
^ their l^rd notices them l 



tains, to our ftmily. I riiatU decKne writifl( 

Ydttra moift trafy^ *^ 

AVDHEW RsiBi>.'H 

• - , . . ■ .■ ■ . • : •« 

Before I proeeed to^a complete nimioii 4 
thiA y^ar^ I would just notice^ that God in tM 
following February or March, was plea^d^l 
rdtieire the Re¥. Andrew Reed pf his weightj 
and overwhelming trial, protracted and Ai 
tering, by taking Mrs. Gtfre to hiMMrif,lrt 
that the reader will niot be troubfod with an) 
further account of her. Mrs* Cave has madi 
a conspicuous figure in my narra^re, rert 
dared necessary, as the reader wtU pctf 
ceive, to set my real conduct in oppositM 
to Mr. Reed'f fietitiot» account, but ifi 
should be thought I abruptly closeimyreia 
tiott of her^ and that! dugfat.to< makeioBM 
remarks : these I will leave to ^e readsB 
However, he will naturally suppose that^ai 
I« according to the statement on both sadsi 
risked my life twice, when ho was goifig i 
wooing to her, and that as I was put to eon 
siderable expenses, in one journey toPeteri 
field from £10 tp d6l5, at other times i) 
journies and hiring a horse to ride out wid 
him, to sooth him as he could not study, i 
will be supposed, although he mi^t suffa 
me to pay all such expenses^ well knowio| 
that I would not take any thing in returii 
yet, at her deaths at least, he presented m< 
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Hitfa a ringfW ik token of re^peot aod as afe^ 
fiemhrance. But ala3 ! reader, thou knowest 
fi0t the Rev. Andrew Reed, if thou makes! 
weha supposition 1 Neither i>is father nor 
liis mother, (this bis mother noticed to me, 
loilaid apartifmlar stress on the slight ^ 
iisbe went into n^ouroiogy.aad put Martha 
ii^ mpurniog also, at Mrs. Cave's death,) 
m myself, batd aoy such token ; whether 
)fc. Wilks had oc not, I cannot tell. But 
lis k regarded my-self (although I care not a 
[lathing for a ring, it never was intended 
^ I should wear rings,) this was. the more 
(l^misable, as my brother Robert, (yes, my 
iroiher Robert, Andrew Reed, whom you 
kve cruelly, libelled,) sept and had him 
Iteasured^.as c^ be proved by the under- 
taker's bill, ai^d presented him with one as 
^/riendf when I was. at Knaresborough, 
tt the death of my brother William, although 
Wy brother Robert then had never seen the 
Ilev. Andrew Reed, the pompous author of 
*'No Fictioix/' This, however, made no 
iteration in my friendship, though I ^ould 
|iH}tbe insensible to his meanness. 
I But the .public, perhaps,, may say, he had 
I Wen at conjsiderable expense on Mrs. Cave's 
^^^CQunt, and that probably he had no ring 
fcimself* J But he had a ring, (xvhich made 
lu» mother fed the slight to. her Xhe mpre 
ieuiely) anda^viery dashing one it was ; none 
of your oiunmoo ones, such as our old fore«^ 
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ftthers used to bave ; kit om l«tl«red< 
** to the memory of his dear Moryt 
wonder if he has shewn it to his ^firHi*^ 
dearest obiect qf kU affectiamf^ 
Fiction/' Vol. ii. p. 8. And as it 
his expenses previously, they were 
trifling, for his mother, as will be 
his letters in August, 1813, used to- 
the fruit But whatever trifling 
might have been put to on her tMScoui 
public, with her jamily will grant si 
ply repaid him, for she lift him OKCI 
SAKB POUNDS ! as may he seen in the 
mons, proved March, 1814, ''Mary 
widow, county of Southampton/' 

After Mrs. Cave's death, Mr. Reed) 
tinued with \is in Chiswell Street, 
latter end of October, when lie took 
ings in Cannon Street Road, ncair his 
ing. From the time of her death 
period, nothing worthy relating oco^ 
however, shortly after bis leaving, be 
me an extraordinary letter, relative io 
of money I was indebted to his 
During the whole of the period he lii 
Chiswell Street, he never said a word 
respecting what I owed them, which 
was partly occasioned by the smalli 
my salary ; but jnore particularly, in 
quence of journies I had taken on 
county and the expenses I had otherwise i 
at in my connexion with the societies «l| 
chapel^ &c. \ and, as he knew that a few 



in B»y office would nearly double my 
jpcomey which I had been expecting, but 
'^4 i^t obUin from the paucity of vacancies } 
was much hurt at the abruptpess of this 
dunication, and I think the public from 
information, will hardly justify the 
t he adopted. On the receipt of it^ 
waited upon him/ saying, I was surprised 
jajt he had never mentioned the subject to 
Ipe before ; when he said, he absolutely did 

£i knota of t7' until one d|y a short timci 
(ore he leff^ his mother went to his room, 
||ipd said she was very uneasy at what I was 
gipdebted to them. He declared in the most 
iplemn manner he did not know it until 
dj^t period, or else he would have advised 
llllKt |M>t to have k€pt on the two rooms^ aud 
lag^ipiuld *al50 havc persuaded me to have reduced 
iMg. expenses in other things ; and he made 
jufi^sucb i plausible tale, that I forgave him 
,We insult he had offered me. He said that 
lltt.far from wanting to injure my feelings, 
!>i^ .should be glad to aid me, &c. In con- 
^iMuence of this, I shewed him the rough 
:.|raft of an indignant letter I had drawn out, 
ift which he read and kept, and vyhich, let him 
\t Pfoduce ; the whole of it I mean ; not a por- 
tion iq mii his own purposes. We did, 
tbe^, sit down ai>d calculate my expenses, 
^0 wJ^ich be alludes \n " No Fiction.^' In 
the review pf chap. xvii. I shall enter more 
fully into tbis,,.a,nd the fabricated part of it. 
After this, interview, I altered ray beha- 
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Tiour to his mother, and treated her not 
only with coolnc^, but with marked indifie^H 
rence, in contequence of which, she aske4* 
me for some explanation ; when I shewed 
her son's letter, (I have mislaid the letter^ 
or else I would print it,) and told her what 
be had said, when srhe as solemnly declared 
to me, that so far from having gone into his 
room wuisked and voluntarily ^ that he had 
frequently asked for the book inwhieh I 
entered every item, as ^so in i^ duplicate one 
of my own, in case of my death; and ahe 
further observed, that his statement was a 
complete falsity, and wished he would mind 
his own business, as she was satisfied of my 
integrity ; and she observed, in dase of my 
death, the books and furniture would more 
thah cover my debt, which actually was the 
case. I then became enraged with youn? 
Reed, for his duplicity and falsity, and said 
1 should have nothing more to do with him ; 
when she entreated me for the sake of ^' the 
cause," not to quarrel with him, and that she 
would rather be considered as having stated 
a falsity than her son. To oblige her, I said 
no more about it, and still retained my 
friendship for them, and in the following 
months of this year gave evident proof that 
90, far from this misrepresentation having 
shut up my desire to serve diem, that I 
manifested an increased, rather than a dimi- 
nution of my services, as the following ac* 
count will shew \ for the truth and accuracy 
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tif Wliiefa, and the aboTe, I willingly refer the 
fMtr, (and entreat tbem for the sake of 
^mth to oblige me by inqairy,) to his m<K 
Iher, Mrs. Reed. 

For months previously to young Andrew's 
leaTing Chiswell Street, his mother had 
manifested ah indifference add neglect ta^ 
ter bushsetSy the chinarsbop, (old Mr. Reed 
tfever interfered with it, all his time was de«« 
TOted to watchmaking in the back garret) 
This did not arise from indolence; but in 
eoDsequence of her mind baring taken tf 
^K&rent direjCtion after the settlement of her 
8Sn at tke New Road. As his nwiher, shA 
wished ahoay^ to* be at the chape!, and in 
addition, liked to join the various institutioAs* 
C(mii6cted with it, and to visit with his peo* 
pie. As during these attendances there was* 
u^ond to take care of the shop, as Martha 
tkeii occupied the station^ her brother An- 
<hew filled previous to his going to the Aoa-* 
A^y, viz. to carry out the goods, she was* 
never sufficiently clean to attend and fierve 
Pjersons of respectability ; nor did her know*^ 
kdge, in the absence of her mother, extend 
to the value of the different articles ; so that 
the basiness was rapidly on the decline.* 
Mor Could they derive any assistance ffom 
the exertions of Peter, for he was appren- 
ticed to a watchmaker this year, and only 
came home on a Sunday. The declension 
ef the business became evident to the father 
and the soo, and, as the mother, as they 
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stated/ had lost her e^«rgjr and her fire fae 
the business, the best way^ they tbouglit^i 
would be to dispose of it before it got toa^ 
low for the acceptance of a successor, and 
hefore any acute tradesman, who from see* 
iag this neglect should be tempted to opeou 
a ishop in the same line of business in the 
neighhourhood, which they foresaw Would, 
draw off the remainder of the trade^ and. 
destroy their hope of procuring a suceesaory- 
who might otherwise give a fair comp^fa? 
tion for the goodwill, and who would taki^. 
their dead stock at a fair valuation. Undc^r^ 
this impression, they agreed to dispose of 4^. 
whenever an eligible ofier eoo)d be proemv 
ed. At that time, with the produce of the- 
stock, and their other property,, they eoold 
not calculate on an income, of above £150, 
per annum. There was a son an appr^ilice,' 
and a daughter totally unprovided for ; aiid .. 
instead of giving her a good education, or 
putting her to some business whereby Ae 
might gain an honest and honourable liveli* 
hood, and to provide against contingencies, 
her time had been employed in the degrad- 
ing way of carrying out pipkins and delf^. 
that when they left Chiswell Street, she 
could scarcely write legibly* The ill effects 
of this neglect was evident when going to 
keep a school at Cheshunt with the aid of 
Miss Newell, in 1820, at which time to hide 
her deficiency f and to shew off her good 
gpriting^ she made a request through bor 
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iMber Andrei^, which I readily, and cheeN 
eotnplted with, to write circular notes 
ieholars m her name, in a ^niall hand* 
ing ; sdme of which circulars, I dare say, 
r*«tlll in existence ; the truth of which, I 
se Mr. Reed will not dare to deny ; if 
lMoes,lethim give ayhc-^tmz'/eofherhand- 
Mtiog, to shew her qualifications as a school- 
libtress, in contradiction to this statement, 
("^s soon as it was known, among their 
MI%ioii8 friends, that Mrs. Reed was about 
tl^*etire, several applications were made, 
iHras presumed the business rrnist have 
^n^'gtfod onCj which had enabled her to 
ilMq> tlie family decently, and to lay by a 
ABeietDt sum to live independent, and pro- 
^ife' for the* increasing necessities of the 
jl&ior brtinches of the family. Mrs. Reed 
'^M « GalvinisI of the old school, and she 
ttMrght it most proper that an offer from 
ofliie " household of the faithful" should 
mided to more particularly than one 
kmt out of the land of the Philistines, all of 
I4toiai dhe so denominated, let them be 
lftifter<shurchmen, or Methodists, or profane, 
^i4io were not *^ sdand in the faith," and her 
iSA may be ascertained by the information 
fttt ail who were not on par in high doc- 
trine with such men as the feev. Samuel 
LyBdafcll, old Mr. Martin the Baptist, aq^ 
w Mm 'Andrew, she considered as in the 
** pU of bitterhess ;" in evidence of which, 
(e?en to what I consider an exclusion from 
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the privilege/ of the churcji,) she ^f% 
absenting herself frdtn the church ofwl 
she was a member, the Rev. Dr. WibI 
upd not oaly 'absenting herself, but absoli 
procuring a tranter sacramental j 
from his church to partake of the ei 
of her Saviour's sacrifice at Mr. Lyi 
as she supposed even the emblems 
tainted by men lower in doctrine or 
portion of Baxterianism. 

As ^^ forty summer suns (according toj 
son's account of them, ^^ No Fiction,''.] 
i. p. 43») bad united \he distinct char^ 
istics of Mr* and Mrs. Reed, so'as to 
them one," and as one eharaeteristicy 
runs through ** No Fiction," was 
prayer on special occasions, when any 
lion in their circumstances, or^in t&4 
mily was to take place : the reader n( 
be informed that on this occasion, at 
anxious and momentous, they not om\ 
not relax, but rather were more a 
and urgent. Mrs. Reed, although foj 
by the apostle^from engaging in a 
assembly > was neither deficient in wor< 
wanting in confidenc<S, she used to 
audibly in family prayer when her h^ 
was absent, and now udited with the ^ 
of one book" in his " sacrificial flame;*', 
although her ^^ fire of devout afiecl 
might on some occasions ^'linger on 
earth, (according to her son Andrew'^^ 
count, "No Fictioo," Vol. i. p. 42,) to 
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iten and ftniinate those around her^?' it 
shot through the vast expanse, << and 
immediately to heaven ; " and that in 
te petitions, there- was nothing " earthy,** 
appeared to be as fully convinced, as ihm 
ne were in good Elijah's time, when 
it fire of the Lord fell, and consumed thci 
it sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
the dust,'* for a man "after her own 
rt," a real, thorough Supralapsarian, ap- 
~ for the business ; and what gave addi- 
ial evidence that "the finger of God" 
In it, arose from his being a member of 
own church, the Rev. Dr. Winter's. 
Was, however, a more consistent meni- 
than she Was, being of opinion with the 
old Christians, who believe that God 
hkt confined to place, nor circumscribed 
lan's limitation ; but " present wheretfer 
Or three meet together in his name:** 
t!)6ugh he did not think the Doctor went 
f^oough, as it regards doctrine, yet he re- 
ified with him, because he found his God 
"•e. But there' was another rather remarka- 
kircumstance, he was a namesake of mine, 
»ch elicited from the vituperous tongue of 
son Andrew, the following remark to 
mpther, when his name and the business 
^tf^e talked over, " That ia a name I love 

These friends were w*ell known, to each 
tither ; the business wais therefore proceeded 
in directly,* and as thr^ belonged to the sajine 
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Auvchy and ^ were of the same fiith; 
shortly must reach the same goal, and 
sure of entering the same heaven, it 
thought necessary to be very particufa 
weighing the perishable ballast of this ' 
goods. They did not think it n( 
with such a proposer to have those! 
guM^s, which from a person of a dU 
faith would have been required, 
young Andrew considered he mighf. 
after their traoamutation, and th^t 
was no promise that in passing throi^ 
dreary wilderness, our earthly substant 
to be kept up by manna from heave^ 
bearing in mind, that hone bat God 
• '* the elect,^' he advised with me on tli 
priety of having some agreement drai 
is true I was not within the " pale 
church,^' yet it was thought I 
advantageous to them for the sa 
which " the elect" call all except a fe^ 
that few only confined to certain famil 
which they include their own ; and n\ 
have frequently heard from the lips of 
Heed : the rest, when they are done 
or performed the part ordained for the! 
scaffolding, they^say, will be thrown 
as useless, if not cut up for fire-wood. 

The appeal having thus been made^ 
me, I proposed to have a regular agfeel 
drawn up and stamped. The first sngi 
was agreed to, the latter rejected. I 
deputed to draw lip tbeslgreement^ and it' 
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Hied fVf and received ^e teppr&DaXof 
Rev. Andrew Reed, ^then a student at 
ey,) with a flattering compliment from 
to me on the ability, it displayed^ with 
niation that I had not been educated 
one of the learned professions, as then I 
Id have made somefigure in the world, 
little thought then I should make such t 
e in ** No' Fiction,'* much less, that in 
(Sequence of this bbok> I' should after»- 
iids be obliged to make him lent mch a 
rty as to induce him t{) wish he could 
re any where ercept fn old England \ 
"^ e penalty of the agreement was £50, 
at my suggestion dSlO, was deposited on 
D<»)-compietion of the agreement, which* 
to be fulfilled in a few months. No 
icion for a moment," could be enteirtain- 
rf such a thing ; for had he been an Ar- 
n, a churchman, or a Philistine, there 
;hC have been some danger. But alas ! 
futile are human certainties ! and how 
Q are we guided in our full sight of ** a 
idence," more froni our passions than' 

J'udgment. The time drew near when 
nsiness was to bti ratified ; a shyness 
n appeared to manifest itself, and from 
ialls almost every day, they dwindled to 
Imce or thrice a week ; and from thdt mani* 
jfestation of Christian love and afiectioOy 
thich was displayed by my namesake's wife 
tyen to disgust, (as sfie always kissed her 
4ear father^i old Mr. Reed when she came, 
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i\ie handy aqd a ^^^good bye/' were sui 
tilted for a kias. and a. '^God bless 
my deir^" wd ^' Mi^ .qaa^ Jesiss be 
you," 

Before, a «torm it is ^aid diere ia a 
bujt thj»Q.thi3 calm too ofiteii presages a 
meodoua hui^icaaa^ (This X have li4 
wkoMied.Oft the banks of Nevrfimndlai 
whieb 'gave* mt a^moet awfuL idea of 
woadwful de^; but a stiU more tei 
idea of the God of the deep, who can hj^ 
breath in a mpmeat cneate a storm, or 
the ag^tationof the uaiyer^e.) This 
ymthf io.the exp«trieiiee of these belomtl 
^w-pilgrima waa liAerally verified, 
time for fulfilling arrived; but iostesfi! 
'apiieariBg to fulfil the agreement, a 
came,. stating that they had made inq^ 
and found the business was not ^ 
it had been ry9m$enUd9.sind cooseqi 
they bqB;ged to dedinQ taking it. 
passed and repassed ; recrimination suc( 
ed recrimination, ami the battle bei 
etronger and stronger, until Priam ap] 
in the person of yoMng^ Andrew Reed, 
to put an end to the. contest, wrote ip 
*^/o0leeap^' ps^s full^to convince myntiaj 
sake, that he oogbt to pay the £50 (oi"*' 
aljthou^ the agreement * was not stm 
as " b^mds" (as he politely told him) " w< 
only 'made for rogues and vagafa|oii^ 
I^QWieyer^ my namesake retorted w^ 




^ saving, as a frinid tto id$ oMintry, ka 
abide by its laws. And so, after 
in threats^ Y>ttt-4Shylo«ked Shyloek 
self, tbeywera obliged to pocket the 
and be quiet. 
Although this unexpeeted and awful drfec- 
[iao of their Catvinistie brpther, prevented 
;lhe eomjrietioa of Mrs. Heed^s desires* yet^ 
ber eoei^es being gtHie, it was deemed 
aeeessary that notioe should be pven of 
Iheir determination still to retire, and to 
laeeept of the next unolgeotionable offsr; 
lipd they had not kxi^ to wait^for a Mr. 
Harvard, a steady and pious mm&y a book- 
keeper to Messrs. Fry the type-founders, 
nought it would suit him, as lus wife and 
laughters could carry on the business advanrfr 
tige&usly, with the aid his leisure hours 
aisrided« To this gentleman there w^as no 
tigeetion, although he was an inveterats 
i^inisin. The mother was rather out of 
sonceit with the Calvinisiie men of busi- 
SS88. The proposer's ability to pay for the 
ilaek, derived strength from the information 
fluit he could still retain his QWkship, the 
inuotne from which was sufficient to defray 
bis^ family expenses ; the sale and profits of 
the trade, would then go to pay the interest 
and liquidate the debt on ^e stock which 
wcMild remain, after paying over the ready 
money he and his friends could raise. The 
whole family now united in submitting every 
thing to my suggestion, and they heartily 
21"^ 



contviiriied mdHftntroowdrofe esrexy iiAi^g 1 
pr0{)osed ; ani^ I am. mvey md 1 dianik Us 
fatter and nk^^jr,' Bfty^ ^oen Mfnaelf will 
grant, that, ihad I beeiv ewe^ of the familjr, 
and in expectation of deriviog benefit from 
the arran^Hieats, I- cwld not vstmte earnest*' 
ly,- steadily and perseveringly have enteiied 
intO) and gone through the humttess^ than I 
did on thai occasion* * v 

In looking otrar my papers; I have found 
^ the identieal' sheet i sent by Martha to the 

f Rev. Andrew Reedf in whieh is inserted 

questions for the responses and approval of 
him, on the Saturday previous .to an appoint- 
ed meeting on the Monday, to draw up, and 
sign articles of agreement with Harvard. 
Not Inlawing whetbo* he could attend oa 
that day, as the representative of his mother 
and the family, I was anxicms to have his 
views fully on the subject ; and although tk$ 
paper is rather long^' I will give a verbatim 
copy of it,^at the reader n»y judge of roy 
precaution, as well as be convinced that 
their leaving the business, and the prelimi- 
naries met his entire approval, some of his 
friends having stated that the mother Aur- 
ried out of this concern, not only without 
his consent f but in opposition to him; 
which is very cruel on the mother, as her 
sufferings in consequence of taking this indis* 
creet step, have been quite sufficient, with*- 
out their being aggravated and iod'^aded by 
.such reflections^ * 



I would jtnt requ^ t)>« mitir tm Tttsr in 
fecailection, that these qu^tions, and tfas 
angtvers to them, by^h« Rer. AndrewRoed, 
,were *in November, 1844, oiJly a' month 
lAer the offensive letter to which <i han) 
atladed, whkta wat bo galling l» tne, though 
Us conduct had been much more bo. 

To the Rev. AnDREtv Rxsj>. 

Chiaweii Slnet, Nov. 1814. 

I would not tivuble you to-day, only 

far fear of not seeing you on Monday ; and^ 

H I conceive that what is then settled, will 

le final, it is a matter of great importance 

to daliherats artd to be well prepared. Will 

me bywritirtg an answer to th© 

:|ue«tionB cm this sheet, U will 

'.me. 

u take his) 
^Dce, or re-V Another person. 



er person s ? _ 
intend to T 



; 



Yes. 



mmre in the contract? J 

If BO, what amount ? £50 on either side. 

Ifso, I will draw it' 
Dp and send it by the. 
nr) on Monday morn- 
ingfopyourcorrection: >Be with you by 1?^ 
What time ? Shall you 
iDeet them on Monday 
»tl o'clock? , 
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Yes, 



Nd^. 



»>Last Lessee paj* 



If^notj sbaJl X be; 
there? 

, Did you say any 
thing about the JS5 a 
year, ground rent ? 

Who is to pay it ? To be settled. 

Did you say any' 
thing about tlie insur-. 
ance on the house : it 
is regular for Uie.last 
lessee to pay it ? 

abSl ? "*^ *"^ *^'"* I ^^'' °""* '*• ' 

Your mother wishes^ 
for herself and Mrs. I I^ke my mother 4 
Harvard to take the |» well-meant, but iU^ 
running stock between I considered^ 
themselves ? J 

This plan is liable to serious objections^ 
as they would be liable to pass several arti- 
cles, and likewise cause great confusion in 
the accounts, &c. I propose that every thing 
shall be got into the greatest state of readi- 
ness against a certain day : that previously 
I prepare a book with three columns, as 
Under — 



'the Quantity 
when taken* 



The Price. 



Quantity sold 

during the pro<> 

cess. 
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This would hsTe 8 doii-' 
l>Ie advautage, it would 
prevent errors, and en- 
lure you thepr^ts dur- 
ing ihe process, which 
you certainly are entitled 
to; because, in stead of con- 
ligning the goods over, 
la taken, we could leave 
itunca«/,and then, when 
all is concluded, deduct 
the nv,mber sotd, from 
each total as when taken. 
Kyou agree to this plan, 
twin undertake to enter 
toer^f^ article myse^, aa 
lean easily get leave qf 
' absence from the office a 
i,T«pefc, if necessary ? 

^aUr, Harvard has called 
^^ wishes to have a lease 
^^1 years. Any objec- 

r*^? , . . . , 



You tBOUld d» 
the family a 
-VAsTSEXTicB £y 
/u(filHng thtl 
propeaal. 



It wat to be for 



yc^rj. 



I If you intend an agreement to be signed 
projiably you will draw it up yourself. If 

! you. have not time, you will be so good as. , 
to send Martha back immediately, as your 

' mother has requested Harvard to meet you 

' at 12 o'<\]ock, and every thing on your pstt 

' '^ould be ready- 
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My Dear Fraimd, 

Do be so kind as to prepare 
every thing ; and wheti Mr. H. comes, pro* 
eeed independent of me^ as I am writing an 
Address for the Orphan Asylum, and must 
not rise till it is accomplished. 

Yours, &c. 

Anbrjew Rssd, 

*: Notwithstanding Mr. H. was an Armim* 
an, he did not swerve from his agreenlent 
In the middle of December I proceeded and 
fulfilled my proposal. I entered every arti- 
cle in the shop and cellar in a book ; which 
was no small task, as the reader will natu* 
tally suppose. To ac<^ompUsh this, I got 
leave of absence from my office, and did not 
accept one invitation, although it was Christ^ 
mas time ; nor was I ever scarcely an hoar 
absent from the house, until we ha^ com- 
pletely gone through the business. On each 
side there was an appraiser ; and, to save 
expense, (a» they had one or two ^ guineas a 
day each,) I entered the amounts in the book 
prepared, as they called the articles over. 
For all this I did not receive a shilling, nor 
any present. During thier proceeding, I tiot 
only subjected myself to privations and cOn- 
inement, but absolutely fidii a sum cf 
money out of my pocket to one of xay . 
bfo^her officers for doing my dutyi and j^ai^ 
Mrs. Reed all the time for my boards Sy 
what I proposed, (and more extendedly ful^ 
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jyUed,) Mr. Reed saidi sbouki do the ^^/mS^ 
a vast service^^^ yet I never met with 
y return, until I saw this obligation caAr 
Iled^ and myself laid under indelible and 
irreparable obligation, by the iiccount which 
the Rev. Andretv Reed has given of me ia 
<< No Fiction/' at the conclusion of this year, 
m ehap. xviL pp. 225 — 1338. For this, and 
.all my sincere, and I am sure disinterested 
tadeavours to serve him and his family, the 

Cblic will think, ih that account whereia 
has so ea^aited his /rUndy he has mort 
0utn amply repaid me J Allow me to ro- 
siest the reader, before be proceeds, just to 
Itoruae that chapter, and compare it with 
'ws feal account, which / de/y hisfamilj/ 
li» contradict J and which I can substantiate 
fef Mr. Harvard's family, and the appraisers 
1ft ttiat occasion. 

After the. stock was taken, and all things 
-ittuc^bly settled, they removed to Bethnel 
^feen, and I went with them* Now ror- 
lioved, in j^ome measure, from the '^ busy 
liitnn of men,'' I had ample opportunity fqr 
v^ction. On leaving, I balanced my aq- 
aaant, and gave >frs. Reed a promissory 
fiote on demand upon me, for all my debt, 
md to be^r interest ; which interest, with 
tbe intermediate liquidation of the debt, I 
* eontioued to pay until I was taken ill, as I 
shall shew in my future account. Every ex- 
planation had been given by Mrs. Reed, as it 
f^rd^d the M^f <* ^^^ ^y l^eir jS|oa resp^^V 
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faipc the money ; and afttlioagli she Irec 
told me not to make myself uneiisy 
Ifte debt, as she did not eare if I f»aid H 
only by J&IO a ye<ur; yet I was « ill at 
End in addition to the unpleasantoeasr^ 
being in debt, by which I was pressed dot 
I began to refleet on my folly in suf 
my youth to glide away wittioat oecifpj 
my leisure hours (which were cansidei 
in the most important time of the 
beneficially. I now appeared, as if by 
tricity, to be roused, not only ttom.' 
lethargy ; but actuated wttha spMt of 
'prise, and a determination lo put into'^ 
Oise the powers my beneficent Oreator 
bestowed upon me, to so^ne useful and h 
live purpose; But, as my friend Htt| 
said, in his speech at Portsmouth, in 
18^2, 1 wad at << the fag-end of the crdi 
I saw the necessity of removing to a 
'bourhood more adjacent to the city, 
a habitation more locally ceiitrtcal. 
made application for the situation of 
tor to the Lambeth Water Works, in 
her, 1814j in which I failed, in conseqi 
of the prior application, and more pom 
'interest of my then opponent, but «g( 
ware/s^ gentlemanly c^Heagne^ Mr. Hai 
1 determined on a removal to Lambeth (*' 
in the event of another vacancy, no 
tion might be taken to the place of liiy al 
With these views, and this determiaati^i 
^ftUed QQ my brother Robert) related to 
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debt t owed to Mrs. Reed, the insulting 
I had received^ and the consequent 
leasfantness which had arisen, and my 
determination to retire from embarrass- 
ts and insult. With a mild rebuke for 
ng brought myself into so dependant a 
tion ; from the folly of purchasing a 
library, and in expenses with young 
, <if which he knew ; and for not pro- 
g for contingencies, and the folly of 
iDg expectations on the precariousness ' 
ses, and of the increase of income ; he 
ved of my plan of removal, and stated 
Id save all I paid for board, by making 
house my home. This he had always 
d^ although I had scarcely ever come 
bim, from a fear that it would be un- 
t, as I might think I should be under 
int; in opposition to which, he wished 
consider myself at full liberty to do 
act as I chose. Haying passed the 
ieon, I determined on my purpose. Old 
and Mrs. Reed, young Reed and Mar- 
entreated me not to leave. But not* 
standing young Reed thought me " in- 
in purpose,*' he now found my resolu- 
was not to be shaken. In the middle 
February, 1815, 1 removed from Bethnal 
en, to the house of Mr. and Mrs. War- 
on, (whom Mr. Reed has justly, in "No 
_ ction,'* designated a "humane woman ;*' 
Ibr she was, and I am satisfied will remain 
1», as the milk of human kindness riiQs in 
29 . 
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orery v^in,) then crf'Hansard Piace, Lambeti 
and afterwards^ (to which place I removQ 
with them, and remained till after my illness 
in November, 1816,) of 16, Great CharlotI; 
Street, Blackfriars Road, Lanibetb. 

Determined now on entering on sona 
active employ, which necessarily wouL 
occupy a great portion of my leisure hours 
to the prevention of study, instead of rennov 
Ing the whole of my library to Lambeth, 
selected such as I thought I should wanjl 
and forwarded the remainder to Mr. Mas 
well, Bookseller of Bell Yard ; for I no 
only reflected on the inconsistency of leav 
ing a heavy lot of books, as dead stock a 
my lodgings, while the produce of( those * 
did not want would pay off part of my debt 
and so relieve its weight, as well as reduei 
the interest. The books I sold to Mr. Max 
well came to £75 ; in the sale I necessarilj 
made a great sacriiice> yet he gave me, as a 
real friendy more than I could have reaiizec 
at any other bookseller's in Loudon. Twi 
bills, amounting to i&60, at short dates, oi 
Mr. Maxwell, I paid over to Mrs. Ree< 
and wrote that amount off my account. T( 
the selling of my books, both Mrs. Reed 
and her son Andrew objected ; (and eva 
went so far as to send to Mr. Bridgman's ti 
stop his cart, the loan of which he kindlj 
granted me, on this, and several other occa 
sions,) for I was determined on reducing m} 
^bt. Notwithstanding thesQ undeniabh 
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pctSf the Rev. Andrew Reed has^ in cha|>» 
miii. Vol* ii. p. 2^31, " No Fiction," intra- 
tsced mt to Mr. and Mrs. Russell's house, 
to my return to England in 1818^ (though 
ii reality I have never entered their habita- 
[bn since 1816,) and states, that " Lefevre 
kpressed joj/ful surprise, expecting to 
hve found his hdoks wert sold to cover a 
itbt he owed to Mr. RusselV^ 

About four months after my removal to 
Ltaibeth, another vacancy occurred for the 
eoilectorship of the Lambeth Water-works, 
l» which I was now appointed without oppo- 
Btion, as my recommendations were strong, 
fey character unexceptionable, and my in- 
ferest powerful. The time in the day this 
staation required, happened to be during 
^ intermediate hours of my ofBcial obliga- 
tions ; so that I was able to fulfil the duties 
tf both, without infringing on the require- 
&)ents of either, which I did so satisfactbrily 
K to gain and retain the entire and increas- 
ed approbation of all my employers. The 
iolies, however, were arduous and burden- 
tome; but their oppressive weight was 
thrown off my mind, by the prospect of not 
«nh' being enabled t-o pay off my debt to Mr. 
Heed, which weighed heavily on my spirits; 
•wit by the hope of being able, by an increas- 
ing income, and more flattering prospects, to 
We a sufficiency of means to make a pre- 
paration for forming that connexion which 
gives bliss to earth, and happiness to mor* 
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UiSf and which every man who U d^pidv^ 

of, either by inadequacy of means, or mbsi 
cruel causes, must (if he feels as I do,) finj 
so powerful, as to conceive himself only hal 
a being. These stimulants cheered mj 
drooping spirits, gave increased vigour U 
my exertions, and thus while almost siakiQ| 
by the giving way of the ^' flesh,'' a few 
short hours of repose seemed to re-phoeni^ 
me ; as I appeared almost every day to aris< 
j/ounger and more active than the previous 
one. My friends were astooished at m) 
exertions, and sometimes I was ^vea sur- 
prised myself. 

After I had, as it were, closed my con- 
nexion with Reed, perhaps the public ma} 
think that the oppressive weight of the 
charge he had brought against me in Febru* 
ary, 1810, was entirely thrown off my mind^ 
But, alas ! the contrary was the case i forj 
although my time wa& now so occupied, 
from six in the morning until eight in the 
evening, to the exclusion of all hoi^rs oi 
amusement and relaxation, by which it£ 
baneful occupancy was prevented during th^ 
day, yet hours of reflection sometimes pre- 
sented themselves ; and my nights gave 
room for thought to the destruction of my 
regular repose. Indeed, so powerfully did 
it press upon my mind, that at what houi 
soever I retired to rest, it prevented me 
from bejing detained in bed by my morning 
slumbers. I was always ready for my dut^ 
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%n the following day, as my rest was more 
^Hke the conscious doze, than, "Nature's 
;sweet restorer, balmy sleep." 

Although the above was the real cause of 
my leaving his father and mother, and not 
the pretended restraint which they are 
represented as imposing on me ; for in 
fact they never im.posed any^ as they can 
both testify ; yet it becomes my Awiy faith^ 
fully to narrate facts, and my experience. 
'When I left their house, I scarcely ever 
entered a place of worship ; yet I was more 
steady, regular and economical in my de- 
poirtment, than when I lived with them, ^s 
it regarded the punctual attention to my 
civil engagements and employ. And my 
neglect of attending a place of worship now, 
arose not from a contemptuous disregard to 
the demands of Deity, and the propriety of 
Worship ; but from a thorough and immove- 
able conviction that I really was then a 
reprobate ; and as such, was cut off from 
the privileges of the Gospel. 

Before the reader proceeds with my real 
account, I would just request him to turn 
to ** No Fiction,'* and read from p. 228, 
Vol. i. to p. 82, Vol. ii. the account giveo, 
of me (the reader will recollect, Mr. need 
could not now know my habits of life,) by 
my "kind, intimate, loving^ bosom,^' eternal 
friend, who in his letter to me of March 23, 
1807, makes use of the following apostrophe, 
♦That your God may be my God J ihoJ^ 
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^&UT foe$ moj/ he my /Qt$ ! bt»rnai.i.t^ 
is the sincere prayer ofy yours affection^ 
ately, A. B. Reed/^ 

Tbi» aeeount is the most material to my 
character in thp whole history ; aad to which. 
I earoiesdy entreat the reader's attention, as 
also to compare it with mine, and the docu- 
ments I shall insert in the Review, as in th<e 
conclusion of it I am charged, in Vol. ii. pp. 
35..^3y just at the same period, as at once 
being turned off by the lady to whom I ^vas 
paying my addresses, p, 38 ; as being repri^ 
manded by my superiors ; as being deficient 
in fny accounts; a$ having applied the 
money belonging to the Water-works, to fny 
own private purposes ; and as being unabte 
to pass the accounts, and meet the de^ 
manded deficiency when called upon. But 
I have more particularly to entreat the rea- 
der's solemn attention to Ihe motive which 
actuated the Rev. Andrew Reed, in creating 
^hese abominable and infamous falsities^ 
(which they are, I shall prove to (iemoastra* 
tion,) and bis false affirmation of sUch applied 
guilt and depravity. By creating these 
extraordinary charges, which he has colour* 
ed so sophistically, that the reader's attention 
is diverted from the real charge he had 
brought againtst me, and which now burst 
jbrth in all its violence, and caused my de- 
rangementy and all my consequent tvoa, and 
my leaving, in that unfortunate stat^, (I pnjf 
God none of mj readers may be so afflict^ ; 
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y^MBt if they lore that they aiqr, like nn^ 
mhis own good time, be restored to sound* 
of mind, and the eonaolatians qftht 
,) vfy home^ my country aad my 
nckr. irocorduig to the charges he had 
bought against me^ my leaving the country^ 
easily accounted for ; but he was aware^ 
^the absence i^ themy the reader's atten* 
lifii would be fixed on something else, and 
;er inquiry into the nature of the charge 
lie had madei and its operation on my mind|» 
ieh would hate subjected him to an un« 
t dilemma. He well knew, not only 
Itaas deranged f but the causes of that 
ement ; and I have my suspicions, he 
^now flattering himself with the hope, that 
0Bae cause may operate again, to defeat my 
Ipifeent work, (as his vile attempt to cattse 
mielapse^hy his infamous threatening letter 
^Qetober last had failed,) or that in my 

P^r^ess in unravelling his infamous tale,.< 
undertaking would either derange me 
m, or appear as an effect of a disordered 
e€t» However, although the retrospect 
dke privations and sufferings I have uuder- 
fMie^ used to astonish me, and almost to over* 
iduslm me in the relation, yet I now see I 
kave been sustained to the present moment, 
ky the " watchful care of God,'' who, as 
^^ Israelis Shepherd, neither slumbers nor 
deeps.'' May I never forget bis mercy, 
ind be ever gra^teful for his compassionate 
eave f and as in hi0 sight I am now writings 
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and under the firm impression that I (as 
tvell as every person) shall be called to ac- 
count for my acts ; but more particularly 
for my writings, I proceed with the caution 
and deliberation I have previously exercised, 
in the narration of truth, and truth only; 
and if some parts o{ my future^ real history 
should bear the stamp of wohder and incredi- 
bility, I request the reader to bear in recol- 
lection the words of our Lord, *^ With God 
all things are possible." 

During this year my exertions at the 
Water-works met with thte approbation of 
the Board, and as a mark of their satisfaction, 
they made me a present in addition to my 
per centage. As it regards religion, my 
Sundays I iti variably spent at my brother's, 
who then kept (where I am writing) the 
Spring Gardens Hotel, Charing Cross, whom 
Mr. Reed has infamously, and disgraceffilJy 
to himself, and libellously attacked, under 
the fictitious name of my uncle Perry ; and I 
think it best to relate here, that the readers 
of " No Fictioft,'' and of my Metnoirs, may 
keep it in mind liiroughout all the references, * 
that I have no other relation in London but 
vi>Ly brother, nor had I at the time of my ill- 
ness ; and I think it necessary to request the 
attention of the public to tjns fact particularly, 
as my kind sister-in-law .has, since my 
pamphlet was sent out, put a letter into my 
hands from the Rev. Andrew Reed, of Janu- 
ary, 1821, which be wrbte t6 her in confi-- 



dSenee, as he slates, whieh was the reasop 

why she would not shew it me before ; but 
when she found that this reverend calumnisp 
tor had acknowledged himself, in the publie 
prints, as the author of '^ No Fiction/' she 
could no longer withhold a document from 
me, which ^ /ully broaghi home to him 
inwy charge qf hypocrisy , as in it A« denies 
hifn,sel/ as the author qf ^< No Fiction,^ 
wd also Mr. Perry as being meant for my 
brother, Mrs. Barnett in my illness, Janu- 
ary^ 1821, wrote to the Rev. Andrew Reed, 
in reply to a letter he had previously writ* 
ten, relative to me, observing, f^ Now that 
poor Frank is in a happy state of recovery, 
I shall reeord laj opinion of that public 
Ubelj you conjointly with Mrs. Seed sent 
bto the world under the title of " No Fic- 
tion,'' wherein you have treated a stranger 
to you, my husband and Frank's brother, ia 
a vile 2|ataner under the name of Mr. Per* 
ry." In reply to this, the reverend gentle- 
man<— this minister of the Gospel — this " No 
Flction^^ anan— this friend of truth, wrote 
%& follows : 

(sXtBACT.) 

^t. Maty Axey January 18, 1821* 
Madam, 

I now only notice that re- 
ply, to assureyon that you are misinformed 
f^ to the authors of the work in question ; 
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and still mt>re so as to the character of 3ir^ 
ferry being drawn for Mr. Robert Barnett^ 
I have full authority to say, it never vi^iSLM 
the design of the authors to describe thB 
brother of Francis. 

Yours, Madam^ with esteem, 

Andrew Reed. 

The whole of the letters with mv remarks 
Upon them, will be found in the proper 
place. I only quote the two passages nove^ 
that the reader in comparing my accoutit 
with " No Fiction," may be assured I w^as 
not singular in supposing that Mr. Perry- 
was meant for no other than my brother. 

But although^ I did not attend places of 
worship, yet my sin ^as more the sin of 
omission than of commission. It is true I 
neglected attending public ordinances, but 
then I did not spend my Sabbaths m reo^o«i# 
living, my brother being a domestic man, 
never going out on Sundays to dinner, nor 
having any company, excepting a casual 
visitor. I did not pray, yet I did not swear. 
But despair laid hold upon me, and I said to 
myself, '* There is no hope, therefore I will 
walk after my own devices ;^^ Jeremiah 
xviii. 11. And so powerfully was my mind 
dispossessed of hope, that I almost became 
devoid of fear. So true is the expression 
of the poet of nature, " Man devoid of hope 
is devoid of fear." I rejoiced in the reflec- 
tion that now I was not ehargeable with 
hypocrisy. 



About this period tny thoughts and pnn^ 
peels took a different direction and bias. 
From being indifferent to wealthy and from 
pursuing a course preparatory for another 
world, I now became immersed in this^ 
directing my exertions to the liquidation of 
my debt to Mr. Reed, sen. which I saw I 
soon should be able to accomplish, and af^ 
ti^rwards to save some money, so that I 
might be enabled to enter into that union 
which forms ^^ the bliss of man ;'^ and with 
these objects full in view, I pressed forward 
in xny course. One of the proprietors of 
the Water-wdrks, Mr. Bazing of Narrow 
WaU, perceiving the ardour of my spirits, 
knowing that my connexions were exten- 
sive,, and anxious to give every encourage- 
ment in his power, proposed in March, 
1816, to me and my then brother collector, 
Mr. Hailes, the propriety of making use oif 
our connexions by selling coals on commis- 
sion, as. he could, being a coal-merchant, 
make us, as an encouragement, a larger 
allowance than was generally given. To 
this I at first objected, as I knew the allow- 
ance could be but small, the returns uncer- 
tain, and the payments very quick, being 
every two months. However, he persuaded 
me to try it, which I did, and the first coals 
I sent out were on the 30th of March. 

Mr. Reed, sen. having taken bills for his 
stock, which were not duly honoured by 
the parties, they wrote to me, which caused 
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^me Gommunicatioas with Mm; and Stk 
April, Mrs. Reed having had some occasioii 
to write me, stated that her son Andrew 
was married on the 9th of April, 1816, and 
•ither in her letter, or verbally, communi- 
cated the fact, and, as I had entered into th6 
coal trade, it was very probable he would 
want some. 

About this time I watted upon hifti, but 
he was either at Brighton or Margate, and 
in consequence I wrote to him. I had then 
commenced a correspondence with thie lad^ 
of whom this fictitious writer has given a 
description in Vol. ii. of <* No Fiction,'* and 
suspect that I then wrote him some particu- 
lars of that affair, with all the ardency of 
which my mind is susceptible ; from which 
statement, and from what passed at an inter* 
view afterwards, he has drawn the picture. 
Of the contents of this letter I have no copy 
or distinct recollection, nor had I the most 
distant anticipation of seeing it exhibited 
to the world. I am satisfied it mu^t have 
been about this time I wrote, as I find, by a 
reference to the coal account, that on the 
22d of April, 1816, I entered to him, as^ 
delivered, five chaldron of coals. 

As this courtship affair has made a con- 
siderable impression, and the lady alluded to 
has been arraigned and condemned by some 
for her precipitancy and want of feeling, for 
turning me off so abruptly, and applauded 
py others for having treated i>»e according 
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fny deserts, for my attempt to deceive 
and her grandmother ; spd as poor 
^U9 comes in on this, as on most other 
uoQS, for a portion of the reader's indig« 
IfHion, accused by the grandmother for 
Wieeeiving Mcwi/* and " being much to 
mtme .• " * I hope my more aged readers, 
ind my other friends, will excuse me, if I 
Mer more at length into this courtship than 
jHkerwise would have been necessary. For 
ieandidly acknowledge that I am anxious 
jff retain the good graces of my female 
pequ^Dtance, not by flattery and deception, 
llltt)y truth; and I fear I have sunk in the 
Intimation of many of them, by Mr. Reed's 
Jbtitious account of this business. Some of 
Aijr friends may think that this anxiety dis- 
|kys a weakness ; but, if it is considered a 
li^kness, I hope it is weakness that will 

Kease rather than decrease with my years. 
t this reverend gentleman may have no 
kinase for his folly, and to shew I am 
Willing and solicitous that every one should 
know the facts, I shall give the address for 
&e satisfaction of all. 

Having, as already stated, by both my 
situations, come into the receipt of a good 
income, and the prospect of increase from 
the coal trade, and my advance in the public 
office, I was satisfied that this year I should 
be relieved from debt, Mr, Reed, sen, being 
the only creditor I then or ever had, 

• « No Fi«Uon,^» Vol. iL pp. 36—89. 
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with such afnple means^ I anticipated tk 
possession of domestic joys and comforts 3 
the marriage state. But I determined, be&a 
I made any overtures, I would be free(i| 
the world. Then, and not till then, I rd* 
solved on making the attempt. My solitaij: 
life did not arise either from a pertinacious, 
temper, or from indifference to domestic 
comforts, which I conceived were the only 
solid and lasting sources of ratiojial plea^ 
sure and delight on this side the grave. Bat 
from the inadequacy of my income t| 
provide for the necessary and contingefflf: 
demands of a family, when that period arrii^J 
ed, I determined on selecting one from ttej 
many attracting females to whom I had beetf| 
casually introduced (for I was not so squeam-i 
ish or so vain as to suppose there are but 
few women who would make good wives, 
as the polite author of " No Fiction'^ wishes 
to insinuate.) My plans were governed by 
a prudential concern for the future ; and I 
thought to wait a few months longer, before 
I made the desired attempt. But at the verj 
time /was making my resolves not to swerve 
from my purpose for nearly twelve months, 
my attention was arrested,, and my affections 
were captivated by the charms of a young 
lady, who at once destroyed thera all, and 
made me a ^' willing slave^^ to the shrine o(J 
beauty. The young lady of whom I thusi 
speak was Miss Cook, pf 17, Prospect PlaceJ 
West Square, Lambeth. She livedo with 
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ker gfanclmother, Mrs. Cook, and an uncle 
and aunt of the name of Bartlett, who, with 
their son and Miss Cook^s sister, were dis- 
tinguished by all that kindness and aiTection 
soessemtial to doniestic harmony, and which 
to me was very pleasant and attractive. 

This lady first arrested my attention dur- 
ing my collection for the Water-works, as 
her grandmother's house formed one in my 
district. I met her also at a tea-party ; and 
^r a second interview, her deportment 
and her attractions so powerfully took pos- 
session of my feelings, that I could not resist 
the operation, and I came to the resolution at 
<^cto address her,' which I did on the 4th 
of April, 1816, by letter, similar, no doubt, 
Hi its contents, to those which are usually 
^tten on such occasions. My solicitations 
J^ere accepted, and on the grandmother giv- 
"^l her sanction and approval, my brother, 
f»d my friend, Mr. John Walton, had an 
interview with her on the subject. The 
^niily being acquainted with some of the 
Proprietors of the Water- works, and as they 
l^ved in the very heart of my district col- 
Won, I leave the reader to draw his con- 
^jjjsions, as regards the account in " No 
^ictioHy^^ relative to my conduct^ I soon 
■ecame as one of the family ; and as Mrs.' 
J'^ok had some business of importance in 
hand which required activity, I was happy, 
^^f the sake of the grand-daughter, in ren- 
^^^ing my advice and assistance. But so 
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iar was from biding any thing from the 
family, that I absolutely even mentioned, to 
Miss Cook^s uncle, Mr. Bartlett, only a few 
days after the first interview, and after the 
receipt of her answer to my letter, what I 
had no occasion to do, that I was iridebted 
C^um of money to old Mr. Seed; and I 
willingly refer any person to him for the 
truth of my assertion. 

I was now more than ever prudent in my 
expenditure ; my exertions were increased f 
and shortly afterwards, as an encouragement 
with that of my colleague, we had a dona-* 
tion presented, besides a permanent additioa 
of 25 per cent, per centage granted without 
solicitation by the proprietors of the Water- 
works ; and in addition I sold a quantity of 
coals, so that in July, 1816, I paid the inn 
tirest of the money I was indebted to Mr. 
Reed, and paid ^50 off the account. Thi» 
was not required ; but I mention it (and I 
appeal to the old people in confirmation of 
the fact) to shew with what disingenuous- 
ness the young novelist had attempted to 
degrade me in the eyes of the world. It is 
the more grievous as, at the very time 
alluded to, his parents were corresponding 
with me, and advising and asking my aid 
on their business (which he ought to have 
attended to himself,) as the following letter 
from his father and mother will verii^. 
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July S5, 1816. 
• My Dear B. 

Once more I trouble you with the 
lubstanee of a note just received from Har^ 
rard, " in reply to your favour of the 16th, 
fts I cannot make the sacrifice you require, 
I beg to propose our cancelling the lease, 
on your giving my account credit for ^200. 
When I shall immediately become your 
tenant at will; in which case, Mr. Harrison 
bebg exonerated, I have no objection to 
ji?e you a warrant of attorney for the rest." 

Sndretv thinks it not worth a reply ; but 
yottr thoughts upon ity and any interference 
jou may think. best, will very much oblige 
tts; as my dear Mr. R. since his illness, has 
»o" memory, nor hardly any powers for 
iclion, and as no one can tell so much nor 
*> ioell about it as you. 

We both join in very kind love and ardent 
prayers, especially for your best interest, 
^d remain, 

Your much obliged friends, 

A. M. Reed. 

* 

N. B. Perhaps you will let us hear from 
WBee you, or specify where and when my 
dear can best see you. 

« 

Prom the time I commenced my courtship 

^ith Miss Cook, until July, I never spent 

^ evening, except at her grandmother's, as 

^^^ scarcely ever visited, although happy 

S3* 
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i» reeeife as many visitors as chose to eomei 
and all my friendsVho had an opportunitsr dt 
seeing and conversing with her, were satis^ 
fied I was making no sacrijficef but rather 
was in enviable and happy circum^jtaacet^ 
ia meeting with such a lady, who. by tha 
acoompfishments of music and a good eduea» 
tion, by personal charms and by simplicity^ 
and kindness, was in herself amusement^ joy* 
and delight 

In July the family removed to a cottage 
^t Mill Green, Ingatestone ; which removal 
shook me to my *^ very centre/' as I was 
necessarily deprived of Miss Cook's chew- 
ing society, which in the evening tide sooth-* 
ed the/turmoils of a bustling and an angry 
day, and excited such ardour in busineteanid 
vigour in conduct, that I might sooner ba 
enabled to call ^^her my own," that tima 
itself appeared, on some occasions, to stand 
3till, and at others,, the globe to revolve for 
me; as in my labours there was no pain^ 
add in my fatigues nothing but joy. How* 
ever, I went to their abode as often as I 
could ; which interviews still kept my ardent 
spirits on the alert, and begat an incr^»ed 
energy to make preparations to accomplidi 
the object "so sdevoutly to be wished,'* 
which consummation I intended to be early 
in i817. 

My avocations at this time, united with 
business for other persons, were so multifa« 
rious and perplexing, that even so early as the 



nmth of AugQst in this year, saveral^f my 
Wends became apprehensive for my health; 
p they not only were aware of the unac*- 
HBntaUe exertions I underweat, which 
lipeared to them almost more than a humaa 
puigeould sustain^ but knew that the houni 
I devoted to rest, were not even sufficient 
}k the resuscitation of a. body » which in the 
iff had moved with the steadiness and paoe 
of a pack-horse. 

I^Without stating the nature of their ap^ 
jffihensionSf they reasoned with me on the 
fispriety of relinquishing some of my pur* 
puts. To persuade me to withdraw my 
Wdour from any one of them while contin- 
ibg the engagement, they knew would be 
Iwdess* Their suggestions I treated wit^ 
lldifference ; but on a repetition of their en<* 
iKaties, and to satisfy aqd allay the fears of 
liends who were earnest in their assiduities 
taly for my good, I agreed to relinquish 
|iy attention to the coal trade ; and devote 
^ time entirely to my official employ, and 
liy duty a» Collector to the Water- works; 
Iner which, in the beginning of September, 
I took a voyage to Margate, at which place 
was my firiead John Walton ; and at Rams- 

Ste I spent a week with the mother and 
ends of Mrs. Barnett ; which journey re* 
lieved my burdened mind, and recruited my 
health for a time. 

I was induced the more readily to give up 
my (^.tentioa to the coal trade, as, from the 
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low tate I was selUfng, eharging them onljl 
as vended to me, and instead of putting oa 
an extra shilling or two, which is a common 
practice, I Was satisfied with the small alk>W'» 
anee from the merchant, on the aggregate* 
But the readiness with which I relinquished 
the coal trade, arose principally from tbi 
difficulty I found in getting in the money. 
As I bought, so I sold for two months; but 
although it was necessary I should be ready 
to make good my payments, my debt^n 
were more ready with their orders than tbei^. 
t^ash. But I think the reader will be asion* 
ished when' I acquaint him, that my most 
inveterate, tardy and imperious debtor, wa^ 
a particular friend of mine, and one whe 
acknowledged he was under irreparable obli- 
gations to me. Perhaps they will say^ ^ Sure- 
ly it must be Wallis, Deacon^ Wilsonf m 
John Graham;^ but, alas! thou art mis- 
taken ; it was,^ — do not startle, — it was Doua- 
XAs ! ! ! That the reader may see I haveybc^l 
to allay his astonishment, tvritten fact^^ 
which are better than false assertions, though 
made by a popular, high Calvinistic and 
supralapsarian preacher, I shall publish a 
short letter from Douglas, dated die 1th of 
August J 1816 ; at the very time when hit 
is stating me in " No Fiction," as dunned to 
death by my creditors, and so embarrassed 
that I committed felony to cover my dejp- 
ciencieSf and when I was detected, abscond- 
ing and crossing the Atlantic, that I might 
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mi he brought to eondign punishment; and 
to prevent being transported for life, if I 
eould have procured friends to get the min« 
bters of state to comnuate the punishment 
of death for transportation. This is ^^ No 
Ficiianf^' for the reader may be satisfied by 
toy of his friends, learned in the law, if he 
does not know it already, that ^ith the fol« 
lomng crime Mr. Reed charges me, (un- 
^sUy so, it is true,) *^ •& small bill became 
iucy which he was obliged to take up ; 
mi not having sufficient cash of his oum^ 
ht borrowed a small sum from his agency 
itecounty to meet the emergency. The sumt 
nums (to balance and present his accounts 
connected with the agency y) he had receive 
tdi there/ore literally confounded him. Jie 
te could not pass his accounts properly J'^^ 
Was made rkATH, without benefit qf clergy^ 
toing the reign of our late excellent and 
generous king. This letter will also sub* 
vtantiate the truth of his statement in *^ No 
Fiction,'* Vol. ii. p. 52, where he say», 
*\Douglas had not heard from Lefevre 
since the interview which has been notic* 
^d;" which, according to his account must 
be false, as he says, p. 34, ^< The following 
day (after that interview,) Lefevre had set 
fcpart for a visit to Miss D. ;" at which visit 
»y letters, &c. were returned to me, p. 36 ; 
^Mch, according to his own account, was 

• No FictioD, Vol. ii. pp. 48 -4S. 
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-Bionths before that night allacled to. Ik 
fact, the interview was about a month before 
the receipt of it, of which, his letter gives 
internal evidence, as he begins by saying, 
" Your speaking so carelessly about the 
settlement of the little account.^' 

The facts are these, Mr. Reed's account 
was due in June ; in July I waited upon 
him with it ; (when I told him some particu- 
lars of my courtship, my prospects, and m7 
determination of marrying, &c. on which 
day I believe my friend, Mr. John Walton, 
lent me his horse to ride on to Ingatestone ;l. 
but as he said he was short of money ^ I did 
not particularly press him for it, and ^^^ it 
might stand over. At that time I bad a 
superabundance of cash, for on settling oor 
quarterly account on the 8th of July, I find 
by a reference to my memorandum book of 
that date, that I left a balance of ^869. W- 
10^. in Mr. Nelthorp's hands, it being m 
overplus of my commission account for the 
quarter ending the 25th of June ; and that oq 
the 13th of July, when I received my quar- 
ter's salary from my public situation, I put 
into his hands d830. more, and afterwards 
two additional small sums ; the whole of 
which balance I did not draw out of bis 
hands until I was about to settle the whole 
of my account in the coal business. But 
when I had come to the determination of 
relinquishing the coal concern, I of course 
wrote to Mr. Reed for his account, which 
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^w overdue nearly two months ; and whic& 
m-payment, eat up, by common interest, 
portion of my projfits. The following, 
irbatim, is the answer to my application. 

Cannon l^treet Raadj 
August 7, 1816. 
Bear Barnett, 

Your speaking so carelessly 
about the settlement of the little account, 
miuced me to direct the same another way, 
80 that I am sorry to sayyjtist noWy it is 
not in m,y power to meet your reqtiest. 
Shortly I hope to accomplish it. . 

Yours, MOST TRULY, 

Andrew Reed. 

It is not merely to shew the contradic- 
tion between this letter^ and his Jictitiotts 
account of that period, that I print this note, 
but to inform the reader, that in consequence 
of this epistle, some very sharp letters pass- 
ed between us ; so that the correspondence 
was carried on till the latter end of Sep- 
tember or the beginning of October, when 
battering him, I got the amount of my 
\>Ul, which was between £}5 and ^16. His 
other letters I cannot find^ but I recollect 
they made a very powerful impression on 
my mind, which in some measure accounts 
for my going to him in a state of derange- 
nient on Nov. 11th following, in the dead 
of the night ; very probabjy in a most awful 
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state; for he says himself, my ^^ whale boJJi 
was in a state of extreme a^itationy^ aa( 
that ^^ Douglas questioned his safety ii 
my presence.^'* 

As this reverend gentleman has got d 
my letters f perhaps he sliewed some of then: 
at that period to his church junto ; (he hii 
only one or two regular deacons, his churcl 
being managed by a committee, at whici 
he presides, a ^^thorough-paced non-con, no: 
a Methodist, not a Presbyterian, not a uojy 
XRN Dissenter, but a Dissenter of tk 
I6th century y'^ as he calls himself to m 
in Nov. 1810.) As a proof that I was in 
want of money at that period, which, with- 
out telling them it was an application foi 
what he owed me, they might consider it as 
a ^^fuU justification'' of the account their 
revered pastor has given of the period allud- 
ed to. But the candid and unbiassed reader^ 
I think, will admit that this answer to me, 
when I made application for money due, 
and which was over due nearly two months ^ 
does not give a very strong evidence ofit% 
or that he was '< the most excellent and 
noble offriendsy^ as he himself makes mi 
to say of him, Vol. i. p. 237, " No Fiction;" 
nor was it very just in him, *' to direct thi 
sum another way^^ which was due to me^ 
And taking into consideration that I hail 
toluntarily paid his father JB50, off my debt 

• " No FictioD,'* vol. it p. 5$. 



277 

«bout' three weeks before this applicatioo, 
'which he knew and highly mplauded, and 
that I now wrote to him for his account ; as 
I wanted to close the coal business, intended 
with a view to the settlement of all accounts ; 
eommon ciTility^ to say nothing of friend- 
fhip^ required a different letter ; in the «b- 
tence of a sufficiency of cash, he might have 
procured the money from some of his wealthy,, 
friends, and offered to render me any further 
assistance. And suppose, for argument sake, 
We admit the truth of his fiction^ that at 
that time I was harassed by my creditors ; 
what can his friends say to him for with- 
liokiing money which he himself was m- 
dtbted to me ? 

Although Mr. Reed was backward in his 
|toyment, as well as some others, (two of the 
accounts I did not get until 1819, the year 
after ,my return to IJngland,) yet, having a 
sufficiency of money of my own at command, 
fod having fully determined on relinquish- 
ing: the coal trade, I requested Mr. Bazing's 
derk to make up the account, and I paid 
kirn every farthing. To Mr. Bazing, who 
then was a coal-merchant, as well as a pror 
pfietor of the Lambeth Water-works, I 
^diiy refer any one who doubts the asser- 
tion. 

It will be naturally supposed, that thei 

^ndonment of the coal trade would relieve 

^ mind like mine, which was always agitat- 

^ by a pressure of business ; however, my 

24 



278 

mind was overwhelmed with grief, arising 
from a yariefy of causes^ about this period. 
One arose from a little misunderstanding 
which took place between Mrs. Cook, the 
grandmother of Miss Cook, and myself, 
with which Miss Cook had nothing to do, 
and which, although it caused a temporary 
cessation of my correspondence, and it would 
only have been a cessation^ had it not been 
for my unfortunate malady, which took place 
shortly afterward* : the best evidence of 
which, I imagine, is, that she never sent 
one of mi/ letters back ; and that her uncle 
Mr. Bartlett came from Ingatestone to see 
me in January, 1817, at my brother's in 
Spring Gardens, when I was ill. To Mrs. 
Cook of 17, Prospect Place, West Square, 
Lambeth, who has now returned with her 
amiable family from her house in Mill Green, 
to that abode ; to Miss Cook's uncle and aunt, 
Mr, and Mrs. Bartlett, I willingly refer the 
public to ascertain the truth of my charge, 
even in this business, against this young 
novelist, o^^ gross andinfamotts falsehoods ; 
and as it regards the truth of my statement 
and my conduct to them. As collateral con- 
tradiction, I quote extracts from two letters; 
one from Mrs. Cook, the grandmother, dated 
August 6, 1816; and the other from her 
son-in-law, Mr. Bartlett, October 21, 1816, 
only twenty days before I was taken ill, 
and, in a state of derangement went to Mr. 
Reed's house, 
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Mr. Barnett, 

Lambeth Water-works, 
Blackfriar's Road, London. 

August 6, 1816, 
Mill Chreen Cottage^ Ingatestone^ Essex. 

My Dear Friend, 

I rather think the Mn Drew^ 
afe in the country, I know they go every 
summer, therefore I will not trouble you at 
present The young people have received 
the parcel, and are very much obliged to 
you for the trouble you have taken. They 
approve of your choice greatly. Of course 
you will hear from Henney. 
' I have got a charming donkey, that will 
wiag me to London, dr any distance I may 
want to go. Already my carriage has saved 
tfee expense of bringing the sugar, which 
''^ould have been three or four shillings, so 
fct, in time, I shall feel the good of all my 
purchases. The sugar is very good ; I thank 
you for getting it. James was here yester- 
%, he mentioned you weire ill, I sincere- 
Jy hope this will meet you better. We all 
unite in kind regards, and* shall be Very 
happy when you can make it convenient to 
^me down. God bless you. 
Ever believe me, 

Your truly sincere friend, 

R. Cook. 

The letter of Mr. Bartlett being of a pri- 
^te. nature, I sbsdl not print it, but only 
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just refer to it, to shew that I was lieith^r 
turned off ^ as Douglas Reed represents me; 
nor treated any otherwise than with th^ 
greatest esteem* 

To Mr. Baknbtt* 

Ingatestoney 
October 21, 1816. 
Dear Sir, 
I received your letter enclosiug— . 
I am requested by my mother, (». e. Mrs. 
Cook,) to say she is much ohliged to you* 

You will oblige her by returning -— by 

return of post. 

I remain yours, &c. 
W11.LIAM Bartlett. 

I have thought it necessary to make these 
references, to shew that I am willing every 
person should have an opportunity of satisfy- 
ing their curiosity, of the accuracy of my 
statements, and of the falsity of Mr. Reed. 

About this time my mind was dwelling 
on the charge alluded to ; and as I now had 
lost the soothing society of Miss Cook, it 
operated so powerfully, that derangement 
ensued, on the llth of November, 1815. 
Yet there was nothing either in my afiairs, 
in my connexions at the public office to 
which I belonged, or at the Water-works, 
that gave me uneasiness ; or that could have 
brought on so awful a calamity as that with 
wh'ich I was afflicted. At the office, I had^ 
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©n the first of October, 1816, completed my 
15th year, which, according to the regulations 
of oi&ce, entitled me to an advance of salary, 
by length of service, of above one half, in 
addition to my then income, and which I 
should have received the following year. 
And I retained the confidence of my aupe* 
riors up to the day of my affliction ; nor had 
I cither then or before received any message, 
»y written or verbal communication of dis- 
>)^)robation ; and indeed how could I ?. for 
I performed my duty honourably and justly 
tip t® the very day ; and my character during 
the whole time 1 was there, was not only 
nnimpeachable, but insured me the approba- 
tion of all, as will be seen by a letter from 
the principal of the office, which "will be 
fBblished in the proper place, and which 
^11 put it beyond contradiction. 

At the Water-works, it so providentially 
Iwppened, tiiat the very week before I was 
^en ill, I had overpaid my accounts. And 
I say providentially, for in nothing does 
providence more display itself, than in caus- 
ing circumstances so to operate, that the in- 
^Ifoceht shall have the most ample means of 
justifying themselves from false and un- 
bonded chains. Another providential cir- 
cumstance Was, that on the very day when 
settling our weekly collection, Mr. Nelthorp 
'parked to me^ as a very extraordinary/ 
^neidencCf that on that day, November the 
^^; 1816^ a week before I was taken ill^ the 
«4* 
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gross amount of my collection from the f^ 
of September to that day, was withio 
shilliogs and sixpence of my brother c 
tor. And this he mentioned to me, ii 
probation ef my exertions, as well as a ii^ 
markable occurrence. /i 

In the account, given of this time, pp« tf 
—48. Vol. ii. " No Fiction,'^ the Rev. A# 
drew Reed, charges me with felony dk 
This 'Charge was alluded to in my electi 
as assistant se«l*etary to the London Or] ' 
Asylum, in November, 1819. It was 
brought against me in conversation, by 
of the Socinians at Portsea, in April, 1 
and that it is fairly drawn from , ^< No Ii 
tion,'' the following quotation will 
" At length Lefevre is drawn into the 
tex of folly ; one of the early fruits of w 
is a removal from Mr. Russell's house, 
falls into expensive habits, contracts debti^ 
and worst of all ^ is induced to apply nmtf 
intrusted to him for other purposa^^ 
satisfy the importunities of his cr«ditor8.*^| 
But the Rey. Andrew Reed, in Octoixr, 
1822, in his threatening letter to me, sajfs, 
I am ^^ worse f much morse^^ than Lefevre; 
telling me in that letter, that he has '^the 
means of full justification in his hands," aol 
that up to the' present period I have beei 

* See Review of No Fiction ; and Threatening Let 
ter from Douglas lo Lefevre, in "The Portsmoutl^ 
Portf ea ftnd 6o«port Litei'ary and Scientific Register' 
fa D^cernber last, p. 1 59. 

; 
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0pmmuting felony ; but, that itiattempir 
pi to prove the fabrications of ^< No Fie- 
6on/' it will become hi« "public duty/'* 
ka shew that it was out of compassion to me, 
ke had " lowered'^ and smoothed dowit the 
-nost villanous parts of " No Fiction.^' 
fie also says, (thinking that the public could 
ilMirdly believe I was so bad as he had re«> 
iRBseatad me,) " Be it suflScieni then to 
llatey that wherever they exists (speaking 
wd any liberties he mischt suppose the pub* 
mk would think he had taken with my char^ 
mter,) they are not of an e;icaggerating 
jAaracter. The truth is often lowered 
-iaiher than heightened :^^t and that the 
^Uic may put the most implicit confidence 
ta his statement, he has himself put the 
word exaggerating, in italics. 

Taking all ithese circumstances into coo^ 
«ideraticn, I trust the reader will bear with 
ae in stating some particulars which othei^ 
wise would be supposed trivial and U7iinr 
ieresting. To any of the proprietors of the 
Lambeth Water- works, and to Mr. Nelthorp 
their secretary, I williagly refer the public 
as it regards the genuineness of the docu* 
ments, and the truth of my statements; and 
when the public have read and compared 
them with the statements in " No Fiction,'' 
Vol. ii/pp. 47 — 50, I think they will give 
me credit for Christian forbearance^ in not 

* Tbreat^Ding Letter, pp. 2. 4. 
t ^tbiwe to No Fictiop, p, 9» 
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bavtflg, ere this, brought this reverend tH 
lumniator to account for his conduct befof^ 
a jury of his country. 

That the public may fully comprehend th| 
^documents which I shall print in the RevM 
of " No Fiction/' in contradiction of tMi 
felonious charge, and other charges, they 
should be informed, that it was regulated bf 
the Board of the Lambeth Water-workai 
that each collector should check all his re^ 
ceipts with the secretary every week, (whiA 
had previously been countersigned and mm 
bered by him,) and pay the whole oi tl» 
amount collected into the bankers do that 
day, and that at every Board Meeting,^ wbkhi 
was once a fortnignt, a list containing a copfi 
of th0 counterparts of the receipts, so checks 
ed, should be laid on their table ; and tMl 
on each Quarter-day the colleetors should b« 
paid their per centage, but should tbtjf i» 
the interim J want any sum on accowt of 
per cents^e, they might have it by applyiog 
to the secretary. To shew that this situatiot 
was one of responsibility and respectability 
the public should be also informed,' that xaj 
brother and my friend, Mr. John Widton, 
jointly and separately gave bdnd for me for 
two thousand pouiids. 

According to the regulations, the day I 
was taken ill was my settling day, as the 
4th of November was the last time I hw 
settled with the secretary, yel, even on that 
day I had i>rooeeded with my ceUeetioOj^ 
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ni In the evening I performed my duty at 

7 official situation. * 

To attempt a detail of what transpired 
fhat nii^ht and since, up to the period of 
lay last, during my different illnesses. 
Would astonish the readei", and misht excite 
in him sympathy, hut it could be of no ad* 
wntage. However, I may generally state^ 
from that period until after that event, I cod- 
flidered myself at one time as bein^ oppress* 
id and driven by visions and spirits the most 
hrrible, unaccountable and incredible ; and 
pother times attracted by pleasing and de« 
%ktful appearances, as was the case the first 
tight of my illness. I perfectly recollect on 
4at night, November ilth, 1816, 1 thought 
I was directed and guided to the house of the 
*ev, Andrew Reed, by the chiming of the 
^t delightful bells, and pleasing sensa- 
^Qs ; and remember saying to him imme- 
I lately, after I saw him, something about 

Citing his pnlpit to preach in. After this 
J, similar conversation, my recollection 
biled, and on awaking in the morning, I 
fcund myself in a strange bed, with some 
of my clothes on, and could hardly bring 
^ ray remembrance any thing of the past 
*^ight. Early in the morning I proceeded 
to my oflSce, went on with my duty, though I 
jwinot recollect whether I finished it or hot, 
out I do remember I thought I was then fol- 
lowed by an innumerable host of spirits, 
•onetimes audibly exclaiming, Hwas repro- 
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bftted, or cast off from God, of that I h 
denied his existence. Such visions, or ideal 
sounds, which are real, at least,. to the dis 
eased imagination, followed me through all 
the illness, at my brother's house, at my de- 
parture, and subsequently on my entering 
the army. At this period I considered my- 
self under the full operation of a ^blo 
spiritual agency, or under tke in^uence of 
properties beyond matter, doubtless inyste^ 
rious, and which none but the afflicted can 
describe, no reasoning of the philosopher 
cdn detect, and no physical causes can suffix 
ciently unfold. 

Those persons who haye never been thus 
afflicted, cannot fully describe the terrors 
which arise in the mind from the privatioi^ 
of reason, or the miseries resulting; from t 
disordered imagination ; some may treat 
such aberrations with levity, indifferencer 
and ridicule. Yet I can scarcely believe, 
that there is another individual in existence, 
or at least, any Christian minister except the 
Rev. Andrew Reed, who would take advan- 
tage of such melancholy aberrations to make 
a tale— to excite popularity — to gratify the 
feelings of pride and vanity — and above all, 
to inci'ease his own property, or put money 
into the pocket of himself and his publisher. 
But from such aberrations, are the dari 
shades of the character of Le/evre drawn ifl 
the pages of « No Fiction," and such the 
means which the author adoptedi to giv< 
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lolouring to his work. Let us however pr6* 
eeed in the narrative. - 

Being deprived of my reason^ and attend- 
ed by three medical gentlemen, the public 
mast be aware it is utterly impossible for 
Ibe to give a full account of what occurred 
It that period. For it is well known that 
the subject so afflicted, is hy the deprivation 
of reason, rendered not only incapable of 
idling rightly, but generally judges falsely, 
t is therefore impossible for me to contradict 
"e statement of Mr. Reed as it regards what 

said to him in the interview alluded to. 
There is, however, abundant testimony to 
contradict other charges brought against me^ 
ind also of the. account of the interview and 
iialogue as given by him, from p. 53, Vol. 
I^to the end of that chapter; I shall refer 
Sy readers to this contradictory evidencey 
leaving them from that to judge of the pro- 
priety of giving credence to him, where he 
wew I had no evidence to contradict his 
Elements. 

In the conclusion of the chapter some 
^^^y illiberal and uniya^rran table remarks are 
^ade, not only on me, but also on my 
brother, to which I shall reserve my obser- 
^atioQs, to the Review that will follow.* 
, Bowever, it will be necessary I should 
pve a short account here. 

On the day I was taken ill, I was attend- 
^ by my own surgeon, Mr. Sibree, of. 
(Charlotte Street, Blackfriar's Road.; aod^ 
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(as Mr. Warburton's letter will shew id tl 
Review,) afterwards by my brother's su 
geoo, Mr. Johnson, and Dr. Maton. 

My brother was anremitting in his attei 
tions, sending n>essagesi>DCe or twice a daj 
t^esides cdling upon vne himself. My med 
cal attendants proposed a removal, wit 
which he immediately complied. 

In the course of a week I was removed 1 
my brother's, therefore, chap, xxiii. p. 71 
'continues the fictitious narrative until ths 
'toeriod. After I was removed from Mi 
Warburton's to my brother's, he endeavoai 
«ed to do every thing to rouse, me from thi 
low and desponding state, and had writtei 
to -my mother when I was taken ill. M; 
motlier, who blamed herself for hot coming 
to town at the illness of my brother Wiliiaw 
set off immediately, and on my arrival, wm 
at my brother's, the Spring Gardens Hotel 
and in the evening, when he thought 1 was 
well enough to bear it, introduced her t( 
me, which was on the 16th or 17th of N^ 
Tember. During the time I was ill at Mt 
Warburton's, two of my brother's servant 
sat up with me each night, and he sent roes 
-sages almost every hour in the day. Hi 
attent^n to me now was unceasing, and loi 
mother, medical attendants and frien^ 
united with him in endeavouring to resU 
me to my proper statfe and feelings. Bu| 
/Was then enveloped in deep melanch( 
-mid tllought I was stilL visited by drea( 







and that now thej appeared to 

*Mocality and plac^/* and in »ddi*« 
Jifid the ppwerofcommunieatingsoundS;! 
kprrid and corroding, giving me an acc^uof 

ry piist illness, which I thought had been 
rapn^ths ; and thus was my oblivioi^ 
r'ltence set before me in a most awful light 
&ct, so powerfully was I at that period 
' der satanie influence^ that sooner than go 
either of my situations, I determined on 
^-destruction, and till an opportunity oc*> 
d to accomplish it, I cherished 



-loathed melanchdlj 



Slygian cave forlorn, 

li^t horrid $haptt^ and tkrieks^ und aigkU vnholy,^^ 

To remove this melancholy, every means 
adopted that kindness could suggest, or 
n dictate. ,Mr. Nelthorp, secretary of 
Water-works frequently sent messages, 
i called upon me, entreating me to return 
Jp my collecting, My brother officers in 
"e other department, exhibited the like 
iodness and attentions, and the gentlemen 
tt the head of the department wrote also to 
:iay brother to the same effect. But all these 
•only aggravated my delusion and left me in 
the same miserable and forlorn condition. 
fMy brother and mother also entreated to 
Iknovr if there was any concealed cause of 
this melancholy and despondency. To these 
I made no reply; but every night %ippeared 
2J5 
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to nie as the last, as if my doom was fixed^ 
and my mis^y eternal. A cause was latent, 
but that cause I feared, I could not^ I dare 
iiot reveal. 

The Calvinistic sentiments now held me 
in the greatest bondage ; these I held fast, 
and resolved the whole into the Divine 
Sovereignty. It was unnecessary to keep 
religious books out of my way, (** No 
Fiction," Vol. ii. p. 69,) for I should not 
have read amidst the greatest abundance ; 
neither would I pray, or go to a place of 
worship, if all London had been given to me 
as a recompense. My brother and mother, 
also, instead of preventing me, offered to 
attend, if I would accompany them to hear 
the Rev. Jabez Bunting, but I would not. 
When my mother returned, she expressed a 
wish that I had been there, for Mr. B. 
preached an excellent sermon from the fol- 
lowing text : ^^ If any man love not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Jinathema^ 
Maranatha,^^ But this sermon, I silently 
replied, had I heard it, would only have 
increased my damnation. But since my 
reason has returned, I heard the same ser- 
mon by the same preacher, tit the Methodist 
Chapel^ St. George's in the East, in 1822, 
which was a high gratification, a pleasure I 
had often desired. 

Confirmed as I then was, in the secret 
determkiation of self-destruction, my mind 
had become reduced, and I; felt as if deprived 







,:Mto power of locomotioa or of yolontary 
^OQ, and remained in this painful state 
Saturday the 28th of DeceAiber. For 
weeks I had left my duties ; my mother 
was ia constai^t attendance, and. sleeping evea 
«l the saofie room. 

^t was then thou^t necessary some power- 
IfU efibrt should be made to awaken my* 
l^por^ or rouse my energies. With this 

few I was informed the proprietors of the 
^ater-works wished to see me ; and it was 
te)posed I should attend on this day^ Satur- 
my, December 28th. To this proposition J. 
^iparently agreed, but had. previously de- 
i^nained on the contrary, and had fully 
liade up my mind Men, that I would destroy 
^yseU, At the time appointed, I left my 
fapther's house professedly to go to the 
Ibter-works ; instead of this, however, I 
l^nt to an inn, where I remained until the 
illeBing. On leaving, I determined to throw 
iftyfielf off London Bridge, bat I had not 
fiipceeded far, before the heavens displayed 
(either it really was so, or I imagined so,) 
m terrific an appearance, united with the 
<* whirl wind^s hollow sound,'' that I then 
desisted, took au coach, and proceeded to 
l^eptibrd, where* slept The next morning 
I went to Woolwich, fully bent on my horri- 
ble purpose; but happening to meet with a 
person that day, who knew me, I again 
hesitated ; and thus in a state of indecision I 
wandered about several days and nights^ in 
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lAe nights dtxritifg tttfs int^^mmt siSisMt 
Uleeping in the open air; and my d*ys With 
out food ; mor^ from a fear of being disteO' 
Vered, than from waiit of mottey. fiut Whiifl 
I appeared most afraid of, tv^as, that If 1 
attempted to destroy myself, I ^hotaid ^nol 
tfffectUall^ complete mf destruatioh, Whici 
1 thought would be a disgrace to rae. 

I 'cannot foi*bi^ar relating, thM *t thi 
Hiom'^Tit when I Was ibout attfeAipttng it 
'drown myself ih apond near WelKng iti 
Kentj that f imagined I heah! severs! TOici^ 
distinctly i^peakin^ at the saihi^ tim«, *^ W^ 
isihall call out,'*— " We caft make the peo^l^ 
hear at the house,*'-^" the b6ats shall bt 
Iput out," &:c. I then desisted, md after 
sleeping in the open air that hight, the heart 
■day took the coach for Chatham, where I 
Wiyed on the evening of the 7thof Jafiuary, 
1817, and remained at a house near th6 
Tbridge, With all the deliberate and deter*- 
inined composurb imagitaable, until almt)!^ 
Midnight, with k full intention to coftiplete 
^rrSf diabolical purpose. But When th^ tim6 
afrrived the night becaAie ^imil^r to that d 
'ihe 38th of Deeerhber. I hesitated,— I 
'waiked tb and from R^hester, stiA my 
attention was diverted and art^sted fay hear- 
ing, or thinkingr heard, during the whol6 
'of the hight, a variety of voices singing, at 
;difrereht parts of the towns, someifmes 
hymns and sometimes songs, until the morn- 
ing dawn^dy when I went into another house^ 
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l^ ihrttnritiig togtey tibMe purt of the day, vhHIl 
biabout the remainder^ and then complete my 
4Ndesign iQ the evening. After breakfast I 
p teemed to be ri vetted to the place, and staid 
^ to diiuier. I remained in reflection almost 
^ all the day ; I reverted to my past life ; I re9- 
, sooed on the propriety of suicide, and some- 
times thought I ought not to commit that 
r,;saD. Buf again I thought there was an ex- 
^.cuse ioT committing it, my situation ren- 
.. dered it proper, for if I lived I should only 
«Jie a burden to my friends, and be increasing 
. my doom, by committing more evil, as I 
..m9» one of the reprobate, and '^ mercy 
v^ppeared clean gone. ' Towards the after* 
lOiQoii the landlord shewed me the following 
|: printed notice, and asked me if it did' not 
^ iBfer to me. 

" YOUNG MAN MISSING. 

<< Left his home on Saturday, the 28th of 
December last, a Yovno Man, aged 30. 
•^ years, 5 feet 9 inches high, about 12 stone, of 
, a florid complexion, and very full dark eyes ; 
dress, a aew, browB great coat, black coat 
' and waistcoat, drab cloth small clothes, long 
gaiters and sho^, bis seal and linen marked F. 
B. It is suppol^ a relapse of a recent disor- 
der may prevent the knowledge of his address* 
^^ Any person restoring him to his friends^ 
$6, Spring Gardens, shall receive Five 
I^Qunds reward.^' 
January 7, 1817. 
85* 
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I did fiift d^fty tii^ defi(fti{illiiltiy aM nS^t 
Wrote, ot agreed ht ^hmAA write to mjr 
brother, wfeo arrived next day in a post- 
chaise, in cofnpfany with a friend. My 
feelings on the road home, and afterw»di, 
were 90 extra<>rdihary, that I really did not 
tnow I was in existence, bat atedotely 
thought I t(ras dead, had {iassed into anothar 
slate 6f bein^, and. that other spirits hsd 
now taken (ortm and afipearances stmiUir to 
my brother, Mrs. Barnett, ahd my meAer. 

A day or two after my returti> my Jnothfir 
«ind my brother were again urgent for roe to 
say if any thing was on my mind. Th^ 
offered to send for any person to»c^vewe 
with me; and my brother a^ed me if I 
would see any one. My friends ware 'dl 
anxious to restore my mind to trstaqbiilitjr. 
My quarterns salary was sent mo from my 
ofBcial situatioD. Mr. Nelthorp called and 
'paid me what was due to me for my c6m* 
'mission account, which was, I believe, nearly 
^40. My friend, Mr. John Walton, called 
•upon me, inyited me, and I promised to 
•dine with him ; and about this ttm« the Rev. 
Andrew Reed came, and saw me in lite pW- 
sencB of my mother. He stopped, I thiok, 
about ten minutes, or a ijiliarter ef an hoar,* 
but during the time he remained I do not 
-think we exchanged twenty words> fdt he 
was reading the paper -all the time, and mafti*' 
fested ^reat indifference. All atlt^pti^ how* 
ever were una?aiUng^ 






Bodier i%turn^d to Knaret^orotigh. My 
iM&er and my favolAi^r were pressing; me 
b- diecoiitpttny her ; Ms I d^Hned. But I 
Mid net be pTevailed iMi to ftttend either my 
iffieial tH* colte<!titig dQty. In htt, I was 
fgtam scmk into the depth of melancholy. 
mi now I thought my fHends and civery 
|tobn were tftmed against me ; and d)^t all 
IftnY kindness and pretended attention was 
^\y iBsumed. In this state I remained for 
mme time ; but after sevieral importunities I 
bit word to the official ^tuation I filled, 
Dm I would resume my duties on a certain 
1^. When I sent that word it was my 
Attention to have fulfilled it; but on that 
^y da^ ^y mind was so overwhelmed 
^tilh gloom, that I determined, sooner than 
Ml, to submit to any thing. Dreading fur- 
illr remarks and entreaties, I left my bro- 
Ihr's house again, not knowing where I was 
|riAg. However, fits I had plenty of money 
i^ should think between fifty and sixty 

Cndsy) I went from London to Staines; 
•e I stopped a dny oi* two ; from thence 
WParniiam in Surrey, thence to Winchester, 
M ttien returned to Farnhdto, where I 
tvmained some time. 

To enti^r into a detail of my feeliilgs and 

eondtfct during that period, would neither 

WiateMistiiig nor<impmving to th^ reader ; 

I yet I i»ught to fttate that during all this 

I Jlriod, I was labouring under tiie strange, 

■ ■ ■ 
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"iMit I beltere too eommoa difluskihi, Afefe aS 
that bad been done for me, and what I haid 
aufiered, was not at all necessu'y, and ths^ ] 
had been treated yety ill. Under this fill] 
impression, and after having nearly ex- 
hausted all my money, with a &1I resoIti^OG 
not to make myself known, I ^eteroiioed 
on leaving my country, in the hope of yet 
getting forward in a foreign knd. With 
this view I entered the' army, intending, by 
procuring extra employ by writing, by 
which I could save suffici^at money to pm*- 
chase my discharge in Canada, whicli- I 
supposed I should soon be able to do, aa I 
understood that good penmen were very 
scarce in Quebec. 

All my views appeared now to have taken 
a different direction. My mind seemed to 
have gained, not its usual, but a di£ferent 
force. I went to the dep6t, Isle of Wigbt, 
and from Cow6s we sailed, in August, Idl?, 
for Canada. In the vessel which carried the 
detachment, were nearly two hundred emi- 
grant Germans. 

The reader must now view me in a most 
extraordinary and deluded 3ituation. And 
strange as it may appear, I thought myseli 
happier than I had been for years before. 
The variety, diversity and eccentricity of 
character arrested my attention, and g»ve 
a fund of amusement, and my numerous 
engagements fully ocoupied my time* In 
^^ddition to, keeping the aceoanta of the do- 



e steward, with those of his own and tho^ 
the Oerteans* Religion never entered 
y thotightSy and as to my friends, I thought 
iy were glad to be rid of me ; ^ I suppose 
7 think i am de^d ; kt them think so/ I 
d, * periia^s I may live yet to be better 
than some of them.' Amidst thes^ 
thing ireiiections, I looked wistfully and 
oHy at the English shore« As we gently 
ixi steadily receded from it, I bid it a last 
iileftt fiirewell> tiever expecting to see it 
iti \ •but we had n^ sooner rushed into the 
iy ocean, than all my gloom was dis*> 
ed) asid I endeavoured to be reconciled 
p what I considered my lot. While crossing 
wc^erful ocean, no serious or pious 
Ctiens entered my mind; Aor had the 
^^eat deep'' sufficient power to awaken in 
breast any awful thoughts. Respited as 
alined only foi* a short time, liM&fore I 
u^d terminate my career in eternal pun- 
eht. I merely abstained from what I 
bailed gross sins, and complied with those 
t fifiav be accounted more as sins of 
is^ion than coilimis^on. During the. voy* 
;e I never read a chapter of the Bible. For 
jfir^ Hme in my lift I began and did 
iJtoly teafd through a novel-*it was " Tom 
"•lones," with which Iwas very much amused. 
%thii^ cla^ I can assure the reafder that I 
fciive read no more than " Robinsbn Crusoe," 
«Qd th^ ^' Vkar of Wakefield ;" unless th^ 
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historic hovels' off Sir WaUei* Sc0(t e^« 
onder that definition. 

Much conjecture was indulged, and madi 
inquiries made concerning my friends ao^ 
connexion, but them I concealed and aToidf 
by indirect answers ; for my manner, 
habits, and education was at least superia£ 
to them with whom I associated ; and tbiw ; 
we proceeded until we arrived at Queb(^^i 
the account of which place in "No Fictioii,^ 
"Vol. ii. p. 162, is so ridiculous and absui * 
The descriptions in that work are mt 
appropriate to the Mediterranean, than 
Canadian shore, some of which are only, 
figured by their removal from Mrs. RadcIilT^ 
^* Mysteries of Udolpho.*' 

For there are no " villas, and gardens 
its principal inhabitants," and the gay spri| 
day that I first saw it, and the lovely liilJS^ 
clothed with pasturage and wood, are j' 
descriptively correct and as religiously t0ii 
as the beautiful description, in Vol. i. p«..{j 
of the ^^ May primrose, cowslip, and havi 
thorn,'*^ that " collected by the wayside^^ 
and regaled " Douglas, Banks, and mysdi^* 
as we passed through Tottenham." It wai^ 
one of the dreariest days in November thai* 
we landed, and the contrast as great as the ' 
reader can possibly imagine ; from the dark* 
ness of the night to the noontide sun. Ji 
common Gazetteer might have corrected, 
this error, but our young novelists are but, 
ill supplied with geographical knowledge^ 
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^ As 1 was extremely regular in my conduct 
^ring the voyage, correct in keeping the 
* counts, and in aiding the steward in por- 
ning out the rations, as a twelve, instead 
a six weeks* voyage, had rendered a 
Auction in the regular allowance necessary ; 
Vill naturally be supposed, that my cpn- 
ct attracted the attention of the officers, 
fad that a representation of it would be made 
w^ the commanding officer, which was the. 
'**^se, and I recollect him, on the inspectionr 
ly, after our landing, eying and scanning 
b very minutely. One of the officers who 

fetit over with me, and who had the com- 
and of the company to which I belonged, 
nt for me on the following Sunday, stating 
yat the Major had noticed me, and, as my 
duct was so correct, that there was no 
lubt I should soon be promoted, and might 
^k forward to a place of comfort and honour 
ft the army. This gentleman was Mr. Hatch- 
;|jrtl, the son of Mr. Hatchell, the Wexford 
tinker, a worthy, humane and exemplary 
^officer. 

- ' I had not been long at Quebec, before I 
Secame in great requisition for writing let- 
ters for the poor men in our regiment, and 
^at of the 60th, who, as well as the non- 
commissioned officers, were dreadfully at a 
loss to make out their reports and accounts^ 
being nearly the whole of them foreigners, 
Dfiring the whole of my life I do not recol- 
lect that I ever felt so much solid satisfac^ 
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tion as I did for the firft And^secoQd motttlM 
after my airiyal. The poor aoldieFs proi«i0| 
oudiy were obliged to pay sixpence for 
writing of a ietter; but bow I reduced .1 
price to one penny^ and found paper, 
and wax; and thia I was enabM io do, 
haring tnoney, I purchased wholesale in .tilUfi 
town. This gave great disoonteoil to tlMMK 
mercenary scribblers^ (for there are mereSf 
tiary scribblers in the army^ as well li^ 
among Dissenting TininisterSy) who I ill JiH 
mean advantage of the necessities of liijl 
poor, and are enraged at every one wha^^fMI 
not unite in perpetrating their opi 
conduct; and^ as these envious amd 
ricious writers were employed in the 
mental orderly room, and had great ini 
ence with the non-commissioned officers^ aiA^ 
conduct and motives were misrepreseatig^^ 
and extra duty apportioned to me asifdMk 
aome other cause. I soon, however, b«iinlil| 
acquainted with the cause of disapprobati4i| 
and dealt out a death-like blow to these pli|; 
troons. I found that those non-commissicifi^, 
ed officers^ (in general the best soldiers,) vg^ 
could not write, paid these gentlemen haij^ 
a-crown a hundred for preparing their 
scrips of duty ; I reduced the price to.-' 
quarter-dollar (la. 3d.) at onoe, and afti 
wards to one shilling, doing, for those 
employed me, other writing ; such as takit 
a copy 6f the daily reports, &c. into the h\ 
gain ; so that I became a mooopoiiat^ 
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tediO'tlMifboaoaif of'theiie UtHe gieat 
mn^ AS ' ixMich eavy^ as exists in some of 
fnr ioferior nierehiBuits to the r great conti- 
Wental mdnopoUats : 'but my m6iiopQly was 
%Sit t>f duly and n^t of wealth* Some of 
wanted to lay down r^julatians, that 

should. not work mider a certain price; 
tih^tioh conditions I would not subscribe : 
hw98 determUi^d to follow- the operations 
af my feelings, and as I had begun so to 
iBRtinue. By this omidi&et I gained tlie 
#rteefn of some of the Don-itommissioned 
0bstf9P9f in others it generated the latent 
Mings of envy, so that my motives were 
fiestiofied, and my conduct misrepresented. 
•» i tiad not been long at Quebec, before I 
^ias aeeidentally requested to write letters 
|r several of Uie inhabitant^ ; and among 
Urn rest, was introduced to an eminei^ 
litoraey^ who o&red me full employ for 
Iqr leisure hours, and gave me some ^eets 
Ift oop3', which was to be laid bdbre the 
gentleinan comnected with the executive 
government. In these sheets references to 
4he different acts of the Canadian govern- 
ii^it were interspersed. A copy of it was 
Wanted as soon as I could finish it. That 
night I was on guard, I took it with me, 
fopied it, extracted the reference from the 
iRjidy of the sheets, and put them in the 
isargin with suck accuracy and despatch, (as 
I sent it the next morning by ten e'clook,.) 
ivkich caused this gentleman to give me 
?6 
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firo (Mlars for the jie ffiwaHm ts e ; ttid tMi 
kd to some eotiTenation as it regardcif 
my future prospects. I told hiin ihy pl^ii 
when he said he should soon be aUe to gi'v^ft 
me softcient employment to sato enougR 
to procure my diseharge^ and then situitf' 
tions mi^t easily be obtained. I offisfed te^ 
leave all tlmt hie wmild aUew me for my 
future writing in hia hands^ until it amoimli^ 
ed to a sufficieney* » •■ 

My new employment created unpieasm^ 
feelings in the breasts of the non-Ksomisiisi* 
sioned officers ; and my eoraduet was strict^ 
ly scrutinized, as they b^an to thinktlMit I 
had only entered the anny to proeure a pen* 
sage, and that shortly it was expected I 
-should desert, and proceed either to Moa^ 
treal,or-aeros8 the country to the Ameri^a^ 
states. At this time a gentleman lent m^ 
die Duke of York^s regulations for the army | 
and that I might bec«ne b^ter acquainted 
with my duty, and be prepared to defend 
my conduct, I had them Inrougbt to iM 
whenever I was on guard ; and in. the inier- 
medtate hours when not on sentry, I go«i» 
suited them, for I scarcely ever^tept when 
on guard. 

In these regulations I fouhd one whiek 
subjected any soldier, who employed himself 
in any way for the inhabitants without leav« 
from his commanding officer, to he tried by 
a court-martial. To obviate the danger^ I 
drew up a respectful memorial to the com* 
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pan iQ wriling for the iiibdbiteats. I can 

searcely now reccrftect enelkie of tiiat me* 

morial, (as I then iiodoubtedly was still par*' 

tially deranged,) but I submitted it to the 

perusal of the ia*my schoolmaster j who spoke 

of i^ to me in the most flattering manoen 

I sent a letter at the same time to the AdjU'* 

IsBt, the fact was generally known tiiroiighr 

him immediately to all the non-commission* 

ed officers, and I saw die next morning all 

dieir eyes were' turned upon me; and that 

I was Uie subject of jealousy, if not of sus-^ 

]»cion. At this time aU the young soldiers 

drilled twice a day, and this very day for 

the first time, my numoMiTres-were strictly 

marked. Before this, I had gone on very 

well, and had been informed by 'Some of the 

•ficecB, that I should soon be reported fit 

for regular duty, and then be promoted. 

But oa this morning it appeared I made 

leyeral mistakes. The Sergeant-major, a 

man who could not write his own name, 

and who could scarcely read any writing, 

and whom I had frequently corrected in the 

orderly-room (not intentionally off^isiTcly) 

in the pronunciation of proper names and 

places, soon discovered, as he said, what 

Was the matter with me : *^ He is drunk," 

he exclaimed, ^< confine him.'' 

I could have brought twenty to swear I 
was not drunk, but his word was sufficient| 
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^ I fi«8 eonAied. liowcmr ii^ tlie iwtoi^ 
ttiediftte kiouvs luiwMo the>m0ming and the 
ftCbern^^n AxiiX), 'tliie«Sevgeant ^ the ^pjsmk 
let me eoi&e Mm^ tke prisoolers, and I aaft 
With him, made out hm reports and atded 
lutn io preparing lus monthly aiseouirt% 
with which I took mere than' common >pain8^ 
9» ox|)eeting^ Ihoft I ahooM be brought te a 
eeurt'^arttal^ ki wliieli ease I inten^d te 
have fMTodueed thia as evidence in coniteah 
dietiofi of tiie tajuatice of the charge* 1m 
tfee . a^tsrnoott I aoen peroeived tinijr I wit 
lepetted ihunk. The Sergeaftt^-inajar, in 
the driU^ threw eut an ianumecabk quaa^tj 
of scpi^s at mj edacationy clerkships^ aadli 
Tftrietjr of other- espressions to the KLwato 
efie^, and partlenlarly calling me the Seeiseh 
iary at war ; but tiie reason of thirrejiioit 
and' 'Confinement was not oaade fully mdent 
to me until the ne&t morning* 

It is usual for the. paisaners the foUemog 
day after their confinement, on parade, te 
!&11 out of the ranks, when the eommandii^g 
officer takes the report of their crimes and 
awards a portion of punishment to some of 
tiie offenders, and others to a couii>martiai« 
The Major passed a goodly number of liieaa 
off quickly, but when he came to me^ lie 
ihade a long pause, the officers surrounded 
him, and I expected nothing less tfaaa • *a 
^onrt^martial. He began by saying he had 
received my memorial, and thatpreviouelj^ 
he had noticed my good conduct, and had. 
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h»md sitcb anaowuiit of me frann tbe ofi- 
eers, th^Jt he had determinad oa promotiiig 
ma the first opportiuiity ; that tbe very night 
he received my petition a sitiiatien which 
weiild have relieved me from tbe duty of a 
toMiery and have given me twenty pounda 
a jEear in addition to my pay, (garrison 
librarian) was vacant, th^t, bad I not been 
confined for drankeoness, I should have had 
it; but nwv he could not recoounend me to 
the Csamson Major; but, {said this sapient 
Jfojor) 1 foi^ive you as this is your first 
ofieoee; go to yo)ir barracks, recollect, I 
•hall not forget you» only take care of your* 
self. I shall ask your ofiieers how you be* 
hare, and reward, you accordingly, only 
aiifidy I do not grant you leave to do an^ 
wiriting for the mhabitanU; I forbid it/' 
I attempted to reply but he would not hear 
me ; be said, he wanted no apology. 

I was not going to apologize, but to 3tate 
the fact that I was not drunk, and Uiat I was 
ready to go to a court-martial, but I could 
not be heard, and it was well ; for had 1 de- 
mand^, he must have granted me one, which 
would have resulted in flogging; the oath of 
the Serjeant-major and another would have 
been sufficient, in opposition to the nume- 
rous witnesses, which I could have brought 
to the contrary. Other chai'ges, which were 
taHae, were afterwards brought against me, 
whieh only terminated in a mild rebuke, 
and aometimes solitary confinement, as I 
26* 
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te^fttl innoeent peradoft througli theirilkiqr 
of oth&m^ rtMivid several irandfcd ladioik 
jltalkne. 

My readers wiU natimUj ei^ppose Ame^. 
tfiis ^ebifaitieii of the Major's, md ihe fiiblM 
ohargts of the nofi-eomiiiissttofied offlfBors^ 
(which I siippotecl was from enrj, asoiie 0f 
the SefjeanU^ wanted to be garrison lihr*- 
riany) ga«re me no Terj iavoaraUe (^itiioik: ^ 
of their eharaeters; nor was I of a textia%' 
til submit to their iiidigmties quiet^. Tfa^ 
officers frequently mentiooed to tne aller*^ 
w^rds, that if I took care of myself I sfaQ«Aft 
be promo^d ; but I spurned all their offess, 
aDd treated them and the Major with mark^ 
dd contempt. ^ To enter into a detail of all 
that passed at Quebec w4>uld be uninteres^ 
iHg to'the -reader; yet I cannot refrain from 
noticing how narrowly I frequently escs^ied 
from condign pueishment, ^hich my eon* 
duet deserved for irregularity, altkouf^ it 
did not partake of moral turpitude. 

Td shew the state of my mind, and tiie 
eslient my disease of misguided reasovi ope* 
rated, and to record the gratitude I now ieei 
to the Divine goodness, I will record two, 
rn which I wonderfully escaped. I haw 
previously related, I went over with abofitt 
two htimked emigrant Germans : we arrive 
ed at Quebec in Novem*ber ; they could not 
therefore proceed to their place of deslii»H 
t&on until the foUowiog May. Tbe goirern* 
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iMehenl 4iieur deaCioed kMwtkw, mA coiise- 

4|ue0lll^ f^cffe left alBi^st destitute. A weal-> 

^y Gersnan merefabiH at Quebec, couneeted 

Wib ^oveitiiBent, aet a aubaoription afloftt : 

a oieetif^ .f?«s keld, and the aeoou&t of it 

I j^anrated in .the Quebec Gazette* No soooer 

had this made its appearance, than I wrote 

aft appeal to the English and Iri^ residenU 

Jl at Quebec, in favour of their poor and starv- 

I ttg oountrymen, a great number of whom 

j imre thrown out of employment by being 

discharged from the government yards. In 

j this reply, I was neither very courteous, as 

I tegarded my account of the Germans, or to 

I the persons who subscribed. I sent a copy 

' anonymously to the Editor of the Quebec 

Gazette. A few days after I called on the 

Editor, in consequence of the following cir* 

eumstance. 

One day after guard, proceeding round 
the town, I called with some more of the 
soldiers on the person who was shewing the 
£anerramic View of the Battle of Waterloo ;, 
with him I had a controversy on the exor^ 
bilaiat charge (half a dollar,) for admission, 
especially as it related to the soldiers. The 
proprietor said he had no objection to let 
them see it at half price, and that I might 
make it know in any way I thought proper. 
i then ¥^ited on the Editor of the Quebec 
Gazette, as it regarded the communication 
I sent tdm, (for I reqiresied him not to print 



it untit I had ealled,) and meBtioned to 
what the proprietor of the Panorama had 
said, and that I should like to make it 
known. To obKge me, he offered to insefft 
it in the Oasette for notiiing ; I therefotift 
drew up the following advertiaement. 

"Frederick Barrett, a private soldi wij| 
the 76th regiment of foot, begs leave to io^ 
form his comrades and the garrison in gl^iH^ 
ral, that he has had an interview this jAiijf^ 
with Mr. Barker, the proprietor of t)^ 
Painting of the Battle of Waterloo, ah^ is 
authorized by him to say, that anj Soldi 
not holding higher rank than himself si 
be perniitted to see the above Fainting 
half price, viz, a quarter dollar. 

N. B. The best time to see it is when iilff 
sun shines, and when the atmosphere is 
dear.'* 

Which appearing next day in the Quebee 
Gazette, gave great umbrage to the offieersy 
and particularly the words '^ not holding 
higher rank than himself,^' and subjected 
me to confinement to the barracks. This 
strange and unaccountable condoct produced 
great uneasiness and sorrow to the officers. 
To prevent the non-commissioned offieers 
from having any chance of mis-reporting 
me, I abstaiued from taking any liquors, «nd 
my conduct was otherwise unimpeachable* 




te(5t<^ the: editor from {printing the addressu 
I t«ia(e those eireumstatices to shew the 
Aeranged state of my imagination^ and ite 
mnantie effect. Religion was cempletely 
banished irma my heart. I had not opened? 
tiie Bible from the time I had been taken ill 
in Navember, 1816 ; nor had I a copy of thv 
! Bible. At this pteriod I was induced to g9 
a&d hear the Methodist preaeher, the Rev. 
Mr. Hicks; and one evening, he preached 
pom the following words, '* Prepare ta 
meet thy GadJ^ His sermon was powerful, 
and arrested my attention so mncfa^ that I 
tra^, induced to call upon bim. After some 
eoaversation relative to my pacrt life; teUing 
him how I had been haunted with i^irits^ 
fce. he happened to mention my reid name. 
Wliether he had any recollectian of my per-*. 
son or not, I cannot say ; yet it soon led to 
a discovery that he was an old sehoollellow 
of mine at York. He advised me by all 
liiesn^ to write to my friends, and I believe 
he wrote off immediately to his sister at 
York. 

By his persuasion, and in consequence of 
tbe improper behaviour of some noncom- 
missioned officers, which induced me to re- 
quest three of the officers to demand a oourt- 
liiartial for me, I was led to say who I was*, 
and, which will account for the allusion to 
them in my brother's letter to me, I wrote ta 
my iirother, Mr. J^ohn Walton, my m0ther> 
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and some dthers, all of whom I dto Mi recoI«> 
lect Some of the letters were enclosed bjr 
Mr. Mills, the Garrison Ordinary at Quebec, 
who had requested me to call upon him, iU 
cotisequence of having seen my address in 
manuscript^ relative to the Germans, aad 
si0me other letters which I had written. It 
was about January that I saw Mr. Hicks ; I 
sometimes called upon him, and frequently 
afterwards attended his preaching. These 
religious impressions did not, however, con- 
tinue, aud as he shortly afterwards proceed- 
ed to Montreal, I did not again attend the 
Wesleyan chapel. 

But notwithstanding the prohibition of the 
Major, I wrote letters for several of the in- 
habitants, and seemed careless about giving 
offence to the officers. Every method was 
tried to break my spirits without avail, and 
in reply to the hope of promotion held out- 
by some of the officers of the regiment, I 
said I would not accept any thing. The 
soldiers were all extremely anxious that I 
should have none of the drudgery belonging 
to the soldier ; so that all my things were 
cleaned for me, and when on fatigue duty, 
I was rarely suffered to perform any ardu- 
ous part. 

Such were my indulgences, yet the irri- 
tation of mind was pei*petual, and reduced 
the health of my body ; for when not on 
guard, I generally went to the Serjeant's regi- 
mental guard-room, and commenced writing^. 
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Miotit two or three o'clock ia the morniog ; 
80 that I was several times sent to the hos- 
pital. On some of these occasions religious 
reflections revived ; and one time I recollect, 
for several days I prayed incessantly and 
earnestly ; but all my prayers at this time. 
Were, that I might submit to the will of 
God; these prayers however were only 
temporary. 

About the middle of March, orders arriv- 
ed that our regiment was soon to proceed to 
Kingston, about 200 miles beyond Montreal, 
which place is about the same distance from 
Quebec. In consequence of this, an order 
was given that a regular inspection should 
be made, and a report sent to the medical 
alafr, of all who were not considered able to 
broceed to Upper Canada. I was included 
m the report, and ordered by the medical 
board to remain at Quebec, and sent to Eng- 
land to be discharged, as not sujBSciently 
strong to bear the fatigues of the army. 
When the board informed me that I was to 
be sent home, I argued the point at length 
with them ; stating that I was not only able, 
but willing to remain in the army. This 
appeared to them very strange, and they 
consulted with the medical gentlemen of the 
regiment, (when they stated, as a person 
told me who overheard the conversation, 
that they wanted to get rid of me ;) when I 
was informed that I must be sent home. I 
then asrked for my discharge there^ as it 
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urottld save the expense of sending me baek. 
to Efigland. Thisy ho^rover, I was iaibrxa'- 
ed they could not grant 

Compelled to return hcmiey I appeased ree 
eonciled; had there been no eompudsion^ 
J do not think any money would ha^e in-> 
4uoed me to«retorn. 

The regiment y however^ did not leave 
Quebeb until June. When I, with several 
others, was left until a ship sailed for Eng- 
land. We did not receive orders to embark 
cmttl August. As I wrote in the depth of 
winter, when the rivsers blocked up the 
mode of conveyance, I did not much expect 
to hear from England : yet my anxiety w&s 
great, as every one must naturally expect. 
About ten days before we embarked, the 
post brought me six letters from England^ 
which had gone to Kingston, to the regi- 
ment first, and the next day the officer, left 
jn charge of the detadiment, gave me one 
from my brother, which had been forward- 
ed to Kingston, under cover to the Major; 
which accounted for my not having receiv- 
ed them before. . These letters will shew 
that it was not myxwish to return to Eng- 
land, as well as the state of my mind then^ 
and that my brother had not purchased my 
discharge ; I shall publish extracts from sonne 
of them. The whole of these, and others 
which I do not think neeessary to print, 
may be seen at the publisher's. I insert 
th^ following certificate of Dr. Maton^irom 
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"^hich my readers will perceive the state ttf 
I my mind at that period, and in what way I 
must have written to my friends. 

Spring GardenBj Jlpril 20, 1818. 
I do hereby certify, that I have several 
times attended Frederick Barrett, a private 
in Colonel Armstrong's company, in the 
76th regiment of foot, and that from the ob« 
serrations which I had opportunities of 
making during those attendances, added to 
the circumstances which have occurred in his 
conduct since, as well as from a perusal of a 
letter whith he has recently written to his 
brother, the said Frederick Barrett, is, in 
my opinion, not of sound mind, nor fit to 
be left to his own control. 

W. G. Maton, M. D. 

(Extracts from two letters from my Mother.^ 

Knaresboroughj »Spril 26y'> 

and29y 1818.5 
My Ever Dear Child, 

How little did I expect to have 
takeii up my pen to write to you inlhis ' 
world ; but how wonderful are the dealings 
of the Lord, and merciful above all we could 
ask or think, to us sinful creatures. When 
I received yqur letter, I cannot estpress 
whether my joy or grief was the greate*st j 
neither can I be thankful enough to my ble^s- 

27 
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ed Lord, who has preserved you to the 
present moment. 

Your dear brother Robert is distressed 
and bewildered, what to do for the best; but 
he writes me, he will do every thing that is 
possible to add to your comfort. 

You will wonder to see two letters from 
your poor mother. I had sent one off be- 
fore, that I might not be too late. This day 
I have received another letter from your 
brother Robert, to tell me what he had done. 
He is very good ; this is the third letter I 
have had from him since he received yours. 
He says, whatever you wish shall be done. 
He mentions that you say, if you were out 
of the army, you would stay where you are, 
as a clerk. Oh my dear child ! do not wish 
to tarry away ; but come to your mother ; 
you need not, and shall not want for any 
thing, if it please God that I live to see you. 
Robert tells me you have met with a school- 
fellow from York. Do tell me all about 
him : is he settled there ? How wonderful 
are all the providences of the Almighty. 
Look to the Lord for help and strength in 
every time of need. He will never leave 
you nor forsake you, if you trust in him. 
The Lord bless you. 

And preserve you for ever. 

Prays your affectionate mother, 

T* Babnett. 
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From xny worthy friend Mr. John Wal- 
ton , Sugar Refiner^ Angel Alley, White- 
chapel. 

4 

London^ May 8, 181S« 
Dear Barnett, 

The information of your being 
in existence, and in the possession of good 
Stealth has given me^ in common with the 
rest of my friends, the most heartfelt grati- 
fication. The gloomy and melancholy state 
of mind, aggravated to the greatest possible 
extent by disease, must have induced you to 
imagine, at the time you left London, that 
your friends were indifferent to your fate ; 
otherwise you could not have remained 
silent 80 long, but have relieved their anx- 
iety by apprising them sooner of your situa- 
tion. 

The last time I had the pleasure of seeing 
you, you promised to appoint a day to ditie 
with me. The disappointment I now lament 
exceedingly, because the uninterrupted 
friendship which has naturally subsisted be- 
tween us from childhood, gave me a claim 
to your confidence, which might have in- 
duced you to unbosom your thoughts ; and 
I might have been instrumental in dissipat- 
ing from your mind, those painful ideas that 
appeared so much to agitate and distress 
your spirits. Could this happy event have 
taken place by my influence, your friends 
at this hour would not have to regret the 
loss of your society. 
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Let me entreat you to endeavour to for- 
get what has passed, restore tranquillity to 
your mind, and contemplate happier days. 
If you value or esteem my friendship, my 
poor and humble abilities, may I add my 
advice : — Let me conjure you not to give 
up to despair^\to unavailing sorrow. Call 
forth your wonted energies, the vigour and 
activity of mind and body which you are 
capable of; rouse up the sleeping dignity of 
your nature ; you are neither lost to society 
nor to your friends. You have injured no 
man. You are the only sufferer by the 
strange and unaccountable infatuations of 
your own actions. My friendship for you 
remains still the same ;- and if I ean be of 
any service in contributing to your welfare 
and happiness, I shall feel much pleasure in 
doing it. To hear of your prosperity will 
be gratifying at all times, therefore let me 
re(|uest that you will not omit any oppor- 
tunity of writing. 

My sister desires to be kindly remember- 
ed to you. Mrs. C. Walton, jun. is in town 
from Knaresborough. We all dined at the 
Sprifig Garden Hotel a few days ago. It 
gives me infinite pleasure to observe how 
affeetimiately interested your brother feeh 
in your happiness and welfare ; and lam 
witness how much he has evinced a " dis^ 
position to serve you to the utmost of his 
power. Should any circumstance or views 
ef life induce you to return to Old England^ 
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believe me no person will give you jbl more 
cordial reception than your sincere and sym- 
pathizing friend^ 

John Walton. 

To Fredeugk Babhett^ &c. 
Quebec. 
Not at Kingston ,* left at 
Quebec for England. 

At the same time I received a similar 
letter from ny esteemed friends, William 
and Jesse Bridgi^an, and others, which are 
aot necessary to extend my Memcur by 
publishing. But the following real letter 
from my brother it is necessary I should 
publish, to shew the difference between U 
and the vulgar, and infamous, Jictitiotis 
rnie which Mr. Reed made in his study, 
and printed as his real one, in " No Fic- 
tion/^ Vol. ii. p. 191. Some passages I leave 
out as relating only to family affairs ; but 
the whole of it may be seen by any one at 
the publisher's. 

London, May 6, 1618. 
My Dear Brother, 

Your letter gave me infinite 
pleasure and satisfaction. First, that you 
are alive and well. Secondly, my opinion 
is confirmed, that as long as reason holds 
her empire you could not be the worthless 
creature to rush into eternity uncalled for. 
J87* 
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By your'sccoanty that I find you in a situar 
tion at once unseesily and degraded, is cause 
of real pain. However, I gather from your 
letter a gleam of hope in this desert of ca- 
lamity. You say your conduct has been 
exemplary, and preferment is before you. 
The parched lip, and hungry^ starving soul, 
njver received moisture ^ and food with 
greater satisfaction and pleasure, than I do 
this. My dear Frank, I am your friend ; 
and when the storm rages tnostj J dm fnast 
to be depended upon. Your brother is your 
sheet anchor , 

I write by this mait to Major , 

and have placed in the hands of Messrs. 
Greenwood and Co. a sum of money, j§10, 
at his disposal for ypur use, sufficient for all 
and any wants you may have for the present 
Take tin^e ; write me inost fully what are 
your wishes and future views : be true to 
yourself. You shall not want a frixnd as 
long as breath remains in my body. Your 
kind sister has sent you every thing to make 
you comfortable in warm clothing: I add 
to it a watch, a good one ; some razors, 
penknife, French Dictionary, Grammar, &c. 
I have just returned from the docks. I was 
fortunate to find a vessel direct for Quebec ; 
the Regent, three hundred tons, Joseph 
Bayes the commander. • I went on board 
her. I have since entered the bond, direct- 
ed as you require. She leaves the river 
about Friday, and will be at Quebec by the 
middlp of Juae. 
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Your letter to H requires explana* 

tion ; that part which speaks of being be- 
fore three of your ofBcers.* I hope you 
have done nothing, my dear Frank, to dis- 
grace the soldier, then the character of the 
nian remains inviolate. Write me most 
fully every \ wish of your heart, and what you 
would have me to do for you. Be of good 
cheer ; mind all may, and shall yet be well. 
You appear to have got a religious turn* 
The mode and expression of a sect I certainly 
do not, from my intercourse, much admire^ 
but / am no caviller with any man how 
he should serve his Oody so that he does 
not put on the cloak of religion for base 
motives. I am a ChurcH-of-£ngland-man. 
I hope I shall live and die so. But I say 
again, I will not quarrel with any man, 
as to what worship he may think proper 
to profess. Enough of this; it is an affair 
with Heaven, I will now give you a little 
domestic n6ws. 

I wish you to write by the first mail most 
fully. Captain Torrens and Lieutenant Clear- 
ly come out this summer. God bless yotu 
Your affectionate brother, 

Robert Babnett. 

P. S. Your letter, which I got a fortnight 

* I related in this letter that 1 had been before thre^ 
of the officers. It was alluded to in my jVIenioirs, p% 
309, to request them to demand for me a court-martial 
(^r hdse accusations. 
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ago, must have laid at Halifax or New York 
a considerable time. What English goods 
will sell at Quebec, &c. ? 

The following is from my affectioaate 
sister-in-law. 

To F. Barrett, &c, 
Not at Kingston ; left at 
Quebec for England. 

London, May 6, 1818. 
• Dear Frank, 

I need not tell you that I 
was exceedingly happy to hear of you, and 
to know that you are in good health. So 
far, so good ; but of the past we will say 
nothing ; le^ us look forward. Your brother 
has this day written to you, likewise to the 
Major. As the letters go through the house 
of Cox and Greenwood, vou will most 
probably get yours through the Major. Let 
me beg of you to attend to Robert. Answer 
his as early as possible. Point out to him 
your views and wishes : be assured he has 
your interest and happiness at heart; and 
will cheerfully step forward to promote them 
as far as is in his power. 

We have this morning sent down to a 
vessel, the Regent, and which will sail in a 
few days, a box for you, containing such 
things as you asked for, and such others as 
I thought would be useful to you for the 
present. I hope you will get them safely* 
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I Bhould like to have put in your great tOB.% 
but the box would not hold it* Your bro- 
ther has written you all the news^ therefore 
it leaves me but little to say. Mrs. Walton 
^ from Knareshorough is in town : she dined 
with us a few days back, as did Mr. John 
Walton and his sister. This was the first 
time I had the pleasure of seeing her. How 
do you get on with your French, do you 
find it easy ? You will perceive I have 
made a list of the things sent you. Write 
as early as you can. Excuse this short 
serawl, and believe me 

Your sincere and affectionate Sister^ ' 

M. Babnett. 

« 

P. S. Your best shirts, cravats, &c. are ia 
my case as you left them. 

Here follows the list,, which it is unnecest- 
sary to print. 

The reader from these letters, will be able 
in some measure to perceive the manner 
in which I had written to my friends ; and 
they shew that my discharge had not been 
purchased, for a very good reason, because 
I had stated, that I did not want to return 
to England ; so overwhelmed was I with 
melancholy impressions, from continually 
dwelling on thosp visionary scenes, shapes, 
forms, and voices in my illness, and any 
violent agitation of the nervous system after- 
wards easily produced. I was fully bent on 
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remaiaing in Canada; notwithstanding the 
consolatory and friendly invitations of all my 
friends. Even after I received these letters^ 
I called on several persons to try if I could 
not get them to interest the Garrison to 
procure me my discharge at Quebec. This, 
however, was impossible, as several who had, 
on former occasions been discharged on such 
engagements, and in the course of six or 
twelve months made application to the 
government to be sent home ; and until a 
vessel was ready to sail, were burdensome to 
the government. I cannot but now look 
back to that period, and see in it the hand 
of Providence, in shutting up all chances of 
remaining there, and I trust do feel inexpres- 
sibly thankful for this kind interference. 

A few days after I received my brother's 
letter, we were ordered on board ; after the 
arrival of this letter, I found that I wa3 
treated by the officer of the detachment more 
as an equal than as a common soldier, and 
so, by the officei's of the garrison. Our regi- 
ment and the Major were 400 miles from 
Quebec, and there were only a few, who 
were left on recruiting service, besides the 
invalids, who knew of the estimation in 
which I was held. However, there was 
one, and only one who had behaved ill to 
me, and to him I have alluded, relative to 
calling a court-martial. Before the regiment 
left, I saw him disgraced before it, for ne- 
glecting to lay out the money of the mea 
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properly; which justified all I had said of 
nim. He now was left at Quebec a Lance 
corporal on the recruiting service. When 1 
was sent for by the officer, through the 
Serjeant, (who told me, he had orders to let 
me have whatever money 1 was in want of, 
and that I was not to be put to any fatigues,) 
and when the Serjeant turned round, stating 
other particulars of me, this man hung down 
his head, and appeared confused. I saw his 
evident shame and shook him hy the hand. 
I requested him to partake of a treat I gave 
to the rest of my companions, and offered 
him any money he might be in want of. 
His gratitude overpowered him^ and my 
conduct taught him a lesson, which I have 
no doubt will be beneficial to him and his 
companions in arms ; teaching him to search 
minutely into his own conduct^ and correct 
his own ways, instead of bringing false accu- 
sations against others, to cover his own in- 
famy. I mention this not out of vanity ; it 
was my duty as a man so to have acted ; had 
I behaved contrary, I must have been a brute. 
In the middle of August we sailed from 
Quebec. The vessel in which we returned, 
was a transport, and in it were a great 
number who had been discharged from the 
60th regiment, sortie were Swedes, and some 
Germans. Many of them were men of good 
natural abilities, and who had been respec- 
table agriculturists, but dragged from their 
iamilies by the overwhelming tyranny of. 
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Buonaparte. Several of them gave me su 
a dreadful account of the devastations cau 
by this remorseless tyrant, not only in 
vinceSy but in families, (and their previoi^ 
good conduct at Quebec, caused me to gi^j 
credence to their relation,) that ever sioei: 
that time, t have had a mortal hatred for tlfi 
very name of Buonaparte, and often won^ 
dered why he was permitted to reiga ai| 
long, as among op.e of the great mysteri 
of Providence, . but which I more cl 
comprehend at the present moment 
doubt he was suffered thus to demolish 
pires, thrones and kingdoms, to give a 
impulse to the human mind, and the state 
Europe, and that the world by this shakti| 
of the nations, might have their thoufS 
awakened, and their attention directed Jl 
the kingdom of God, which is firm, immovfiN 
able and eternal in the heavens. Happy t6p 
people who heard the warning voice, anJ 
from the instability and uncertainty of earthlfi 
kingdoms and powerful mpnarchies, placi 
their hopes on a heavenly kingdom, aal 
turn their attention to that Word whick 
directs the mind to this, the grand and pri- 
mary object of human pursuit. 

Our passage home was but short, and soon 
glided away. I occupied my time in heariof 
th.Q accounts of these foreigners, and iir 
return for the entertainment afforded, 1 read 
to them some of the authors my brother 
hjid sent me, but particularly the Bible y and 
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was astonished ta find, how mtich better 
ersed these foreigners' were in the Scrip- 
ires, than many of the English who make 
igh |^i*ofessions,' and are termed*^^ religious 
baracters'' by way of distinction. My 
lible was in great request, it was the only 
^e in the ship, excepiting another which 
jdonged to one of the sailohs, and which, I 
telieve, was given him by the RatcIifiTBible 
sociation. The sailor was well rewarded 
the loan of it, according to his idea of 
^ard ; several of the soldiers gave him 
of their allowance of grog for the use 
it. I wish It were in my power to siib- 
ribe a large sum to distribute Bibles among 
e sailors, for they are sure to be useful, 
'rem my own observation I do not think 
ere is a real British sailor who would not 
ner part with the whole . of his apparel, 
an either pawn or part with a Bible given 
m. It may not arise from a superior 
igard to the truth's of the Bible ; but from 
generous feeling, and from a superstitious - 
jeonviction, that it is impious to barter away 
M^ Word of God. Whatever the feeling; 
may be, the /be/ is unquestionable, and the 
opportunity of doing good is therefore in- 
talculable. 

> In the beginning of September we reached 
l!hatham, which of course was quite unex* 
"pected on the part of* my friends, the first 
^telligence of which I belieVe was received 
^y my sister, to whom I' wrote when we 
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were off Plymouth. Extracts from some 
of the letters I received on iiiy arrival there, 
I shall publish ; but the whole of the two 
iiom the Rev. Andrew Reed^ in conformity 
with my previous pledge. 

Fr£P£rick Barrett, 
On board the Sir George Osborne Transport. 

September 7, 181S. 
Dear Frank, . .^ 

I received your letter owg 
Friday, but instead of writing to you at ■ 
Portsmouth, I directed to Chatham, where 
the paper said the transport was gone round 
to. Not getting any answer, I am appre- 
hensive 'tis not correct. Do let me beg you 
will immediately on the receipt of this, write 
me every particular as relates to yourself j 
when you think you shall be here ; — where 
Sam shall meet you with your clothes, — 
and if you have any expenses to pay before 
you leave the ship ; and, as I hope to see you 
soon, I shall conclude. 

Yours, sincerely, 
M. Barnett. 

My brother was at this time on a visit at 
a friend's of his at Brigg in Lincolnshire. 
Mrs. Barnett in a subsequent letter informed 
me of this. ^I therefore wrote to him and 
my mother at the same time. The following 
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letter from him I print verbatim^ and ex- 
tracts of one from my mother. 

F. Barrett, 
Mrs. Dodd's Dartmouth Arms, 
Chatham. 

Briggy September 13, 1818. 

My Dear Brother, 

Yours came safe to hand this 
morning. I am very happy to find you ard 
|r|ood health. As relates to the past and 
Kture, bury the former in pblivion. Forget 
itt I do ; and from my sbul do I wish and 
'irast it may never give you one moment's 
aoeasiness; as regards the latter, every 
thing must depend on yourself, with this 
I assurance, that you never shall want a 
Mend if you will deserve one; but still all 
'must depend on yourself, as relates to effort ; 
and it must and will fix indelible disgrace oa 
you, if, after all your sufferings and expe* 
rience, you do not gather confidence, and 
^sume that station Providence intends you 
for. 

Thus far you have injured none but yourself, 

t'save the pain you have given to those that 
ove you,) consequently you have no occasion 
to fear the sight of any one, or for a moment 
to abandon that hope of prosperity which to 
have is only to deserve it. I say again^, / 
%m and will be your friend, 
' I think you had better get a pass ready. 
I shall be at home on Thursday about noon : 
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let tb^re be a letter ready asainst I get homer : 
I will then write you by that evening's post 
all particulars as to your coming up, and 
send you such supplies as are needful. In 
the interim J wish you to have all the little 
comforts that a poor soldier is deprived of^ 
which you mention. For that end, if you 
are in want of any cash, call upon Dr. Men- 
;2;ies with my respectful compliments, and I 
beg he will advance any money you may 
want. I will lose no time in getting jMp 
released from your unpleasant and diseraoi^ 
ii^l situation, after which, I hope all wul yet 
be well. Mr. Calah is very well, we have 
bad uncommonly fine sport ; I never shot 
90 well, seldom miss. I hope n«xt Sunday, 
this day week, you will eat a brace, of birds 
with me. Perhaps they will, not be a novel- 
ty. You will not receive this before Wed- 
nesday, consequently write me by that post, 
tfnd say every thing you wish done. 

I am, dear Frank, . 

Yours, affectionately, 
Robert Barnett. 

Knaresborough^ Sept. 13,, 1818. 
My Dear Francis, 

It is not in the power of lan- 
guage to express my joy on the receipt oJ 
dear Mrs. Barnett's letter, which commii|< 
nicated the news to your distressed moth 
of your safe arrival in JBngland. How g 
the Lord is to us. When we least exp 
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it, he IS near at hand to do us good, and re« 
lieve our distressed minds. I am likewise 
more happy to-day, to receive a letter^ from 
your own hand, that you are well. I trust the 
time is now not far distant that I may hope 
to see you at KnaresborougK. What a bless- 
ing we may all think it, that you have got 
into England before the winter, which I 
tinderstand is intensely cold at Quebec. 
Praise the Lord for his goodness to you and 
r affectionate brother and sister, whose 
tioniate regard to yx)u, hai been ^lani- 
sted above what we could ask or think, 
i trust with you they will be rewarded in 
mother and a better world. I dare say you 
will see or hear from your brother, as soon 
as possible, after he returns from shooting, 
who will advise with you for the best. You 
will have your discharge, I should hope, 
sooner than you expect; however, be that 
as it may, I am happy you are arrived safe 
and well. As it regards your future pros- 
pects, do not let that concern or disturb your 
mind. 1 humbly trust in that gracious pro- 
mise, (and hope you can say) " The Lord 
is my shepherd^ I shall not want,^^ No, 
my dear child, shall not want any thing I 
am possessed of, if he will come and share 
my morsel of bread vyith me while I live. 
I As you observe, the Lord never did desert 
I a returning prodigal. I have read, an earUi- 
1 ly parent may reject a returnihg prodigal 
:8on, bilit our heavenly Father never will. 
28* 
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On the throne of mercy he sits to receive 
him. Nay, when he beholds him eomiag^ 
even afar off^ he springs to meet him, and 
takes him in the arim, of love. What 
lund encouragement to. us all to return to 
the Lord with a full purpose of heart, to 
live in the fear of the Lord, which is the 
beginning of wisdom. 

1 was at Mr. Hicks^s father's last Sunday. 
Have ydu brought him a letter ? He was ia 
Asiily expectation of hearing from him. . JL 
dare say your old schoolfellow was loath Ipj 
part with you.* , 

All friends here are glad to hear the good 
news. Your father joins me in afiectionate 
love. In hopes of seeing you soon, I must 
conclude for the present. 

Your ever affectionate moiheri 

T. Barnett. 

To Mr* Francis Barnett, 
Dartmouth Arm^, Chatham. 

Cannon Street Road, 
Sept. 14, 1818. 
My Dear Francis, , 

I have been just informed that 
you are at Chatham ; is it true ? I can scarce^ 
ly think it is. If it is, I conclude you will 

■ 

* It oeTer will be erased from nay recollection, the 
gushing tear that started from his eye when he recog- 
nized me, exclaiming, ^^ Dont you recollect our gain- 
ing a prise together ?^' Hit feelingi required po fictt» 
tiout display. 
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ebme to town, and I shall have the pleasu^ 
of seeing you once more. If some impossi- 
bility unknown to me, should prevent this, 
I will meet you anywhere, if you, assure me 
that an interview will be acceptable. Jha,ve 
hun long hcping i/ar a letter^ but have 
b^en disappointed. Should this find you, 
believe it comes from one who cannot ceasc^ 
to love you. 

Yours, most truly, 
y|F y Akdrew Rsed. 

I Being sent heme as an invalid, unable to 
' bear the fatigues of foreign service, it was 
Decessary I should remain at Chatham, until 
the order from Chelsea came for each de^ 
tachment to proceed thither to receive their 
discharge, which was the reason why I re- 
mained at Chatham so long. The following 
letters I publish, as I shall have occasion to 
refer to them, when I come to Review " No 
Fiction," relative to the Rev. A. Reed's ac- 
count of me at this period. 

Mr. p. Barnett, 
< Chatham. 

Spring Gardens, 
Sept. 19, 1818. 
Dear Frank, 

I have this day sent you sueh 
things as will do for you for the present. If 
tbey are not delivered before you receive 
%; supply for them. I haye sent a leash 
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of birds for Mr. Martin, with my compli- 
ments : I did not pay the carriage, as I can 
give you money when I see you, which my- 
self and Mrs. B. propose doing on Monday, 
at Gravesend. You will get leave of ab- 
sence for that day, and get up to a house, 
the first on the right hand side from Chat- 
ham to London. It's a small looking house, 
with a garden at the end, and two bow- - 
windows in front, of the old school ; I think 
it is called the New Inn. We shall be thefi|i| 
by eleven^ and I'll order dinner at two ^ 
o'clock, so that you and ourselves can leave 
to reach home in good time. You can get 
up by some conveywice by that time. I 
can then settle all that remains to be done 
for the moment. Should you by any acci- 
dent be prevented, send a letter for me, 
Post-office, Gravesend, and I must come 
further ; but I cannot imagine any objec- . 
tion. I am, dear Frank, 

Yours affectionately, 

Robert Barnett. 

According to appointment we met ; when 
my brother arranged to procure a pass for 
me to come to town, until I was I'equired to 
attend at Chelsea. This pass, however, I 
did not get until the latter end of the month ; 
in the interim I received the following 
letter. 
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Mn. T^. Barnbtt, ... 

Dartmouth Arms, Chatham. . ^ 

Cannon S(treet JRoad, 

September 23, ISIS, 
My Dear Francis, 

J n;eecl not say. t^at after such a, 
sfispemion o/ourmtercoursef a letiet^Jrqvn 
ypu gave jcne great pleasure. . ( should have 
answered it earlier, but have been from 
home, apd .am npw sadly engaged. 

r* * Although I can judge but little of your 
purpbses and feelings, I may generally adopt 
tl^e language of gratitude and encourage*, 
ineixt;^., Xpu require comfort, and there is 
an abundance provideid. Nothing is more 
wonderful tq us than.thp long-suffering of 
Qpd.; than the unwearied exercise of his 
figitherly mercy towards jus : whilst every 
thing is an argument to obedience for thq 
future, every Uiing. i^ calculated 1;o subdue 
fear, from the past So great is the Divine 
goodness, that if we share it not, it must be 
because we disinherit ourselves ; and although 
we should have forfeited the title, at our 
petition it is restored. \ 

You„X trust, can join with me in bearing 
a living testimony to these simple but ani^ 
mating truths. May we yet taste more of 
their reviving. sweetness, and live moiTe be- 
neath their all-satictifying power ! .. % .. 

I did fear, from not having received a 
ktter from you, thaf circumstances had 
operated so unfavourably, as nearly ta 
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have annihilated that confidence^ which I 
had hopedf could at the most only suffer 
interruption. You have re-assured tny 
hopes ^ and Irefoice in them. 

If your discharge should be postponed, 
cannot yod get leave for a couple of days, and 
run up to town ? 1 want to see yOu, and we 
hare a bed to spare. Can I do ahy thing to 
promote that discharge? I have a little 
more influence than formerly at the west^^^ 
end of the capital ; I know not whether I?^ 
have any that would bear on your release,^ 1 
only, if I have, I shall be glad to use it. Is 
there any other way inwhichlcan testify 
my friendship? If there is, name it to me 
as a duty I owe to you ; to our former at- 
tachments and pleasures. I write this in 
haste; but with sincere assurances of re- 
gard. 

Yours most affectionately, 

Andrew Reed. 

A few days after the interview with my 
brother, he procured a pass for me, to come 
to his house, and remain until I got my dis- 
charge, which took place at the latter end 
of October. During the month of October, 
when I was dining with my esteemed friend, 
Mr, William Bridgman, I called on the Rev. 
Mr. Reed, with whom I remained a few 
minutes, and agreed to dine with him, which 
I did a few days afterwards. At that dinner 
there was no one present but himself and 
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Mrs. Reed, After dinner he observed to 
Mrs. Reed, that he should like some music ; 
when we went into the drawing-room, and 
she played and sang, " Auld lang syne/* 
and some other things. At this interview 
nothing particular passed. We had no con- 
versation of a religious nature. I merely 
related to him some of the troubles I had 
gone through at Quebec ^ and the singular 
impressions and mental appearances, which 
|gl attributed to some unknown, but spiritual 
p agency. He waved the conversation, and 
I preferred a little music, and he always ap- 
peared extremely nervous when I Conversed 
with him on the subject. Instead of reason- 
ing either like a divine or a philosopher, he 
saprently replied, " It was only a suggestion 
of Satan.'' When I saw him after the death 
of his sister. Martha, I mentioned that I 
thought she appeared to me one night, and 
smiled upon me ; he, I believe, thought I 
was deranged. A few years, however, may 
pass away, and we shall be in the world of 
spirits, and the mystery and the difficulty 
will be fully explained. 

Immediately after I procured my dis- 
charge, I proceeded to Knaresborough, and 
my mothe^r met me twenty miles on the 
road. 1 arrived on the 4th of November ; 
at which period, and when at Knaresborough^ 
J was under the most gloomy feelings. If I 
attended chapel or church, it was not from 
any real desire, but to please my mother. 
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On the 4th of December my mother v^s 
taken ill, and remained in a dangerous state 
for about a fortnight/ when the fever ap* 
j^eared to leave her; and on the 19Ui '<jf 
TDecember she hkd one of the Wesleyan coii- 
tiexion, (a very worthy man of the name of 
Atkinison, who liVed in one of our' houses^) 
to pray With her, and return thanks-to God. 
About 8 o^clock the next morning, (Sunday,) 
my father came into my room, and said 
mother wanted to see fne. I went in ; 
said, she wanted to see me, as she th<^ 
she was going to die. ** I have done,** sal 
she, " the best I could for my childrdti, I 
beg of you to put your trust in the LoW.** 
We senl for some of the neighbours, and in 
'the course of an hour her spirit departed 
into the hands of her Creator. 

My readers may form some idea of my 
feelings at this period. During my absence, 
she had deprived herself of almost every 
comfort, to piake a provision for me, in case 
I was heard of; and just after she had i^^en 
hier, was snatched away : but then it was in 
mercy. The great and compassionate God 
had seen what she had sustained on my ac«- 
count : he saw she had suffered enough ; and 
no doiibt, foreseeing that the vanity, pridb 
and avaricious disposition of the Rev. An- 
drew Reed, would induce him to publish 
the libels he had written on m^, he drew 
her spirit away from this world, to. prevent 
thos^ feelings and sensations to which she 
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"would have been exposed, from a perusal b( 
that fictitious novel, and its operation upon 
my nervous system, character, family and 
connexions in life. 

>• On Thursday the 24th of December, my 
^brother arrived, after Ravelling with all the 
speed possible; and* we buried her that 
evening, her mortal remains being preceded 
I by the singers belonging to the Wesleyan 

Methodists. , * ' 

)fl^!fA^fter arranging every thing to the satis- 
Rustion of my father, we returned to Lon- 
f'don; and I cannot refrain from noticing 
bere, that after the death of my mother, my 
I brother and Mrs. Barnett manifested an in- 
I creasing kindness to me, and seemed desir- 
ous to fill up the chasm my mother's de^th 
Imd create<l. DuHng all these changes, reli- 
gion never entered my thoughts, excepting 
as to one who was cut off from all its privi- 
leges and delights ; ''my anxiety was chiefly 
about my temporal interests. Without any 
scruples, I entered into all those worldly 
amusements, which are considered as inno- 
'cetkt, neglecting the iri)perious calls of reli- 
gion altogether ;' but my conduct as it re- 
garded attention to business, &c. was such, 
as gave satisfaction to my brother. Yet 
there was an " aching void.'' The short- 
ness of this life, anft the hope that Sometimes 
beamed upon my mind to illuminate the 
future, caused me to reflect, and to think 
that perhaps after all I was not a castaway. 
^9 ..i...-. ■ ^ 
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And however strange it may appear to the 
religious world, it is a fact, (and I am bound 
in justice to state nothing but facts,) that the 
religious impression at the death of my 
mother, soon wore away, nor had I any 
return of such impressions until August, 
1819. At this period I entered into a de- 
tail of my views to my brother. It was his 
^intention to grant me a share of his business^ 
as he had jio family of his own ; but when 
I told him I did not like it, he readily qM|| 
ed to aid me in any thing in which I efad^ 
to embark. Previously to my entering info 
any business, or into any situation, I pro- 
posed to him that I would write to the heads 
of the Government office, where I had been 
15 years ; and on the 24th of August we 
drew up a letter and" forwarded it. The 
following is the answer. 

September 9, 1819. 
Sir, Having laid before my Lords 

your letter of the 24th iilt. I have 



received their lordship's commands to ac- 
quaint you that it 19 not in their power to 

restore you to your situation in the . 

I am to add that your name has been not- 
ed for consideration : but the opportunities 

of appointments to , are so very rare^ 

that their lordships cannot hold out any en- 
couragement. 

I am, Sir» Your Obedt. 
Mr. F. Barnett, 
' Spring Gardens Hotel. 
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When I received this answer, my brother 

Was on a visit to his friend at Brigg. I 

I DOW determined on taking some situation, 

>so that I might attend to religion, as I 

thought, consistently. I called upon my 

: friends Mr. William Bridgman, and Mr. 

! John Walton, and communicated to them 

[ my determination. They informed me they 

I would look out for me. At this period, I 

never heard a word respecting "No 

on,'' although it had; been published 

er since May. About this time, Mr. Ar- 

nould, the bookseller of Spring Gardens, 

mentioned the work to me, as my Life : I 

told him I knew nothing of it, and thinking 

that he was only joking, I took no further 

notice of it ; but at another interview, he 

renewed the subject, and told me the title 

of the book, "rfo Fiction ;" I solemnly 

declared again, I knew nothing of it. He 

smiled, and said it was a very curious thing 

that my life should be published, and that I 

should not know any thing about it He 

then told me who was the author of it. He 

'said it was -written by Andrew Reed, and 

appeared as if he was fully convinced, 1 must 

have had some concern in the publication, 

although 1 would not acknowledge it. The 

next time I went into the city, I saw a copy 

in Mr. Westley's window ; I went i% and 

read different parts of it, so that I believe I 

remained in the shop two or three hours, 

and went away without buying it, as I 
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to tender a return of my qld affliction ineri" 
table. I was, however, desirous of getting 
into a situation, but as it regarded die du- 
ties, I was woefblljr mistaken, as the dre:|dful 
state the books were in, rendered it ardu* 
ous, and the labour unexampled. But I was 
the more desirous now to get into a situa- 
tion, as I was fearful the very moment my 
brother got hold of ** No Fiction,'^ he would 
insist on my prosecuting the author, which 
on my refusal would cause a rupture betwioA 
us; and to prevent my brother coming iDlR 
knowledge of it,. I requested our neighbour^ 
Mr. Arnould, the bookseller, to keep it out 
of his window, which he did, and by this 
means, no doubt, lost the sale of several 
copies, and for which I can only return him 
my public thanks. 

When I made my application for the situ- 
ation, I viras not aware that there would be~ 
any opposition ; however, I found that the 
treasurer of the Building fund, Mr. WartoD, 
had a gentleman to propose, and that he was 
determined on bringing him in. I then be- 
gan to hesitate about proceeding. However, 
1 was persuaded by my friends, Mr. Bridg- 
man, Mr. Walton, and Mr. Teape, to perse- 
vere ; as they justly stated, that although my 
getting of this situation would not be of 
much importance in itself, yet it would make 
me known in the event of any thins more 
worthy of notice offering. Having formed 
this resolution; on the Friday followingi 
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Mr. Reed, and a friend of his went out 

tanyassing, while I wrote to the whole of 

the Board; and I cannot refrain from re- 

cordiog my ohligations to Mr. TeapOyWho, 

on that occasion, exerted his influence with 

the managers direct, with . whom be was 

personally acquainted, and endeavoured to 

approach those with whom, he had no per- 

I sonal intercourse, through some common 

^Jriend. In fact, he did every thing in his 

npver to forward my election. I was not, 

r however, very anxious, as it regarded the 

result ; but in my canvass, I found that it 

assumed the appearance of a personal contest 

between Mr. Warton the treasurer, and Mr. 

i Beed the secretary, so that I did not think 

it necessary to take any notice of those 

squibs which are common at election^ ; . but 

on the 10th of November, I was informed 

of several detrimental reports, most of which 

I could trace to " No Fiction," though they 

Xirere not tangible. 

Among these scandalous tales of which I 
informed Mr. Bridgman, one was, that I had 
absconded with a check of my brother's* 
The others were, that I had beei^ reprimandr 
ed and dismissed from my official situatipOy 
and that I was deficient at the Water-works 
in my collection. Mr. Bridgman on hear- 
ing this immediately waited on Mr. Reed 
to know if such reports were afloat, when 
he informed him of the fact. Mr. Bridg- 
man then instantly put his horse into hisi 
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chaise, and drove to my brother's, while I 
went to' the gentleman at the head of the 
department where I had been 15 years, and 
to Mr. Nelthorpe, to whom I related the re- 
ports that were abroad ; when both these 
gentlehien expressed their astonishment, and 
wrote the following letters under a firm con- 
viction that they might be called upon by 
some of the Board to substantiate the state- 
ments. Had it not been for these reports 
should not have procured these documei 
and that it was in consequence of these im- 
ports may be seen ; as they, as well as my 
brother's letter, are dated the lOth of Novem- 
ber. And these documents written by gen- 
tlemen of high official respectability and 
responsibility, to a' body of gentlemen, and 
on a public occasion, are more conclusive 
than any private documents I might now 
procure. In addition to those, 1 insert a 
few letters from some df my friends, who, 
finding I was thus attacked, thought they 
might as well put in their recommendation ^ 
and I now publish the whole of them, authen- 
ticated by Mr. Marriott, the Assistant Secre- 
tary to the London Orphan Asylum. The 
originals of course, remain at the office, 
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To the Board of Managers, 
V London Orphan Asylum. 

St, Ge&rge^a in the East, 
November 8, 1819. . 
Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to state that I have 
personally known Mr. Barnett for many 
years ; that he is in every way qualified for 
the situation of Sub-secretary, and would be 
of great advantage to the best interests of 
|A| Charity. . 

r I am ready to be bound for him immedi-* 
[ ately for any amount. Yours, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. Bridoman. 

A true copy, 
T. J. Marriott. 

To the Board of Managers, 
London Orphan Asylum. 
Gentlemen, 

Having been intimate with Mr. 
Francis Barnett, for many years, I beg to 
recommend him most heartily to your favour, 
as one fully capable, and entirely trustwor- 
thy, of filling the vacant ofiice of Assistant 
Secretary to your valuable Institution, and 
especially from his feeling a most lively 
interest in the welfare and extension of our 
important object. I remain, &c. 

(Signed) George Offor, 

Bookseller, Tower Hill. 
A true copy, Nov. 9, 1819. 

T. J. Marriott. 
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To the Board of Managers, 

of the London Orphan Asylum* 
Jit^elMky, Whitechapel^ Nov. \% 1819. 
Gentlemeny 

I beg leave to acquaint youyHiat 
I havfe had the pleasure of knowing Mr. 
Bamett from* a child, and consider him' in 
every respect^ eminently qualified for the 
situation of Assistant Secretary. 

I am ready to become his security fw 
any amount you may require. I am. fi^^M| 
(Signed) John Wact«*i; ^ 

A true copy, - *' 

T. J. Marriott* • ♦ 

* 

To the Committee of the 

London Orphan Asylum. 

Tower Hill, November 10, 1819/v 
Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to recommend' to 
your notice, Mr. Francis Barnett, for the 
office of Sub-secretary to the London Orphan 
•Asylum, fully believing that he will be found 
well qualified for its duties, «nd active and 
diligent in the discharge of the same. 
' From the long period that I have known 
him, permit me>'to> add, that so strong an 
opinion I entertain of his integrity, thaty if 
requested, most readily I would offer mf' 
self for his' security. I am, &e. 

(Signed) Henby Tsaps* 

A true copy, 

T. J. Af ARBIOTT* 
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Inland Ikparimtnty 
Oeneral Po^t Office^ Nov. 10, 1819« 
Gentlemen, 

In the event of its being neces* 
saiy, I beg to state, that Mr. Francis Bar^ 
nett^ held a responsible situation in this de- 
partment nearly 15 years, and was under 
the necessity of quitting solely on ctccount 
o^ severe indi^osition ; but after an ab'^ 
9mce of nine months J and there being no 
hope qf hie returning^ the Postmaster Gen** 
eral filled up the vacany. 

During the time Mr. Bamett was in this 
department, he conducted himself with 
strict honour and propriety y and I am per- 
suaded he would be an acquisition to your 
establishment if he should be fortunate 
enough to obtain the appointment of Assis* 
taut Seeretary. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Daniel Stow, 

Superintending President 
A true copy, of the Inland Department. 
T. J. Mabriott. 

To the Board of Managers, 
London Orphan Asylum. 

Lambeth Water-works^ 
Blael^riars Boad, November 10, 1819. 
Gentlemen, 

Mr. Francis Bamett who is now 
a candidate for your situation, filled the of- 
fice of clerk and collector to the proprietors. 
30 
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of the Lambeth Water-works, at consider- 
able period 9 and with distinguished ability, 
so long as his health permitted him to dis- 
charge the duties of an arduous and most 
responsible situation. 

I consider him to be a person as capable 
of undertaking the business he is now de^ 
iirous to have, for jiou^ in a most creditable 
manner ; and I am happy to give my testi- 
mony in favour of a gentleman from whcntt 
r invariably received that attention to the 
duties of his office here, tohich enabled me 
to speak of him to his employers in such a 
way as to give them, the greatest satvi- 
faction. 

In this situation, intricate accounts and 
large sums of money were at all times 
with pleasure entrusted to him^ and his 
integrity, and his knowledge of business 
in general, was such as to gain him th^ 
continued approbation of gentlemen most 
conversant in those things. 1 do believe, 
that if he be the object of your choice, he 
will not fail to give your respectable body 
the satisfaction it is fit you should derive 
from an o£Scer filling the situation desired. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Nelthorpe. 

Secretary to the Board of the 

Lambetti 'Water- works. 

A true copy, '- 

T. J. Marriott. * '^ • - 
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Rev. Mr. Reed. 

Spring Gardens^ Nov, 10, 1S19. 

Sir, 

Mr. Bridgmaa has this moment 
called upon me for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing the truth of a report injurious to the 
character of my brother, inasmuch, as he was 
guilty of a breach of. trust towards myself. 
So far from this being the case, I most 
solemnly declare, he never directly or in- 
4ivectly injured me; 'nor do I believe him 
capable towards any person living of being 
otherwise than just ; and I am ready in the 
most ample manner to vouch.for his integrity, 
in any manner he may now or in future re-^ 
quire. If the report has originated in error, 
here let it end, if otherwise, the author is a 
villainy and I am ready to prove it. 

As regards the situation in question, I am 
perfectly indifferent, to his honour ^ I am 
• not, and I hope you will excuse the hurried 
manner in which I have wrote you. 

I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Robert Barnstt. 

A true copy, 
T. J. Marriott. 

On the 11th of November, the election 
took place, when I had a majority of three. 
On that occasion, the whole of my fictitious 
life, as well as the charge alluded to, was 
brought forward. Mr. Cooke, a g«atleipan 
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of talent and int^tty, was in the chair, ^4 
Opposed to me ; or more properly speaking 
was interested for the other candidate, nna 
0f eotme had a right to state any fact sim- 
poetd to have occurred in my past li^ 
which made against me. As he was a meaS^ 
bet of Mr. Reed's church, he well knew bt 
the work " No Fiction ;" and ti 
^nted, that his minister — he i 
tered in holy things — he who u 
bassador of that Lord who " h 
ing tongue;" and who had of 
his congregation, that " lyir^ &j 
mination to the liord," — wool 
Hbtrattly torite gross falsehood: 
rious calumnies of any individual 
Ocularly of a person for whom h 
so much friendship,) he boldly and Jtropo*^, 
brought forward the aberrations of LefevW 
against me. Mr. Reed now was in a dileo^ 
mi. He did not know what to do. H*. 
couid not truly say the character was not 
meant for me ; for there were besides Mr, 
Cooke, three persons present who knew iHe 
contrary ; Mr. Hubbock, Mr. John Foul^i^ 
and Mr. Robert Charles. Urged, however, 
by necessity, he immediately rose, and 
defied any one to prove that that eharac' 
ter was meant for me; and to sanction this 
challenge, he spoke of me in the highest 
manner, referring to the documents (real, 
not fictitious ones) which I had produced, 
JQ e>nU«diction to the character of Lefevre, 
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which, of course silenced his oppooents, and 
astonished his friends. 

I cannot but here relate as something very 
e^raordinary, that although there were only 
two candidates on that occasion, and conse* 
^uently an examination of both could not 
have occupied much time, yet they went to 
the vote without calling either of us before 
them. The motive was evident. Mr. Reed 
^w, if I had been called, 1 should havo 
illenged the accusations at once, as the 
lation was comparatively of little con- 
sequence to me. 

After I was elected, Mr. Cooke commii<* 
nicated to me in a very gentlemanly nuui* 
ner, the result. But in returning thanks, I 
thought it necessary to allude to the reports 
I had heard, which were injurious to my cha* 
racter ; and was going on to state the falsity, 
of them, and my determination to prosecute 
the individuals, however high they might 
be in that Charity, and however wealthy 
they might be in the world, when Mr. Cooke 
, very properly stopped me. 

After the election, Mr. Reed, Mr. Hub- 
bock and myself, went in a coach to Cannon 
Street Road; and on our way,Mr. Hubbock 
related some of the slanderbus expressions 
which had been introduced that evening, 
and remarked before Mr. Reed, ^^ that if 
every man's character is to be subject to 
anonymous attacks, no person is safe ;" Mr. 
Reed made no observation. But as I was 
30* 
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«wtre*tbftt dl the di«rget wef« ftdse^ ^a^dl 
Sensible that my honesty and integrity, af 
well as my industry would betr^-tiba-most 
minute Bemtiny, I determined on Ik-ii^fig 
my oppiments inta a eeurt^ol justice; and 
jrilh'this vieW) I called tipoo my friend Mi^ 
Sridgman the- next morning, who aeeom 
jmnied me to Measrs. Smit& ited Hildas- 
Min> to^eiAter an^ aetion at'oaee against tbe 
mdiTiduals who brought the accusatioi 
We went to Mr. Henderson in 
te^ M^^. Bridganan's able and Hbeval 
Mr. Sheffield, because Mr. Hendemcm )wa^€ 
member of the Board of Managemeat» |»id 
ma» present when the charges were maA^ 
&u our way, we had some con^^rsatiOtt rela^ 
ti^re te ^< No Fiction ;^' when I infimneA 
Mv. Bridgman, that so far from my having 
any thing to do with that work, I knew, 
nothing of it until about a month before tiw 
eieetton^ and that even now not one wocd 
had passed between Mr. Reed and myself 
on the subject ; and that so far from my Aiif« 
nishiog any materials, I had nev^ seen Mr* 
ileed but onoe since Oetoheo, 1818, and 
then only a minute on Ludgate HiU ; mod 
that I never had from that* time till Mwi 
Teap$ sentfor me, any communication wtlii 
him either by writing or verbally^ eJHsept 
the leUer to which I have alluded. i 

Mr. Bridgman on hearing this dedai»^ 
tion, exprei^ed his astonishment at Mf» 
Beed's conduct. He said it was as well 
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Ikfiowa in his ehureh) as if the names weM 
pat to it ; in fact, that there was a key to it 
kfloided routtdy to which my nanie»-**-Reed'% 
«— and the names of his father and mother 
were put ; but for some of thei oth^- ebarae* 
tCFs thejr were at a loea^ In addition to tbia^ 
he told me, that it was ourreiMJy rc^rted 
•nd credited, that Reed and I had written 
it together, and that it was published for sij 
nefit, which had caused several indiYiduah 
sympathised in my afflictions to piir« 
^mse it. In reply I told him, so far from 
&at beiof^ the case^ I had actually purchased 
a eopy for myself. Mr. Bridgman had 
always found that my word was to be taken, 
. he therefore placed confidence in my solemn 
f asseveration ; but at the same time observed, 
that very few would believe me, and ex- 
pressed his regret that I had been elected^ 
and wished me to speak to Mr. Henderson 
^out it, as he said it was the most astonisb- 
ing . thing in the world, that any person 
should take such a liberty withano^er indi^ 
vidual, and yet wear the mask «f friendship. 
In the course of a few days^ when eon^ 
versing on the charges with- Mr. Reed, I 
tokL him they all originated from a work 
pablished about me. He asked rae what 
work ; I told him ^' No Fiction.'' He nn- 
mediately exclaimed, (turning paler than his 
regular paleness,) '^ What !. have you heard 
of it ?V " Yes,?' said I, " and read part of 
V' «iid laid ;hiift wh§t I bad beard. Bm 
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itas then goinsc off in ttie Btacktteath stag^ 

^IwouH 

ctMTie down to his house, and have some taHf 



t« Mr. Holmes's, and said he wished I 



with him on the suhject, and he would con- 
v4nce me that it was not writteo with M' 
intention to injure me; and that so far froM" 
my being guilty of the aberrations altributeJf 
to hefcvre, he would at his own e^eniit 
prosecute any man who identified me wl& 
bofevre. 

According to appointment, I i 

Mr. Reed, when he went into ' 

of the thins ; saying that the 
of it was written, when it was 
was dead ; that he thought it wi 
to" publish it, after taking so ni 
and especially as it might do go 
people ; that the character wa 
for me ; that no one would know any (hiitf 
about it-, that he had no idea I should et^ 
come into his connexion again, or he wo'UJML 
not have published it; that he was ver? 
sorry now he had fDublished it ; and concliidea* 
hy asking me, if when it lOax menHonedti 
I would protect him, and not e^fpose MmT 
After- this explanation, and afterthis reqii^t, 
I made the promise, and kept my word in' 
every instance where my character was not 
attacked ; although in doing this,' I hare 
sometimes been guilty of deception and 
dvplicily. He asked me, if I had said any 
thing to Mr. Cooke, and I told him I had ; 
when be expreued hia Eorrofr, and wished 
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me not to ^mmunicate any more, as he waa 
a very cunning man, and always opposed 
him ; that be wanted to be deacon in his 
church, to which he objected, because he 
was a troublesome man. I told faiiDy I had 
seen Mr. Cooke, and that I had voluntarily 
said a great deal to Mr. C. and that he did 
not want to draw any thing from me. I of 
course told him that the account was false, &c 
What had passed, he said, could not be help* 
dlj^ he wished I would not say any more, 
il0 he was a prying man, and would tadk of 
iiin company. He also requested me not 
to answer any questions, but keep them all 
in the dark about it. Instead, however, of 
complying with this request, I believe I call- 
I ed upon Mr. CookcT, and told him part of 
what Mr. Reed had said. Shortly after^ 
Mr. Reed read me part of a letter from this 
gentleman, in which he stated, that however 
cautious Mr. Reed might be to keep the au- 
thor and the hero secret, the openness and 
frankness of Mr. Barnett would prevent it ; 
and concluded by altering a previous invita* 
tion to tea, to a dinner. Mr. Reed said, 
when he dined with him, he should have 
some serious conversation with Mr. Cooke 
on the unwarrantable and improper manner 
he had spoken of that work ; and both him<* 
self and Mrs. Reed observed, that this was 
the way Mr. Cooke always acted ; he 
thwarted Mr. Reed on public occasions, be- 
cause he would not propose him as a deacon^ 
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and then, after he had thus opposed him, he 
seat canting notes and invitations. As col-p 
lateral evidence of part of the foregoing state- 
ment; I publish the following documents. 

To Mr. Baknj3tt. 

Red Lion Street^ 
November 12, 1819. 
Dear Sir,, 

Would it not be better that two 
or three friends should accompany yoi)-^ 

Mr. to try. first if a proper writtea 

testimony can be obtained fronx him to do 
away the rancorous charges made against 
you ? I feel warmly interested io the justi- 
fication of your character, and it is of addi- 
tional importance, inasmuch as the name 
of our mutual friend^ Jl, i?.* is connecti^,. 
As men — character is inestimable; but as 
professing Christians it becomes us not only 
to feel sensible to the shadow of reproach, 
but at the same time in a firm and tem]>erate 
manner to rebut any thing that may bring 
reproach upon ourselves or profession. I 
am induced, therefore, to submit- to you, 
whether it may not be preferable to apply 

first to Mr. through your friends. And 

I think it may be preferable, because I am 
much inclined to think that the vHe mlumny 
brought gainst your character has not 
lost any of its malignity in the channel of 
communication to the JBoard* And I think 

* Aodrew Reed. 
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it very probable from the spirit in which 
those charges were made last night, that you 

may yet have to revert back to Mr. W . 

I write hastily to submit my ideas to you 
and Mr. R. and leave it to your better 
judgment to determine which course to take. 
You will understand me that though I re- 
commend the mildest mode of procedure, I 
Hill' not inclined to relax in the least in the 
nd for proper justification. Firebrands 
been wantonly scattered, and though 
Wis have last night done much, we must 
e&tnpletely extinguish the embers. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

T. HuBBOCX. 

Mr. Francis Barnett, 

To Smith and Henderson. 

1819. 

Nov. 12. Attending you and ^r. Bridgman, 
conferring respecting slanderous re- 
presentations made by Mr. Warton 
to the Committee of the Londoi> 
Orphan Asylum, on the occasion of 
your election to the office of Assis- 
tant Secretary, and which he stated 

i had been communicated to him by 

k. Mr. ; and under all thfe circum-> 

stances of the case, we advised that 

Mr. should be applied to by 

letter, to make satisfaction. 



860 
13th, Writing a letter to Mr- 



cordingTy. Attending, conib 
with you respecting the sikniii 
expressions used by>Ir* Vfaxtibip 
on the letter wrote to Mr. 





thereon. i 

17tb. Attending you and the Mev* 

Reed, Conferring, as to .this tf^i 

tion, and on Mr. wishlbf ' 

plain away the effect of thif.i 
tions made by Mr. Wartap, wfi( 
insisted on the matter bein^ 
ed in, and instructed us to write ^ 

•" mediately to Mr. for the naniie 

of bis solicitor. Writing a letter to 

Mr. to request the name of Hi^ 

solicitor might be handed immediately 
to us. 

I8th. Attending Mr. this day, in con* 

sequence of our letter to him, vrhi&k 
he confessed h6 had said unwa^nt- 
able things to Mr. Warton, but eit- 
pretsed his readiness to apologise; 

From the foregoing account, my readers 
will see that I \fiis not afraid to meet the 
charges; and that Mr. Heed attended with 
me at one conference, when he offered to 
spend any money to prosecute respectable 

* I leave out the f(entlemaa^s name wfao waff misled 
by the ImlsiUei in No FSction* 
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characters for stating charges against mei 
which he had published nimself to the 
world, as truths, under the garb of the 
ministerial profession. The gentleman with 
whom the report originated, had been known 
to me for many years, and was connected 
with some of my friends ; and as he ac- 
knowledged having given wrong inform** 
iion to Mr. Warton, and expressed his readi* 
ftpss to apologize, I willingly withdrew my 
, }Urbsecution, and agreed to submit the busi- 
ness to friendly arbitration, as my intentioa 
was only to vindicate my own character; 
and to shew how cautious a man ought to be' 
in taking liberties with the character of an 
individual who esteems his reputation more 
than life. In proof that I wished my con* 
duct to be thoroughly investigated, I pat 
seven names on paper, and waited upon Mr. 
Cooke with them, as a gentleman who had, 
excepting Mr. Warton, most powerfully 
opposed me at the election. Out of the five 
managers, I selected himself^ and another 
gentleman who had voted a^inst me. To 
the gentleman who was the cause of it, I 
submitted these names,^ and he would not 
strike out one of them. • 

The following are the Minnies of that 

Meeting. 

December 1, 1819. 
At a Meeting held at the house of the Or- 
phan Asylum, St. Mary Azey for the purpoi^ 
31 
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of arbitrating on points between Mf; Francis 
Barnett, and Mr. , respecting state- 
ments made at the Board of Managers on 
the 11th of November, tending to prejudice 
the. eharacter of Mr. Barnett : 

Present, Messrs. Burnell, Teape, Poulger, 
Hubbock, Charles, and Cooke. Mr. Bumdl 
in the cjiair. 

The following were adduced cts the Char^jg 
made to the Board of Managers, on tm^ 
occasion referred to. 

Mr. Warton stated, that he had been .in- 
formed by Mr. , that the said Mr. 

Barnett had received a check from his 
Jirother, which, instead of appropriating to 
.the object for which it was delivered to him, 
he absconded with it, and was advertised : 
and had been guilty of other irregularities 
-of conduct. 

Mr. being called in, admits that he 

-communicated the above statements to Mr. 
Warton's son, with the exception that instead 
of " absconding,'* he said, " went off;*' and 
added, that Mr. Barnett was deranged in 
mind at the time. He told Mr. Warton, 
jun. likewise, that he resumed his situation 

at the , on his return. 

Resolved unanimously. 

That Mr. be required to sign the 

ibllowing declaration, and to pay all the 
expenses incurred in this business. 
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Ihckiralion to be signed by 



Having been iostrumental in misleading 
Mr. Warton, upon a point of the highest im- 
portance to the character of Mr^ Barnett, 
which I have assented to, with the explana* 
tions prefixed ; I do most unequivocally 
state, that I believe him never to have been 
guilty of the acts imputed to him ; and most 
sincerely apolbgize to him, as well as to the 
Board of Managers, for my great inack 
vertence ; and hope it will not have any in- 
jurious effect upon his character, having 
always considered him, a young msln of the 
most strict integrity. 

(Signed) ^ ' ■ ■ '■> > - 

We the underisigned, having minutely in* 
vestigated the charges brought against Mr. 
Barnett, do unanimously agree that they are 
wholly unfounded. 

R^olved, 
That these statements, and the declaratien 

of Mr. be enclosed to the Board of 

Managers. 

John Burnejli., Thomas Httbbocjc^ 
. John Foulgeh, HbiTrt Tbapjc, 
RoB£BT Charles, William X3ooxe. 

Resolved, 
That the docuiDent signed by Mr. Barneit 
a^d Mr. , referring this to^ the forch 
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ttamed arbitrators, be preserine^ u) the haads 
of Mr. Buroell. 

Resolved unanimously^ 
That Mr. Barnett be informed, that we 
ttie arbitrators^ consider the determinatioa q{ 
t^is e¥ening„ as superseding all legal pro- 
eeedings m relation Ho these charges, not 
only as they attach to Mr. — -^-^ but to 
e^ery other person or persons who might 
liftve been implicate* 

This arbitration, of course, was sent to 
tbe Board ; when Mr. Watton stated (as I 
understood, not being in the room at the 
ttnae,) ^^ that it was not his intention to 
injure me. But since the election, he had 
•ome to the knowledge of a work which 
was given as a true history of my li£^, and 
lA which thece were charges that justified 
him in the conduct he had adopted.^^ I was 
called in, and informed by the Board, that 
I was at liberty to do as I thought proper 
with tbe papers ; so I sent a copy to «ach 
of the Board. After this I became more 
comfortable, although the public will na- 
Imrally be convinced, that my situatipn was 
not a bed of roses. In justice to Mr. 
WartoR I must say, that from that time un- 
til I left the Asylum, he treated me with 
the utmost kindness, and shewed by his 
ooAduct, how sensible be was of the injury 
the fibeb ia ^f No Fiction'' had don^ mev \ 
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An opportunity oeeurred in about a fortnigfat 
after this^ which^ I believe, gave Mr. War«# 
ton full proof, that I bore no animosity, and 
raised me in his estimation. 

As my friends had made inquiry for a 
situation, previously to this ccmtest, Mr. 
Bridgman sent for me, and said that a friend 
of his, Mr. Spackman, a merchant in Brood 
Street, had informed him that he was in 
want of a person like myself as cashier, and 
that he would be glad to have me. This 
situation would have yielded me, with half 
the trouble, double the income I could have 
at the Orphan Asylum ; but having pledged 
myself to the Committee that in the event of 
my being elected, I would not leave them 
under twelve months, or at least without six 
months' notice ; and when I informed Mr. 
Reed of this situation, he said, both his word 
and mine would be forfeited, and I could sot 
in honour leave them. Thus circumstanced, 
i was determined, sooner than sacrifice my 
word and honour, to sacrifice my prospects 
of ease and profit. Of this situation I gave 
Mr. Warton immediate information, that he 
might let the person know of it, who stood 
the contest with me. Mr. Warton expressed 
his thanks to me for this mark of my con- 
sideration. 

It is unnecessary I should detain my rea- 
ders by a long account of the time I was at 
the Orphan Asylum ; or any further allusion 
to it, or to my leaving, had it not been that 
31* 
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tome of Mn Reed's coogregelien hftve eir^ 
eulaied reports detrimental to my charaeler j 
viz. that I had been dismiased from that aitii^ 
ation disgracefully. Far be it from me to in* 
sinuate, that these reports either origin^tad 
withy or were sanctioned by Mr. I(eed. Sftdft 
pretended friends only do injury to any pwtJL 
they espouse. 

During the time i was in this situation^ ^ 
endoaToured to perform my duty to the bes^ 
of my abilities ; and never felt so BHiCib fh^ 
sure as when I could procure a, guinea «liNr 
that excellent Institution. And so far fiMa 
being indififerent now to its prosper! ty^ .that 
had I a large sum to dispose of for chaiiiies» 
i would willingly give a portion o{ i4 to this 
Institution ; nor do I know a charity that is 
managed with so much decorum and econo- 
my. Mr. Reed's exertions for its prosperity 
are disinterested and unrewarded : his ser- 
vices being gratuitous. Whether in his ex* 
ertions he is actuated by vanit]^^ is not (or 
man to judge ; and whether the time he de- 
votes to it might not. be better employed^ is 
eondoling with the sick^ and warning sin- 
ners of the error of their ways, is a problem 
which eternitv alone can solve. Sorry in* 
deed should I be, that the interests of this 
Institution should suffer by any personal diSf 

Eutes between the Secretary and myselL I 
ave endeavoured, and shall continue to en- 
deavour^ to avoid every thing that might in 
^ least eonduce to this effect ; and sliouM 
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I ever meet bim by aoeident, at this or ai>y 
other place^ I shall avoid him as I would a 
stranger. 

During mj eonnei^ion with this Institu^ 
tioiiy I think it proper to state, that from the 
period I was elected., to the time I left, I 
neTei* met wi0 aay diarespeetful or unkind 
behaviour from any gentlemen at the Board. 
My exertions always received ffom them 
that countenance and approbation, which to 
me were more gratefiil than sordid gain. At 
the end of the year 1820, however, I was 
unfortunately visited again by my over- 
whelming calamity. This was brought on in 
part by over-exertion, and in part from too 
freely mixing with company, and the heavy 
duties that then pressed upon me. 

My religion during the period I was there, 
might be called any thing but religion ; some- 
times I went to Mr. Reed's chapel, at other 
times to the Methodist chapel, and occasion-^ 
ally neglected attending any place of wor- 
ship whatever. But there was onjB thing oc- 
curred towards the latter end of this year, 
which had a very powerful effect on my 
mind, arising from the conduct of Mr. Reed ; 
the nature of which will be visible to every 
person. 

In the former part of my history, the rea- 
der has been informed, that I was indebted 
a Slim of moiiey to oU Mr. Reed. At the 
time I was taken ill, this sum of money stood 
over J and wheii my Iprother inet me at 
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Gravesend^ he mentioned the circumstance^ 
and said he would have it settled. This I 
mentioned to Mr. Reed when I dined with 
him in October, 1818 ; he replied, it was of 
no consequence whatever, and desired me 
not to make myself uneasy about it ; that 
when I got into a situation, I could soon set- 
tle it y his parents were not iti want of mo- 
ney. On my being elected to the Orphan 
Asylum, I renewed the business with Mr. 
Reed, jun. (for I never had any conversation 
with the old people about it) He then in- 
formed me that he had entered into an agree- 
ment with his parents, and as he had taken 
Martha off their hands, they had agreed 
that she should have the money I owed them ; 
I might therefore consider it settled with his 
parents, and pay him as I found it most con- 
venient, in the course of a few years, w^hen 
my circumstances were better. 

About the month of August this year, Mr. 
Walton spent the day with me; and, observ- 
ing that there was a gloominess often depict- 
ed in my countenance, he asked me if there 
were any old debts which I had not discharg- 
ed ; if there were, I knew his circumstances, 
and that I might have whatever money I 
wanted, and he did not care whethor I paid 
bim again or not. I replied that I owed 
nothing, excepting the debt to old Mn Reed, 
and that young Mr. Reed had now ^settled 
it with them, and that he wished me not to 
think of it ; and that I might pay him wh^n 
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my income was increased. This conversa*- 
tion I told Mr. Reed, when he said, Mar- 
tha did not Want any thing, and again de« 
sired me not to trouble myself about it. To 
my great astonishment, however, one even- 
ing, in the latter end of October, Mr. Wil- 
liam Bridgman asked me if I was indebted 
any thing to old Mr. Reed ? when I said I 
was not j adding, tliat I had owed them a 
sum of money, but that young Reed had 
settled it with them, and that I was to pay 
bim when convenient, and entei^ed into the 
forementioned detail. He said it was very 
strange ; as old Mrs. Reed had been there 
only a few nights ago, and told him they 
had been very unfortunate, and that the 
money I owed them would be of service to 
them. In consequence of this communica^ 
tion, Mr. Bridgman waited upon Mr. and 
Mrs. Reed, sen. and informed them what I 
had said about their sop, when .they boldly 
asserted that their son had stated a falsity ^ 
that they never agreed to let Martha have 
the moiiey ; and to convince Mr. Bridgman, 
old Mrs. Reed took the bill which 1 have 
previously alluded to out of the drawer. 
This appeared to me very extraordinary, 
and I observed to Mr. Bridgman I would 
speak to Mr. Walton about it. Mr. Bridge 
man asked me if it wa;s convenient to me, 
would I pay them the whole of the money ? 
I replied that I would. That Mr. Bridg- 
man might ascertain in what way I became 
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indebted to old Mr. Reed, I gave him my- 
book of account with Mrs. Reed, a duplicate 
of which she has in my writing. In looking 
it over, he found that twenty -one guineas a 
year were charged to my account for the four 
yeaTs, during which the Rev. A. Reed occu- 
pied one of the rooms, and that he thought 
half of that sum for the four years ought to 
be deducted. This Mr. Bridgman mentioa- 
ed to the old people, when they said, it was 
very hard that any part should be deducted 
for lodging, as their son had never paid 
them one farthing for the four -years* 
board during that time ; and that now 
they were very much distressed. And as 
an incentive to persuade me to pay them 
the whole sum for these four years, they 
went into a detail to him; stating, that 
could they have got any person to pay the 
rent of their cottage (dg9 per annum,) at 
Cheshunt, they would not have come to live 
again in Cannon Street Road ; nor have suf- 
fered a variety of other minute privations to 
which they were subjected : the relation of 
which excited the sympathies of my friend, 
and it was enough to produce fejeling in a heart 
of stone. So powerfully affected was Mr. 
Bridgman, whom hundreds of Mr. Reed's 
congregation have unblushingly nick-named 
" Wallis,'* that he offeVed to look out for a 
little shop, and at his own risk put them 
into it; which, when their son Andrew 
heard of, he requested me to entreat Mr,, y 
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I. 

^ridgman not to put them into any shop, as 
they had plenty to live on ; that his father 
ancl mother were very imbecile, and did not 
know what they said. And as an evidence 
that they were not in want, he mentioned 
to me that his mother had paid over an ad? 
ditional J810, besides my money, which she 
had saved out of their income. So they 
did ; but then it was by pinching their bel- 
lies, and depriving themselves of those 
clothes which give respectability to years. 
I refer any one to Mr. Bridgman^ and to 
Mr. and Mrs. Reed, sen. for the correctness 
of this" statement. 

'In consequence of the conversation relat- 
ed by Mr. Bridgman, I requested him to 
give them a check immediately, for the 
whole amount, including the charge for both 
rooms for the four years; and on the 11th 
of November, 1820, Mr. Reed, sen. gave to 
Mr. Bridgman on my account, a receipt in 
full of all demands, which I am ready to 
shew to any one that may wish to see it. 
I have been particular in this relatipa for 
two reasons. 1. To shew that I have acted 
to the old people in a manner not com- 
mon for individuals, who have been subject 
to similar misfortunes with ipyself. And, 
to cover Mr. Bridgman for the sum advanc- 
ed, in case ,of my death, I signed over a 
portion of my patrimonial estate, which 
comeis to me at the death of my father. 
This^ however^ I did in opposition to the 



desire of Mr. Bridgman, an evidenee of 
which is manifest, by the fact which Mr. 
Sheffield can substantiate, that I did not do 
it until February, 1821, three months after 
he had paid the money, and a month after 
my iUoess. And I think it right to rdalb 
here, as an evidence of the confidence of my 
fitend Mr. William Bridgman, and a« a 
mark of almost unparalleled generosity, 
(whieh it would well become Mr. Rfed and 
a few others who speak lightly of him^ ia 
imitate,) that Mr. Bridg^ai^ when beiSad 
paid Mr. Reed, sen. handed over to me the 
original bill, and Mr. Reed^s receipt is full 
of all demands, and would not take any 
acknowledgment from me. It may not be 
considered intrusive, further to state, th^ 
when my brother Robert heard of this money 
being paid by Mr. Bridgman, he sent him 
three bills, of his own acceptance, for the 
whole amount be had paid ; so that my mind 
might not be shackled by being in debt ; 
nor that when mj father died, n I should 
outlive him, I should have any portion df 
tiiat patrimony taken from me which would 
be ^sefnl in the decline of life. Let any 
one ask Mr. Reed, jun. if all this is not fact 
I believe I Viewed him the bills. It was 
only thirteen days af^r the letter he had 
sent '< in canfidenee?^ to my sfster, of Janu* 
ary IB, 1S21^ that my brother gave the bills. 
2. To silence the shameful repots now ^ 
afiaat in Mr. Be&Ps congr^ation, that I * 
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I am still indebted a sum of money to M 

I Mr. Seed. 

When yonng Mr. Reed foand what had 
transpired, he was very angry with me; but 
when I retorted upon hifn, and charged 
kivn with subjecting me to the remarks of 
the world, by his falsehoods, he told me 
thst he had settled it with his mother ; that 
Miss Newell was present at the time ; aod 
when I asked him v^y he did not get the 
Ull from his mother? he declared he was 
ignorant of the existence of a bill. This 
^declaration I am unable to i^econcile with 
truth. This I know, he was more anxious 
to get the money, than he was about my 
eharaeter; and said, ^^ I daresay Martha will 
Bot get a guinea of the money now,'' which 
was the case, as the old lady very properly 
went and paid it all, and an additional £l(h, 
to discharge a debt to Miss Newell. 

Mr. Reed at this time appeared to be very 
eorry for his mother's conduct, assuring me 
that his statement was correct; and that Mr. 
Bridgman should not take any notice of 
what his parents had said, as, since their 
misfortunes, they frequently were not in 
their right mind ; so that now, as on other 
occasions, his plausible tale succeeded in 
Minding me to his deep and selfi^ princip 
plea. This occurrence, with other things 
pressed upon me, and on the' 3d of January, 
18121, I was taken dangerously ill; was at^ 
tended by Dr. Buxton, and another Medical 
32 
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gentleman, and in the course of a forfei|^ 
pronounced out of danger, although the re- 
mains of my affliction still survived. I was 
enabled in a short time to attend again to my 
duties ; and I determined on shewing my 
gratitude to God for his deliverance, by a 
more regular attendance on his worship, arid 
by an increased attention to the duties of 
my office ; and that these motives might not 
be nullified I abstained fronnrall those ^miK- 
lants, which are dangerous for persons tefi^ 
ject to afflictions similar to mine. In toy r^gl* * 
men I was abstemious, and I went through 
more arduous duties than otherwbe I eoald 
have done. 

Unfortunately an election for a Surveyor 
called forth the interested, discordant arrJ 
angry passions of the Board. Mr. Warton 
expected of course that he should be madfe 
surveyor, and Mr. Reed was anxious that i 
young maU; whose plan had been approved 
by the Board, should be appointed. Angry 
discussions ensued ; and one night, a regular 
and personal attack commenced between MrC 
Warton and Mr. Reed. ^ Mr. Warton is » 
very unfit man to enter into a contest witk 
Mr. Reed ; for he is open, candid and bold ; 
and Mr. Reed is sly, cunning and wary^ 
and I believe would submit coolly und^r any 
«lur. On the occasion alluded to, Mr. War- 
ion, in heat, and off his gusa^d, said, he was 
Ignorant of the cause of Mr. Reed's opposi- 
tion to him, as surveyor, unless it was i« 
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cupposing Mr. Barnett when elected ; but 
he (emphatically) exclaimed^ ^^ I did not 
then know that Mr, Reed jvas Douglas^ 
and that Mr, Barnett was Lefevre.^^ 
The Board cried out " Shame/' and inter- 
fered. 

Although I did not take any notice of 
this attack) and pas^bed it off, in appearance, 
very lightly, yet it made a deep impression 
ou my mifi^. It caused me to revert again 
to the blackness of Lefevre's character, and 
to lament that I was thus tq be subject to 
the coatinued attacks of individuals. At 
that time I thought Mr. Warton meant it as 
a reflection upon me, and so disgusted was 
I with him, that in going down to Margate 
^ few weeks afterwards, I scarcely spoke to 
bim, aad treated him with marked rudeness 
and contempt. Mr. Reed said, he would 
not have any thing more to dp with him ; as 
he had promised the week before, not to 
say any more about the surveyorship, and 
apparently agreed to Mr. Reed's propositions ; 
hut now came and made this shameful and 
personal attack upon himself and me. 

After ail this, Mr. James Taylor of Broad 
Street, came to the office one day, and told me, 
^' What a nice Christian man Mr. Reed was ; 
he had got him to shake hands with Mr. 
Warton at the Girls' school, and make it 
all up." A nice Christian man indeed, 
thought I, tQ sufibr me to be grossly insulted 
through bis infamous publication, and then^ 
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without saying one word t^ me, to go mi 
shake hands with the liian who made , the 
attaok ! 

By this unmanly conduct I wa» throwfi 
off my guard, I became indiff^ent, tUkd^to 
my conduct and character ; and although' I 
did not seek death, I wished for it. Disease 
again laid bold on me, and although it did 
not confine me, yet its delusive influence 
was now more powerful than on any former 
occasion. ' The Board of Managers, M»wi$^r| 
treated me with the utmost respi^et and kiD<^ 
ness, and offered to keep the sitilatloii open 
for me, any length of time ; and wished aid 
to go into the country, to the seMde, t>r 
any where that might restore me to heakh. 
In this I have no doubt they were sineetei, 
hut my spirits were broken, my sofA nw 
c^ast dowh, my energies all gone, and on Ito 
9th of August, 18dl, I s6nt in my resij^hUr 
tton. The following is the Board minote M 
that occasion. 

Extract from the Beard Minutes y AuguH 

9, 18;^1. 

*' A letter was read from Mr. Baraett, 
0ontaining his resignation. 

Rei*oIved, 
That it be accepted ; but that the Board, 
in accepting it, deplore the circumMances 
which have made it necessary; and wii^^ 
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moTWyer^ dhtiactiy to assure him, that 
during his coonexion with them, they have 
been highly gratified^ and the charity greatly 
benefitted by his fidelity, energy and zeal ; 
and Uiai they shall be most. ready to attest 
the 9aaie, in any way Mr. Barnett may think 
d^irable.^' 

Sailed, J. C. Abdy, 7 Secretaries. 
AndJ^w Reed, 5 ^^^^^^^^^^ 

It becomes me to state that I had an ex- 
planation with Mr. Warton,* and he assured 
ane that it was far from his intention, in 
the remark he made, to cast any reflection 
upon me ; and I fully believe him, as there 
was not any gentleman who treated me, 
daring the whole time I was connected with 
the London Orphan Asylum, with so much 
kindness aqd attention ; and his conduct I 
appreciate, as it deserves, for he is an open 
and generous character ; and does not unite 
in the same man, as another, whom I need 
not mention does, the appearance of a friend, 
and the rancour and deception of an enemy. 
To give full evidence of Mr. Reed's dupli* 
city, under a display of kindness for me, 
I think it necessary here to relate, that on 
Mr. Marriott's election to the office of col- 
li lector, in March, 1821^ and afte^ I had mani- 
fested an incj*ea$ed attention to my duty, 
which Mr. Reed informed me was noticed 
by the Board, and which entitled me to an 
increased income ; Mr. Reed, without eitheji^ 
32* 



i- w ^ir <- 



S78 

eonsaMng m% or Mr. Marridlt^ oikted Mr* 
Natty wito was the Qnsaeoefinlul i^go^ent 
of Mr. Marriotty the colleedon 6t att die 
dubieribers weBt of Thmpie Mat $ wkrik&b 
offer Mr. Nott aeeepled^ diid on tto,i»l^ 
lowing Thursday he wat to'tav^ ttt^^ticted 
the Board, to be iaducted into the o£tee. 
Mr. Reed, howerer, thought it would be as 
well that he should first ffieotioa it to me 
and Mr. Marriott On his namiog itjto me, 
I gave it my decided opposition, as^ml ifiso 
Mr. Marriott ; and so firm weeif we^ that Mr. 
Reed was fully aware, if he brought it befinti 
the Board without our sanction, it would 
not be very likely to pass, in eonseijaenee 
of which he let it drop, and wrote to 
Mr. Nott to that effect. I mentbn thto^to 
shew the conduct of Mr. Reed i and I app^I 
to the public, Whether it was not dishon- 
ourable, after I bad be^i so aetmly" cfioa* 
ployed for the* Charity, and when a gientle* 
man was elected as collector, whole charao* 
ter for industry and attention was well kno^rn, 
for Mr. Reed to o&r Mr. NoU: a* sixth of 
our income, merely because Mr. Nott had 
been recommended to him by the Rev/ Br. 
Winter^ of whose church bis n&other had 
been a member^ and who wals a friend of the 
Rer. Andrtew Reed ? 

The Bol^, however, knew nothing of 
this ; and strange as it may apf>e»r,' Mr. 
Re^d attempted ti> convince me th^- ke 
wanted to benelH us^ Hetis oeftainly a very 
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bad oalculalefr; btit he cait paftctly un« 
dd^stetid aceonnts in which he i$ personally 
intereated; and I dare say be would not 
iMnk it could betiefit him, if his church 
were to propose an assistmit tp him ; and 
tbr bis als^taneey instead of paying him 
themselves, deduct the sum out of his salary. 
Yet this is what he wanted to do with us. 
Our income arose from a per centage on the 
groas amount of the suhscribers; and eon- 
sequefktly the commission on the portion of 
the subscritffrrs from whom Mr. Nott was to 
hare collected, would be taken out oi our 
pockets and put into his. 

That my readers may form some idea of 
Che state ot my mind on my resignation, and 
how it was viewed by Mr. Reed, I publish the 
folk>wing letter he sent me just afterwards. 

Mr. FrAkcis Bari^ett, 
Spring Gardens Hotel, 
Charing Cross* 

iSSf. Maty ^xBy August 18, 1821. 
My JDear Francis, 

I am truly sorry that in the 
pressure of business on Thursday, I forgot 
to present your aee^untSi Mrs. Reed was 
waiting to go with me by the Kaekheath 
stage, and we had not a minute to spare, 
I dnl, howevcjr, inform tbd^ gentlemen who 
remained, how the accMnt stood; and if 
l>efot^e they are settled, you are in want of 
moneys you shifi bave it of me mmi readiiy; 
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Will you go with us to Fraftoe? 
it likely to be very beneficial to ymt ; a«d, 
if you will go, myself and Mrs. Reed will 
do every thing w6 can to make you eo^nr 
fortable. Say Yes. Yours, most truly, 

Andrew R]»]>« 

P. S. The expense would not be serious 
to you, as we should study economy, and 
should be' in- a cheap country. ^ 

After I left the Orphan Asyhm, notwitii* 
standing my brother^S house was thrown 
open to me again, and he treated me with 
his usual brotherly-kindness, he naturally 
felt extremely indignant at " No Fiction.** 
Although my friends explained to him that 
I had nothing to do with that work, and I 
also solemnly declared to him the same, yet 
he wished to wave the subject,, and bc^ 
him and Mrs. Barnett told me to drop it, 
and not to let it give me uneftstoess : still 
apparently retaining the opinion, that they 
were convinced I was concerned in its {uti* 
duction, and that they had weighty reasons 
for believing the fact. I little thought that 
a correspondence had taken place between 
the reverend novelist and Mrs. Barnett; 
much less, that he had the temeri^ to deny 
himself as the authop, and in his letter to 
her, had thrown the omis of his infamous 
attack on my brother, upon me and some 
other person. Before I introduce this cor- 
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i%sponiience, I thiok it proper to remark, 
thai I asked Mr^ Reed (bearing that some 
correspondence had passed between Mrs.x 
Bamettand himself when I was ill,) if Mrs. 
Barnett had ever written to him on the 
subject of" No Fiction ;" when he solemnly 
answered " No.'* But perhaps ^e may 
make an excuse for this, as he might justify 
himself by saying, I was not in a fit state of 
minji to hear the truth. This correspondence 
I never saw till last December, or else I 
should not bmre replied so mildly. 

To Mrs. Robert Barnbt^, 
Spring Gardens, 
Churing Gi^oas. 
^St. Mary Jlwe^ Janiiarjf 6, 1821* 

My Dear Madam, 

I protntsed y6ur waiter who called 
yesterday, that if Francis became w^orse, I 
would write to you without delay. I ara 
sorry to state that he is still very ill. A 
greal deal of fever i^ upon him, and from 
having lain in stupor for a Couple of days, 
he is become talkative,- add sometimes diffi* 
euU to manage. We cannot hope for a 
change till the fever is subdued, and Doctor 
is using every means. 

He has, on my naming you, expressed a 
wish to see you, and that he would also like 
to see his father ) and I told him I would 
send his wishes on the subject to you this 
morning. I do not know that he will pro*^ 



382 

perly recogni^ you if you come : )nxt, at leaa^, 
it will afford you a melancholy satisfaction. 
I am. Madam, Yours, most truly, 

Andrew Reed. 

To Mr. Reed. 
Spring Gardens, January 15, 1821. 

Sir, 

Now that poor Francis is in a 
happy state of recovery, and I hop§ all 
unkind feelings may or have ceased betwixt 
him, or rather him towards bit brotlier, I 
shall record my opinion of that public libel, 
you conjointly with Mrs. Reed, have sent 
into the world under the title of '* No 
Fictiouj^ which ought to be " Ml Fiction ;^^ 
wherein you have treated a stranger to you, 
— my husband, and Frank's brother, in a 
vile manner, under the name of Mr. Perry. 
I say it is replete with falsehoods, mis-state- 
ments and unkindness ; for never was one 
brother's conduct more marked for humanity 
and tenderness, than Robert's to him in his 
last illness, and followed up by the greatest 
anxiety for his future welfare, and return to 
that state in society hci had unfortunately 
lost. 

I think it vvas a pity for charity'^ sake, 
that religion did not interfere and prevent 
making a breach between brothers ; and 
which, but for the circumstance of his 
present illness, might have long remained so. 

I am. Sir, Yours, &c. 

M. Barnett. 
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To Mrs. Barnett, 

Spring Gardens Hotel, Charing Cross« 
St. Mary Jixe, January 18, 182h 
Madam y 

The note I sent you was dictat- 
ed alike by humanity and a desire to oblige ; 
and I little expected it to provoke so unsuit- 
able a reply. I now only notice that reply 
to assure you that you are misinformed as to • 
the '^hors of the work Ia question ; and 
still more so as to the character of Mr -Perry 
being drawn for Mf. Robert Barnett I have 
full authority to say, it never was the design 
of the authors to describe the brother of 
Francis. Indeed, you yourself call the de- 
scription " Jill Fiction ;" then if it is all 
fiction, it does not apply ; and you discover 
a great inconsistency by calling it all false^ 
and then saying it describes Mr. Robert 
Barnett. If you believe it all false. as it 
relates to him, then it is as much a descrip- 
tion of you or of me, as* of him. 

Certainly you cannot have read the book 
and have thought that it was the design of the 
author to libel any one. The design evi- 
dently is to benefit the youthful character. 
I am ready to feel with you the unpleasant- 
ness of having one's name used in an unau-* 
thorised way ; and, perhaps, I have as much 
reason to complain as any person. I know 
it was. fully designed that the book should 
so appear as that no name might be blended 
with the narrative; but when Francis, in a 
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bookseller's public shop declared; that ht 
was thehefevrt of the workf the design 
was frustrated ; and people began to look 
amongst the illations of the apowed Lefevre 
for th^ characters introduced with him in the 
Narrative. This I have been sorry for, 

I assure you I have done every thing in 
tx\y power to influence the mind of Francis 
jElVQurable to his brother, I have seen that 
he never ^ouldi feel exactly as a Ipftther 
shoitld.; but I have always contended he 
jmight preserve a good and friondly under- 
*^3tanding with him. I am grieved to add, 
tha( I have too much r^eason to think, that 
mpre of th6 fault has been on Francis's side 
than I was aware, and that the treatment 
whieh he has called harsh from his brother,, 
he might have made necessary. I say this, 
however, in confidence, as I wish the bro- 
thers at pea<ie, and, if possible^ to serve 

Fraiicis. 

Yours, Madam, with esteem, 
' Ajipbew Reeo. 

From this time, until the following Febro- 
ary, nothing of any particular moment oc- 
curred worthy to be related. I now lapeed 
into th0 same mode of life, as I have before 
described, from the death of my mother, 
Wtil \ went tP the Orphan Asylum.. 
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